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Despite criticism, still no link found between games, violence 


By Mae Anderson 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Do video games trigger vio¬ 
lent behavior? Scientific studies have found no 
link. But the persistent theory is back in the 
headlines following the mass shooting in El 
Paso, Texas, on Saturday. 

An online manifesto thought to be authored 
by the gunman briefly mentioned the first- 
person shooter Call of Duty. Then President 
Donald Trump weighed in, charging Monday 
that “gruesome and grisly video games” con¬ 
tribute to a “glorification of violence.” 

Trump’s statements were more reserved 
than during his last brush with the subject in 
2018, when he called video games “vicious” 
and summoned game industry executives 
to meet at the White House, to little lasting 
effect. 


NATION 

■ Domestic 
terrorism presents 
challenge for FBI 

Page 8 


The En¬ 
tertainment 
Software 
Association, 
the biggest 
video game 
trade group, 
reiterated 
its position 
that there is 
no causal connection between video games 
and violence. 

“More than 165 million Americans enjoy 
video games, and billions of people play video 
games worldwide,” the group said in a state¬ 
ment. “Yet other societies, where video games 
are played as avidly, do not contend with the 
tragic levels of violence that occur in the U.S.” 

Activision Blizzard did not respond to a re¬ 
quest for comment about Call of Duty. 


What does research show? 

“There are no longitudinal studies that show 
a link between violence and video games,” 
said Benjamin Burroughs, a professor of 
emerging media at the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas. “Certainly, there is no linkage to 
gun violence.” 

Burroughs said that some studies show a 
short-term increase in aggressive thoughts 
and feelings after playing video games, but 
nothing that rises to the level of violence. 

“Plenty of gamers can get upset when they 
lose or feel the game was ‘cheating,’ but it 
doesn’t lead to violent outputs,” he said. 

In 2006, a small study by Indiana University 
researchers found that teenagers who played 
violent video games showed higher levels of 
SEE GAMES ON PAGE 9 


US warns 
Turkey 
against 
invasion 


By Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 


TOKYO — Defense Secretary 
Mark Esper said Tuesday that 
the US. intends to prevent any 
invasion by Turkey into northern 
Syria, saying any such move by the 
Turks would be unacceptable. 

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan has threatened 
an imminent attack in the north¬ 
east to push back U.S.-allied Syr¬ 
ian Kurdish 
j. . Forces. 
WhatweVe American 
going to do and Turk- 

iQ nrP^vf^nt military 

IS prevent officials 

unilateral have been 

incursions.^ meeting 

m Ankara 
Defense to try and 
Secretary negotiate a 
Mark Esper settlement 
to avoid the 
invasion, and Esper said Tues¬ 
day that he believes they have 
made progress on some of the key 


US. officials have made clear 
that an invasion is an extremely 
risky venture that could threaten 
the safety of US. forces work¬ 
ing with the SDF and potentially 
impede the continued defeat of 
Islamic State militants in the 
region. 

“What we’re going to do is pre¬ 
vent unilateral incursions that 
would upset, again, these mutual 
interests that the United States, 
Turkey and the SDF share with 
regard to northern Syria,” Esper 
told reporters traveling with him 
to Japan. 

He said the US. is trying to 
work out an arrangement that ad¬ 
dresses Turkey’s concerns, add¬ 
ing, “I’m hopeful we’ll get there.” 


SEE INVASION ON PAGE 7 
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US carrier sails in 
disputed waters 
amid new flare-ups 



Bullit Marquez/AP 


Rear Adm. Karl Thomas, commander of Task Force 70, Carrier Strike Group 5, poses before an E-2 
Hawkeye plane following a media interview aboard the U.S. aircraft carrier USS Ronald Reagan off the 
South China Sea west of the Philippines on Tuesday. 

^The motto of this carrier is 
“peace through strength.”^ 

Rear Adm. Karl Thomas 

commander, Task Force 70 


By Jim Gomez 

Associated Press 

ABOARD THE USS RON¬ 
ALD REAGAN, South China Sea 
— A U.S. aircraft carrier sailed 
through the disputed South China 
Sea on Tuesday in the latest show 
of America’s military might amid 
new territorial flare-ups involv¬ 
ing China and three rival claim¬ 
ant states. 

The U.S. Navy flew a small 
group of Philippine generals, 
officials and journalists to the 
USS Ronald Reagan, where they 
watched fighter jets landing and 
taking off by catapult with thun¬ 
derous blasts. 

The nuclear-powered carrier, 
carrying about 70 supersonic F/ 
A-18 jets, spy planes and helicop¬ 
ters, was en route to Manila for a 
port visit. 

Armed cruisers kept watch a 
few miles away from the carrier. 

“The motto of this carrier 
is ‘peace through strength,’” 
Rear Adm. Karl Thomas told 
journalists. 

He said the American military 
presence helps provide security 
and stability that foster diplo¬ 
matic talks among rival claimant 
nations. 

He made the comment when 
asked what message the war¬ 
ship’s presence was sending amid 
new tensions involving China and 


rival claimants Vietnam, Malay¬ 
sia and the Philippines over long- 
contested territories. 

“We just think that folks should 
follow the international law, and 
our presence allows us to provide 
that security and stability in the 
background for these discussions 
to take place,” Thomas said. 

China, Vietnam, the Philip¬ 
pines, Malaysia, Taiwan and 
Brunei have been locked in on- 
and-off territorial conflicts over 
the strategic waters, where a bulk 
of Asian and world commerce 
transits, for decades. 

Tensions rose to new highs 
when China transformed seven 
disputed reefs in the Spratly chain 
into islands and then installed a 
missile defense system, runways 
and hangars. 

Last month, Washington ex¬ 
pressed concerns over China’s 
“repeated provocative actions 
aimed at the offshore oil and gas 
development of other claimant 
states.” 

Vietnam has demanded that 
China remove a survey ship from 
Vanguard Bank, which it says 
lies within Vietnam’s 200-mile 
exclusive economic zone. China 
has had a dispute with Malaysia 
over Luconia Shoal, and Manila 
protested after a Chinese fishing 
vessel hit a fishing boat with 22 
Filipinos at Reed Bank and left as 
it sank at night in June. 


The Filipinos were rescued by 
a Vietnamese fishing vessel. 

Greg Poling, director of the 
Washington-based Asia Maritime 
Transparency Initiative, which 
tracks actions by rival states in 
the disputed waters, said China is 
using its artificial islands to bol¬ 


ster its vast claims and allow its 
navy, coast guard and militia ves¬ 
sels “to operate over every inch of 
the South China Sea in a way they 
never could before.” 

China’s assertive actions will 
also undermine negotiations be¬ 
tween China and the Association 


of Southeast Asian Nations on a 
so-called code of conduct to check 
aggressive actions in the disputed 
waters, according to Carl Thayer, 
another South China Sea expert. 

The 10-nation ASEAN bloc 
includes four nations contesting 
China’s territorial claims. Chi¬ 
nese President Xi Jinping has ex¬ 
pressed hope the proposed code 
may be concluded in three years. 

“One must ask what will be 
left for ASEAN claimant states 
to negotiate if China continues to 
control access to fishing grounds 
and hydrocarbon exploration,” 
Thayer said. 
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N. Korea fires 2 missiles to protest drills 


By Kim Gamel and Yoo Kyong Chang 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea 
fired two missiles into the sea on Tuesday, 
warning that the United States and South 
Korea will pay a “heavy price” for con¬ 
ducting joint military exercises. 

The launch — the fourth in less than two 
weeks — came a day after the longtime al¬ 
lies began a two-week command post drill 
that has been scaled back in size from past 
years. 

The North fired two short-range ballis¬ 
tic missiles that flew more than 270 miles 
and reached an altitude of about 23 miles 
before splashing into the sea off its eastern 
coast, according to South Korea’s military. 

“South Korean and US. intelligence 
authorities believe that these short-range 
missiles have similar flight features as the 
ballistic missiles test-fired by North Korea 
on July 25,” the Joint Chiefs of Staff said. 

It added the military was monitoring the 
situation and maintaining a readiness pos¬ 
ture in case of additional launches. 

The surge in such activity is a slap 
against U.S. efforts to resume talks aimed 
at persuading the North to give up its nu¬ 
clear weapons. 


Many experts believe Pyongyang is try¬ 
ing to raise the pressure on Washington to 
gain leverage in any new negotiations. 

The North fired two missiles July 25 
that were believed to be similar to Russia’s 
Iskander. It called the launch a “solemn 
warning” to South Korea against joining 
the military exercises with the United 
States. 

The communist state also conducted two 
other weapons tests on July 31 and Aug. 2, 
which it said were from a new guided mul¬ 
tiple rocket launcher system. South Korea 
called them short-range ballistic missiles. 

President Donald Trump has played 
down concerns about the earlier launches, 
saying they were “short-range missiles” 
and “very standard” as his administration 
struggles to get talks back on track. 

But the persistent saber-rattling was 
testing his patience. 

“Chairman Kim does not want to dis¬ 
appoint me with a violation of trust, there 
is far too much for North Korea to gain,” 
Trump wrote in a tweet Saturday. 

Kim has promised to suspend only long- 
range missile and nuclear tests, although 
all ballistic missile activity is banned 
under UN. Security Council sanctions 


resolutions. 

Seoul and Washington have kept the 
training low-key, but the North still lashed 
out against it. 

A Foreign Ministry spokesperson ac¬ 
cused the allies of violating agreements 
made during the recent detente, including 
the pact reached by Trump and North Ko¬ 
rean leader Kim Jong Un during their first 
summit last year in Singapore. 

“Despite our repeated warnings, the 
United States and South Korean authorities 
have finally started the joint military exer¬ 
cise targeting the [North],” the unnamed 
spokesperson was quoted as saying by the 
state-run Korean Central News Agency. 

“Although the U.S. and South Korean 
authorities are playing all sorts of tricks 
to justify the joint military exercise, its ag¬ 
gressive nature can neither be covered up 
nor whitewashed in any manner,” it said. 

South Korea made its announcement 
about Tuesday’s launches, which it ini¬ 
tially said were unidentified projectiles, 
shortly before the North Korean statement 
appeared. 

The missiles were fired at 5:24 a.m. and 
5:36 a.m. from the southwestern Hwang- 
hae province, the JCS said. 


North Korea said it was “compelled to 
develop, test and deploy the powerful phys¬ 
ical means essential for national defense” 
as long as its adversaries continued their 
military exercises. 

The North remains committed to dia¬ 
logue but may be forced “to seek a new 
road” if Seoul and Washington don’t change 
their positions, the spokesperson said. 

The report warned that if the allies con¬ 
tinue to disregard its warnings, “we will 
make them pay (a) heavy price.” 

North Korea conducted dozens of missile 
tests in 2016-17 as it showed strong prog¬ 
ress toward developing a nuclear weapon 
that could target the U.S. mainland. 

Trump has frequently touted the sus¬ 
pension of the testing activity as progress 
in talks that began last year. 

But negotiations have stalled since a 
second summit between Trump and Kim 
in Vietnam collapsed without agreement in 
February. 

The two leaders agreed to resume work¬ 
ing-level negotiations during an impromptu 
meeting on June 30 on the Korean border, 
but the two sides have not set a date. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter; @kimgamel 
chang.kyong@stripes.com 


Army halts plans 
for getting rid of 
its maritime fleet 


By Nancy Montgomery 
Stars and Stripes 

The Army’s plan to shutter 
its watercraft units and auction 
off boats has been delayed until 
a study ordered by House law¬ 
makers of the proposal has been 
completed. 

Army spokesman Matt Leon¬ 
ard confirmed Monday that the 
service “decided to suspend wa¬ 
tercraft transformation while we 
evaluate the overall watercraft 
requirements needed to support 
the National Defense Strategy.” 

The study of the plan is expect¬ 
ed to be completed by the end of 
September. 

In January, Stars and Stripes 
reported that the Army was mull¬ 
ing plans to close out its National 
Guard and Reserve component 
watercraft units and their civilian 
maintenance facilities. 

The units employ hundreds 
of reserve soldiers and civil¬ 
ians whose mission is to support, 
train and deploy Army mariners 
throughout the world and main¬ 
tain dozens of vessels in the Ar¬ 
my’s fleet. 

The fleet, which includes small 
landing craft, tugboats, barges, 
cranes and ships able to carry a 
dozen Abrams tanks, goes back 
at least to World War 1. Many of 
the boats were old, expensive to 
repair and outdated, according to 
government reports. 

The Army plan faced pushback 
amid warnings about shortfalls in 
military sealift capabilities. 

The National Defense Autho¬ 


rization Act, which passed the 
House in July, bars funding from 
being used to inactivate Army 
mariner units. 

A study is being conducted 
“for the review of the ability of 
the Army to meet the watercraft 
requirements of the combatant 
commanders,” and on whether 
the service is prepared to assist 
during U.S. natural disasters and 
emergencies, according to the 
bill. 

Leonard said a formal analysis 
involving the Office of the Secre¬ 
tary of Defense, the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, Army Headquarters, 
other services and combatant 
commands began in December 
2018. 

“Initial analysis identified ex¬ 
cess capability beyond existing 
requirements,” Leonard said. 

Nearly half of the Army’s 130- 
some watercraft assets were put 
up for auction last month on the 
General Services Administration 
website, according to the mari¬ 
time and offshore website gCap- 
tain.com. 

The Army has since canceled 
those auctions. 

The vessels on the auction block 
included at least 18 Landing Craft 
Utility vessels, which are able to 
operate in areas without ports or 
harbor infrastructure and were 
used in operations in Haiti, So¬ 
malia and Panama. Tugs, barges 
and other landing craft were also 
about to be auctioned, gCaptain 
reported. 

’montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 

Twitter: @montgomerynance 



Jennifer Milnes/U.S. Army 



Gregg Moore/U.S. Army 


Above: U.S. 
Army Logistics 
Support Vessel- 
5, the Maj. Gen. 
Charles R Gross, 
arrives at a port 
in the Persian 
Gulf in 2017. 
The Army has 
suspended plans 
to shut down 
its watercraft 
units while a 
congressional 
review is 
ongoing. 

Left: A soldier 
works the 
lines as the 
Landing Craft 
Utility 2000 
disembarks from 
Port Hueneme, 
Calif., in 2015. 
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Taliban say differences 
resolved in peace talks 



Pakistan Foreign Office/AP 


U.S. envoy Zalmay Khalilzad, right, shown with Pakistani Foreign 
Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi in Islamabad, Pakistan, on 
Thursday, has reported “excellent progress” in U.S. talks with the 
Taliban on ending the war in A^hanistan. 


By Cara Anna 
AND Kathy Gannon 
Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The 
United States and the Taliban 
have resolved differences in 
peace talks over US. troop with¬ 
drawal from Afghanistan as well 
as over insurgent guarantees on 
cutting ties with other extrem¬ 
ist groups, a Taliban official said 
Tuesday. 

The development came during 
U.S.-Taliban talks over the past 
two days in the Gulf Arab state of 
Qatar, where the Taliban main¬ 
tain a political office. 

The U.S. side did not immedi¬ 
ately confirm or provide details 
of what was resolved but the U.S. 
envoy reported “excellent prog¬ 
ress” in the talks. 

The Taliban official spoke on 
condition of anonymity because 
he was not authorized to discuss 


details of the negotiations. 

Technical teams from the two 
sides were continuing discussions 
on Tuesday in Doha. 

U.S. peace envoy Zalmay 
Khalilzad, who has been tasked 
with finding a peaceful resolution 
to the nearly 18-year war, Amer¬ 
ica’s longest conflict, has made 
intra-Afghan talks and a perma¬ 
nent cease-fire among his priori¬ 
ties in the negotiations. 

Khalilizad, who later traveled 
to New Delhi, said in a Twit¬ 
ter post overnight that “we have 
made excellent progress” in the 
discussions. 

However, the talks in Qatar 
have sidelined the government in 
Kabul. The Taliban refuse to talk 
directly with government rep¬ 
resentatives, accusing President 
Ashraf Ghani’s government of 
being a puppet of the U.S. 

The Taliban have kept up a 
near-daily rate of deadly attacks 


despite holding several rounds of 
peace talks with Khalilizad since 
his appointment as peace envoy 
almost a year ago. The Taliban 
now control roughly half of Af¬ 
ghanistan and are at their stron¬ 
gest since 2001, when the U.S.-led 
invasion toppled their govern¬ 
ment that had harbored al-Qaida 
leader Osama bin Laden. 

The U.S. and the Taliban now 
appear to be closing in on an 
agreement under which U.S. forc¬ 
es would withdraw in exchange 
for guarantees that Afghanistan 
would not become a haven for 
other terrorist groups. 

Khalilzad has said he is hop¬ 
ing for a final agreement by Sept. 
1, which would allow the with¬ 
drawal of U.S. and NATO troops. 
More than 20,000 U.S. and NATO 
troops are in Afghanistan, includ¬ 
ing some 14,000 U.S. forces. 

The U.S. and NATO formally 
concluded their combat mission 


in 2014, but the American and al¬ 
lied troops continue to train and 
build the Afghan military. 

Separately, U.S. forces also 
assist the Afghan troops in air- 
strikes and raids on the Taliban 
and against Islamic State’s affili¬ 
ate in Afghanistan. 

President Donald Trump has 
often expressed his exasperation 
with America’s continued in¬ 
volvement in Afghanistan and his 
desire to bring troops home. 

Also on Tuesday, the Taliban 


in a statement called on fellow 
Afghans to boycott next month’s 
presidential election and warned 
them to stay away from rallies 
“that could become potential 
targets.” 

The Taliban called the Sept. 28 
election, which has been delayed 
this year over security and or¬ 
ganizational concerns, a “sham.” 
Ghani, who is seeking a second 
term in office, is among the more 
than 12 candidates running in the 
polls. 


China vows to counter deployment 
of midrange arms in Asia by US 


Associated Press 

BEIJING — China said Tuesday that it “will not 
stand idly by” and will take countermeasures if 
the U.S. deploys intermediate-range missiles in the 
Asia-Pacific region, which Washington has said it 
plans to do within months. 

The statement from the director of the Foreign 
Ministry’s Arms Control Department, Fu Cong, fol¬ 
lows the US.’ withdrawal last week from the Inter¬ 
mediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty, a move Fu 
said would have a “direct negative impact on the 
global strategic stability” as well as security in Eu¬ 
rope and the Asia-Pacific region. 

Fu said China was particularly concerned about 
announced plans to develop and test a land-based 
intermediate-range missile in the Asia-Pacific 
“sooner rather than later,” in the words of one U.S. 
official. 

“China will not stand idly by and be forced to take 
countermeasures should the U.S. deploy intermedi¬ 
ate-range ground-based missiles in this part of the 
world,” Fu told reporters at a briefing. 

He also advised other nations, particularly South 
Korea, Japan and Australia, to “exercise prudence” 
and not allow the U.S. to deploy such weapons on 
their territory, saying that would “not serve the na¬ 
tional security interests of these countries.” 

U.S. Defense Secretary Mark Esper said in Asia 
over the weekend that he wanted to deploy midrange 
conventional missiles in the Asia-Pacific within 
months. Australian officials said Monday that the 
locations for the bases were not yet known but their 
country would not be one of them. 

Fu also said China had no intention of joining 
nuclear weapons reduction talks with the U.S. and 
Russia, pointing to the huge gap in the size of Chi¬ 
na’s arsenal compared with those of the other two. 
China has an estimated 290 nuclear warheads de¬ 
ployed, compared with 1,600 for Russia and 1,750 
for the US., according to the Federation of Ameri¬ 
can Scientists. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin has called for 
urgent arms control talks to prevent a chaotic arms 
race following the treaty’s demise. He also said 
Monday that Russia would deploy new intermedi- 



Christopher Bodeen/AP 


Fu Cong, director of the Chinese Foreign Ministry’s 
Arms Control Department, said in Beijing on 
Tuesday that China will act if the U.S. deploys 
intermediate-range missiles in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

ate-range missiles only if the U.S. does. 

China has already shown “maximum restraint” 
in developing its arsenal and stuck to its policy that 
it would not be the first to use a nuclear weapon in a 
conflict, Fu said. 

“I don’t think it is reasonable or even fair to expect 
China to participate in an arms reduction negotia¬ 
tion at this stage,” Fu said. He added that China re¬ 
mained committed to multilateral efforts to reduce 
nuclear stockpiles, such as the U.N.’s Comprehen¬ 
sive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, although it has yet to 
ratify that agreement. 

Fu wouldn’t elaborate on what countermeasures 
China was considering taking against the US., say¬ 
ing only that “everything is on the table,” although 
he did say China has never and would never take 
part in a nuclear arms race. 

Nor would he say how China might retaliate 
against countries that hosted U.S. land-based inter¬ 
mediate-range missiles, although China has in past 
used economic means to retaliate against South 
Korea over its deployment of a U.S. missile defense 
system. 


Military asks to add 
sexual misconduct to 
hazing death charges 


By Ben Finley 
Associated Press 

NORFOLK, Va. — Military 
prosecutors in Virginia said Mon¬ 
day that they want to add alle¬ 
gations of sexual misconduct to 
their murder case against a U.S. 
Marine and a Navy SEAL who 
are among those blamed for the 
2017 hazing death of a U.S. Green 
Beret in Africa. 

Navy prosecutor Benjamin 
Garcia made the request at a pre¬ 
liminary hearing at a military 
court in Norfolk. 

The lieutenant commander said 
that Marine Mario Madera-Ro- 
driguez and SEAL Tony DeDolph 
were among four servicemem- 
bers who planned to make “sexual 
contact” against Army Staff Sgt. 
Logan Melgar as he was hazed on 
video in his bedroom. 

The overall effort to embarrass 
Melgar ultimately led to his death, 
according to charging documents. 
Melgar was bound with duct tape 
and placed in choke holds to tem¬ 
porarily knock him unconscious 
before he stopped breathing, the 
charging documents said. 

The sexual misconduct alle¬ 
gation added a new wrinkle to 
a case that has pulled back the 
curtain on misconduct among 
some of America’s most elite 
servicemembers. 

It also follows a letter that was 
recently written by the top Navy 
SEAL to commanders that said 
some in the ranks “have failed to 
maintain good order and disci¬ 


pline” and that the problem “must 
be addressed immediately,” ac¬ 
cording to news outlets. 

The July 25 letter didn’t offer 
specifics. 

It comes after a string of high 
profile incidents involving Navy 
SEALS. 

Among them is Melgar’s 2017 
death in Af¬ 
rica, where 
U.S. special 
forces have 
supported 
and trained 
local troops 
in their 
fight against 
extremists. 

Military 
prosecutors 
havecharged 
four men — two SEALs and two 
Marines — in Melgar’s death in 
Bamako, Mali. 

SEAL Adam Matthews and 
Marine Kevin Maxwell Jr. have 
already pleaded guilty to lesser 
charges and were sentenced to 
military prison. 

DeDolph, 40, and Madera-Ro- 
driguez, 34, still face charges of 
murder and the possibility of a 
life sentence if found guilty. 

Capt. Warren Record, the pre¬ 
liminary hearing officer for Mon¬ 
day’s proceedings, will make a 
recommendation in coming days 
over whether the case should pro¬ 
ceed to a court-martial hearing. 

An admiral will receive the rec¬ 
ommendation and then ultimately 
decide where the case goes. 



Melgar 
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Pentagon program 
seeks to identify 
seriai sex offenders 



commander, 
makes her 
opening 
remarks after 
accepting 
command at 
Naval Base 
Coronado on 
March 22. Navy 
documents 
indicate 
she was 
investigated 
in the “Fat 
Leonard” 
scandal. 



San Diego-based admiral 
linked to ‘Fat Leonard’ case 


Rear Adm. Bette Bolivar is one of 
hundreds of naval officers who were 
investigated and not punished for 
connections to Leonard Glenn 
Leonard” Francis. 


By Andrew Dyer 
The San Diego Union-Tribune 

SAN DIEGO — Redacted Navy 
documents and the command his¬ 
tory of Navy Region Southwest 
Commander Rear Adm. Bette 
Bolivar indicate she was investi¬ 
gated in connection with the so- 
called “Fat Leonard” scandal and 
had received gifts from the con¬ 
tractor in 1998. 

A female officer on board the 
salvage ship Salvor accepted gifts 
in the form of a hotel room, din¬ 
ner, drinks, entertainment and a 
golf outing in Kota Kinabalu, Ma¬ 
laysia, in August 1998, according 
to a memo signed by Adm. Philip 
S. Davidson in July 2017. 

Although her name was redact¬ 
ed from the documents, Bolivar, 
a Navy deep sea diver, was the 
commanding officer of the Sal¬ 
vor in 1998 when the offenses oc¬ 
curred. A lieutenant commander 
at the time, Bolivar was in charge 
of the ship from January 1998 
through January 2000, Navy re¬ 
cords show. 

Typically, this class of ship 
carried six officers. Few officers 
fit the description Davidson pro¬ 
vides in his memo. 

Scores of Navy officials were 
alleged to have attended dinners 
and accepted gifts from contrac¬ 
tor Leonard Glenn “Fat Leonard” 
Francis. All but a select few of 
their names were redacted from 
the Navy’s public records. 

Bolivar’s gender and the rela¬ 
tively small size of the salvage 
community made her identity ap¬ 
parent from the documents. 

Bolivar’s spokesman on Mon¬ 
day declined to comment and 
would not confirm or deny that 
Bolivar was the subject of the 
investigation. 

The Fat Leonard scandal en¬ 
snared a generation of naval of¬ 
ficers, as almost everyone who 
commanded a ship in the western 
Pacific had cause to do business 
with Glenn Defense Marine Asia, 
Francis’ company. GDMA was 
the Navy’s primary ship husband¬ 
ing service provider in the region 
for more than a decade. 

Despite finding misconduct in 


the Francis case, Davidson wrote 
in his memo that the unidentified 
officer “continued to be a signifi¬ 
cant contributor and valued lead¬ 
er in the Navy.” He recommended 
she remain in command. 

He wrote that he “personally 
addressed this ... through admin¬ 
istrative action and consider this 
matter closed.” 

Bolivar — the so-called “Navy 
Mayor” of San Diego — until 
recently was the convening au¬ 
thority over two high-profile 
war crimes prosecutions of Navy 
SEALS in San Diego, involving 
Navy SEAL Petty Officer 1st 
Class Edward R. Gallagher and 
Lt. Jacob Portier. 

On Thursday, Chief of Naval 
Operations John Richardson 
stripped Bolivar of her responsi¬ 
bility over Portier’s prosecution 
and announced a probe into the 
Navy’s Judge Advocate General 
Corps. 

That day the San Diego Union- 
Tribune reported Bolivar also 
was removed as convening au¬ 
thority over the Gallagher case. 
Gallagher in July was found not 
guilty of all but one of the war 
crimes charges against him. 

The CNO, through a spokes¬ 
woman, initially denied stripping 
Bolivar of that authority Friday, 
but on Saturday Richardson’s of¬ 
fice issued a statement announc¬ 
ing that he had. 

Gallagher was charged with 
premeditated murder in connec¬ 
tion with the death of a captive, 
wounded Islamic State fighter 
during an Iraq deployment in 
2017. He denied all the charges, 
which included shooting at civil¬ 
ians and intimidating witnesses. 

After a 2y2-week trial at Naval 
Base San Diego, a jury found him 
not guilty on most charges, but 
guilty of one count of posing for 


photos with the dead body of the 
fighter. Gallagher, then a chief 
petty officer, was reduced in 
rank to E-6 and sentenced to four 
months time served. 

There is no indication of a con¬ 
nection between Bolivar’s alleged 
ties to Francis and the decision 
to remove her authority over the 
Gallagher and Portier cases. 

Bolivar is one of hundreds of 
naval officers who were investi¬ 
gated by the Consolidated Dispo¬ 
sition Authority and not punished 
for connections to Francis. 

Richardson led the CDA before 
becoming CNO in 2015. 

Francis was arrested in San 
Diego in 2013 and pleaded guilty 
to defrauding the Navy out of at 
least $34 million by overcharg¬ 
ing ships for fuel and security in 
western Pacific ports of call. To 
facilitate his criminal enterprise, 
Francis threw opulent dinners 
for scores of naval commanders 
from the 1990s through the time 
of his arrest. 

He hand-picked some for brib¬ 
ery, paying them with cash, hotel 
rooms, travel, luxury goods and 
the services of prostitutes in ex¬ 
change for large contract awards 
and classified ship schedules. 

The worst offenders were pros¬ 
ecuted by the Justice Department, 
but the m^ority were passed off 
to the Navy for action. 

The Justice Department built 
cases against 22 officers; 12 have 
pleaded guilty while 10 still await 
trial. A dozen other commanders 
were censured by the Navy. 

Francis remains on house ar¬ 
rest somewhere in San Diego 
County and is reportedly in ill 
health. He has not yet been sen¬ 
tenced. Prosecutions in the case 
are ongoing, as is the Navy’s 
investigation. 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Penta¬ 
gon has launched a new program 
that aims to find serial sex of¬ 
fenders in the military by compil¬ 
ing information into a database 
submitted by sexual assault 
survivors. 

The program, called Catch a 
Serial Offender, or Catch, allows 
survivors of sexual assault who 
are submitting a restricted report 
to provide information confiden¬ 
tially about the sexual assault as 
well as the accused offender to 
military investigators so they can 
try to identify serial offenders, 
according to the Pentagon an¬ 
nouncement released Monday. 

The program was first an¬ 
nounced in May by then-acting 
Defense Secretary Pat Shana¬ 
han in a memo about the Defense 
Department’s actions to address 
and prevent sexual assault in the 
military. It came after the release 
of the Fiscal Year 2018 Annual 
Report on Sexual Assault in the 
Military, which found sexual as¬ 
saults against female troops have 
increased by 44% since 2016. 

“To put it bluntly, we are not 
performing to the standards and 
expectations we have for our¬ 
selves or for each other,” Shana¬ 
han wrote in the memo. “This is 
unacceptable. We cannot shrink 
from facing the challenge head 
on. We must, and will, do better.” 

The Catch program is expected 
to be fully operational by mid-Au¬ 
gust, according to its website. 

“We are constantly looking for 
new ways to empower victims to 
participate in the military jus¬ 
tice process through our sexual 
assault prevention and response 
programs,” Elizabeth Van Win¬ 
kle, executive director of the 
Pentagon’s office of force resil¬ 
iency, said in Monday’s statement 
announcing the program. “We 
encourage greater reporting to 
connect victims with the care they 
need and as a way to hold offend¬ 
ers appropriately accountable.” 

A restricted report is for ser- 
vicemembers, as well as their 
adult dependents, who want to 
report a sexual assault without 
having to initiate a law enforce¬ 
ment investigation or notify their 
command. That allows them to 
receive assistance such as health 
care, advocacy services and legal 
advice, according to the Defense 
Department’s website on sexual 
assault prevention and response. 
A survivor can change their re¬ 
stricted report to unrestricted to 
start an investigation. 

Sexual assault survivors will 
be asked if they want to submit an 
entry to the Catch program when 
they are filing their restricted 
report. They can add an entry or 
decline to participate at any time, 
according to a procedures docu¬ 


ment for the Catch program. 

Survivors can submit the infor¬ 
mation about the sexual assault 
or their accused offender to the 
Catch program via their comput¬ 
er or mobile devices without hav¬ 
ing to use a government common 
access card. 

To submit an entry, partici¬ 
pants are given a one-time user- 
name and password that their 
sexual assault response coordi¬ 
nator generates by inputting their 
case number to the Catch web¬ 
site, according to the procedures 
document. 

Survivors do not give their 
name when they file the Catch 
entry. If there is a match, military 
criminal investigators will notify 
sexual assault prevention and re¬ 
sponse personnel who will reach 
out to the survivor about whether 
they want to submit their report 
as unrestricted, according to the 
program’s website. 

Each entry will be available for 
10 years. 

The Catch system is operated 
by the Naval Criminal Investiga¬ 
tive Service to be used by all the 
military services including the 
National Guard. 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @caitlinmkenney 
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USAF looks at revamping physical fitness tests 


By Brian Ferguson 
Stars and Stripes 

The Air Force’s top enlisted 
leader wants to lift the stress 
from airmen’s lives by revamp¬ 
ing physical fitness assessments 
— and he wants to do it before his 
planned retirement next year in 
the fall. 

“Right now, we use the carrot- 
and-stick approach to motivate 
people to pass the test,” Chief 
Master Sgt. of the Air Force 
Kaleth 0. Wright said in an email 
to Stars and Stripes. “If you pass, 
you get a little baby carrot, but 
if you fail, we hit you with a big 
stick.” 

One way to change that is to 


give airmen the option to take a 
no-fail, trial-run fitness assess¬ 
ment made up of the same physi¬ 
cal challenges as the regular PT 
test before they’re due to take 
the real thing, a spokesman for 
Wright’s office told Stars and 
Stripes. 

“If you pass the test, it would 
count. If you fail, it wouldn’t,” 
said Senior Master Sgt. Harry 
Kibbe, a spokesman for Wright’s 
office. “But you would have to 
pass it before your test becomes 
overdue.” 

The proposed change is still 
being researched. It has similari¬ 
ties to the Navy’s “bad day” policy 
for their physical readiness test, 
which gives commanders the au¬ 


thority to allow someone who has 
failed the test to retake it. 

The Air Force currently has 
strict guidelines for dealing with 
airmen who fail the PT test. 

For first-time failures, most 
airmen receive a letter of coun¬ 
seling and must attend remedial 
physical training sessions. 

Additionally, airmen are not 
eligible for tuition assistance and 
all formal training schools are 
canceled until they pass. Subse¬ 
quent failures carry additional 
consequences, and in some cases, 
a failed PT test can lead to a nega¬ 
tive performance report and dis¬ 
charge from the Air Force. 

Wright is also advocating for 
changes to the way an airman’s 


abdominal circumference is used 
to calculate their overall fitness. 
He’s pushing for a new system 
that would also factor height and 
a person’s aerobic capacity. The 
change would make the PT as¬ 
sessment fairer for taller airmen, 
Wright said, noting that there is a 
big difference between a 38-inch 
waist on a 5-foot-6-inch person 
and a 6-foot-8-inch person. 

Changes are being considered 
in areas besides fitness, Wright 
added. One proposal would allow 
commanders to grant up to 14 
days of bereavement leave, he 
said. Currently, airmen must use 
normal leave. 

He is also working with the ser¬ 
vice on overhauling the enlisted 


evaluation system to focus more 
on merit. 

At a town hall meeting July 30 
at Tinker Air Force Base, Okla., 
Wright emphasized leadership’s 
responsibility to ensure that re¬ 
sources, funds and personnel are 
available for programs to prevent 
suicide in the service. 

“We are going to work really 
hard to get these things across 
the goal line, but we are not tied 
to any specific day,” Wright said. 
“If we get them close and set the 
next team up for success, we will 
be happy, as long as we are taking 
care of airmen.” 

'fergusbh.brian@stripes.com 

Twitter: @BrianFerg57 
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Lance CpIs. Jose Castrobaez, left, and Raekwon Johnson, C-130J engine mechanics 
based at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, aided a Japanese man who was 
injured while spearfishing. 

Iwakuni-based Marines praised 
for helping injured Japanese man 

By James Bolinger 
Stars and Stripes 


Petty officer shot, killed by security 
personnel at Little Creek identified 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 


MARINE CORPS AIR STATION 
IWAKUNI, Japan — Two Iwakuni-based 
Marines were lauded Tuesday for aiding 
a Japanese man who was injured while 
spearfishing near the air station on July 
27. 

Lance Cpls. Jose Castrobaez and Rae¬ 
kwon Johnson — C-130 J engine mechanics 
from Marine Aerial Refueler Transport 
Squadron 152 — were flying drones on the 
bank of the Nishiki River near the Kintai- 
kyo Bridge when a friend of the injured 
man asked the Marines for help, the pair 
told Stars and Stripes on July 31. 

“We met these guys who were having 
their own barbecue,” Castrobaez said. 
“They invited me to go swimming with 
them. I believe they were practicing how 
to spearfish, and the next thing you know I 
was doing my own thing and they told me, 
‘Hey our buddy needs help.’” 

Castrobaez walked over to investigate 
and saw a spear sticking out of the man’s 
torso. 

“We didn’t get taught anything in boot 
camp about what to do when someone stabs 
themselves with a spear. Maybe a bullet, 
but not a spear,” he said. 

Castrobaez then called Johnson, who 
had been flying a drone, over to help. 

“I asked him, ‘If you ever got stabbed by 
a spear what, would you do?”’ Castrobaez 
said. 

His question came across as totally 


theoretical, said Johnson, adding that Cas¬ 
trobaez was so calm that he didn’t realize 
someone was hurt. 

“I told him that ‘I wouldn’t pull it out, 
and I would try to get some help,’ ” Johnson 
said. 

Johnson — surprised by the sight of 
blood and a spear sticking out of the man’s 
rib cage — said he thought the victim was 
going into shock. He sat behind him and 
supported his weight while directing an¬ 
other man to hold the spear still. Another 
person called for help, Johnson said. 

“We just sat there with him, trying to 
keep him awake until [first responders] 
got there,” said Johnson, who added that 
the most important thing he thought he 
could do at the time was to keep everyone, 
including himself, calm. 

The injured man was treated at a nearby 
hospital for an injury that was not life- 
threatening, an Iwakuni police spokesman 
told Stars and Stripes. He added that the 
incident is under investigation. 

“These Marines displayed exemplary 
character by helping a person in need,” 
Staff Sgt. Vitaliy Rusavskiy, a spokesman 
for Marine Aircraft Group 12, said Tues¬ 
day in an email to Stars and Stripes. “We 
are thankful to the local community for 
allowing us to be part of Iwakuni, where 
we continue to make friendships and pro¬ 
vide assistance to each other whenever 
needed.” 

Stars and Stripes reporter Hana Kusumoto con¬ 
tributed to this report. 
boiinger.james@stripes.com 
Twitter: @bolinger]2004 


A sailor who was shot and killed by Navy 
Security Force personnel Friday after he 
fled a traffic stop at Joint Expeditionary 
Base Little Creek in Virginia has been 
identified as Juan Gerardo Medina-Rey- 
naga, 25, according to a news release Mon¬ 
day from Navy Region Mid-Atlantic. 

The Kansas native was an aviation 
boatswain’s mate assigned to the aircraft 
carrier USS George H.W. Bush. Medina- 
Reynaga was a petty officer 3rd class, ac¬ 
cording to The Virginian Pilot. 

Security personnel attempted to stop 
Medina-Reynaga for driving erratically 
in a 2016 Dodge Charger about 9:50 p.m. 
Friday, according to the news release. He 
attempted to flee the base, so security per¬ 
sonnel deployed the automatic barriers at 
the base’s Gate 5. 

Medina-Reynaga swerved into the park¬ 
ing lot of a nearby Navy Exchange Mini 
Mart, where he crashed the car he was 


By Susan Montoya Bryan 
Associated Press 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — New Mexico 
Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham says the US. 
Environmental Protection Agency is fail¬ 
ing to protect public health and the envi¬ 
ronment by not helping with a legal battle 
against the U.S. Air Force over contami¬ 
nation at two military installations in her 
state. 

The governor took aim at the federal 
agency in a letter sent Friday to EPA Ad¬ 
ministrator Andrew Wheeler. She referred 
to a commitment he made during a con¬ 
gressional hearing earlier this year to pro¬ 
vide legal and technical assistance. 

The agency in a letter sent to state of¬ 
ficials in July said it wasn’t permitted to 
take legal action against another federal 
department or agency. 

“The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s decision to not do everything 
under its current enforcement authori¬ 
ties — whether judicial or administrative 
— is inconsistent with its mission to protect 
public health and the environment,” Lujan 
Grisham wrote. 


driving into a gas pump about 10:10 p.m. 

Medina-Reynaga fled on foot to evade 
arrest, and officers pursued and attempted 
to apprehend him. During the altercation, 
Medina-Reynaga assaulted security per¬ 
sonnel and attempted to remove one of the 
officers’ weapons. 

An NSF officer shot Medina-Reynaga 
during the altercation. He was pronounced 
dead about 10:50 p.m.. 

The officer responsible for shooting Me¬ 
dina-Reynaga has been removed from law 
enforcement duties and will be placed on 
administrative duties pending the outcome 
of the investigation, which is standard op¬ 
erating procedure, according to the news 
release. Two NSF personnel were hurt 
during the altercation. They were treated 
for minor injuries at the scene. 

Both the mini mart and the gate have re¬ 
turned to normal operations. Naval Crimi¬ 
nal Investigative Service and Navy Region 
Mid-Atlantic are investigating the incident. 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 


The state in July had asked for the agen¬ 
cy to pursue enforcement against the De¬ 
fense Department for contamination at the 
Cannon and Holloman air bases. 

The state sued in April, saying the feder¬ 
al government has a responsibility to clean 
up toxic chemicals left behind by past 
military firefighting activities. The con¬ 
tamination is linked to chemicals known 
as per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, or 
PFAS. 

Similar contamination has been found at 
military sites across the nation, and grow¬ 
ing evidence that exposure can be dan¬ 
gerous has prompted the EPA to consider 
setting a maximum level for the chemicals 
in drinking water nationwide. 

Lujan Grisham and New Mexico Envi¬ 
ronment Secretary James Kenney argue 
the EPA has issued comphance orders in 
numerous other cases involving federal 
agencies or departments in which con¬ 
tamination resulted in violations of the Re¬ 
source Conservation and Recovery Act. 

They pointed to a case in which the U.S. 
Army was required to deal with contami¬ 
nation from chemicals at the former Fort 
Gillem base in Georgia. 


NM governor, citing contamination at 
bases, says EPA isn’t protecting public 
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Esper visits New Zealand 
as its Iraq mission ends 


By Slobodan Lekic 
Stars and Stripes 



Presidential Press Service/AP 


Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan gestures as he addresses 
supporters in Bursa, Turkey, on Sunday. U.S. and Turkish defense 
officials met in Ankara on Tuesday for a second day in last-ditch 
negotiations on creating a safe zone in northern Syria. 

Invasion: US officials fear 
foreign fighters could be freed 
if Turkey enters Kurd territory 


New Zealand has declined a 
NATO request to retain military 
advisers in Iraq, a decision that 
came just prior to a visit from De¬ 
fense Secretary Mark Esper dur¬ 
ing his tour of the Pacific. 

Monday’s government decision 
came before Esper arrived in 
Auckland and said he was look¬ 
ing forward to boosting defense 
cooperation, Television New Zea¬ 
land reported. 

The Iraq decision is not expect¬ 
ed to have a m^or impact on U.S. 
defense relations with New Zea¬ 
land, which Esper praised upon 
arrival for its shared values and 
the sacrifices it made along with 
U.S. troops during World War II. 

New Zealand’s Cabinet reaf¬ 
firmed its earlier decision to pull 
out its remaining 143 personnel 
from Iraq by next June. Most are 
based at Camp Tqji, where they 
have been participating in a U.S.- 
and NATO-led training mission 
since 2015. 

A Cabinet statement said New 


The Iraq decision 
is not expected to 
have a major impact 
on U.S. defense 
relations with New 
Zealand. 


Zealand had “done its duty” help¬ 
ing train Iraq’s military and that 
the government would continue 
providing stabilization funding 
for the defense force. 

NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg, who is also visiting 
Australia and New Zealand this 
week, had asked Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern earlier this year 
to retain the trainers. 

They are part of a broader 
international coalition helping 
rebuild the country’s military, 
which sustained damage in the 
fight against Islamic State from 
2014 to 2017. 

Defense Minister Ron Mark 
said that along with Australia, the 


advisers had helped train 44,000 
Iraqi troops. 

“That gives increased resil¬ 
ience and sustainability to their 
operations,” he said, according to 
a Radio New Zealand report. 

Meanwhile, Esper is on a week- 
long tour of America’s allies in 
the Pacific — his first interna¬ 
tional trip since his confirmation 
— amid growing concerns about 
North Korea’s missile launches 
and China’s mihtary buildup. 

Esper credited New Zealand on 
Monday with sharing “a vision of 
the future based on values of sov¬ 
ereignty, peaceful conflict, reso¬ 
lution, international world law 
and freedom of navigation.” 

The U.S. and its allies in the 
Pacific have routinely referenced 
international law and freedom 
of navigation in recent years 
because of clashes with China, 
which claims much of the South 
China Sea and its territory de¬ 
spite competing claims and in¬ 
ternational court rulings limiting 
Beijing’s reach. 

New Zealand is one of the “Five 
Eyes,” a top-level intelligence 
sharing program that also in¬ 
cludes the United States, Austra¬ 
lia, Canada and Britain. 

Esper’s trip to New Zealand 
follows a visit to Australia, where 
the government has come under 
pressure to allow the U.S. to in¬ 
stall ground-based missiles in the 
country’s north. 

But following Monday’s talks in 
Sydney, Australian officials said 
their country will not be used as 
a base for any planned U.S. mid¬ 
range missiles. The Associated 
Press reported. 

Australian Defense Minister 
Linda Reynolds said Esper made 
no such request and no further 
requests were expected from 
Washington, the AP reported. 

Esper, who will also visit Japan, 
Mongolia and South Korea, told 
reporters he wanted intermedi¬ 
ate-range missiles based in Asia 
as a deterrent to what he per¬ 
ceived as “an era of great power 
competition.” 
lekic.slobodan(I)stripes.com 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

He did not provide details on 
where progress is being made. 

The dispute further weakens 
U.S. relations with NATO ally 
Turkey, coming closely on the 
heels of the Trump administra¬ 
tion’s decision to remove Ankara 
from the American-led F-35 
fighter aircraft program because 
it is buying a Russian air defense 
system that would aid Moscow’s 
intelligence. 

The U.S. government’s concern 
is that the Russian S-400 system 
could be used to gather data on 
the capabilities of the F-35, and 
that the information could end up 
in Russian hands. 

Esper said the U.S. will not 
abandon its SDF allies. 

Hundreds of U.S. troops are 
stationed east of the Euphrates 
River in northern Syria working 
with the SDF, and an incursion 
by Turkey could put them in the 
middle of any firefight between 
Turkish and Kurdish forces. 

Syrian Kurdish fighters from 
the People’s Protection Units, or 
YPG, are the key element of the 
SDF. Turkey considers the YPG 
an existential threat and as ter¬ 
rorists with close links to a de- 
cadeslong insurgency within its 


own border led by the Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party, or PKK. 

The SDF, however, has been 
America’s main partner on the 
ground against ISIS, and the 
Kurds are currently detaining 
thousands of foreign fighters. U.S. 
officials worry that those fighters 
could get free during a Turkish 
invasion into the Kurdish-held 
territory. 

Turkey and the U.S. have been 
negotiating for months over the 
establishment of a safe zone along 
the Syrian border that would ex¬ 
tend east of the Euphrates to 
Iraq. 

Turkey wants to establish a 
25-mile-deep zone. But so far the 
two sides have failed to reach an 
agreement. 

Esper said Turkey is a long¬ 
standing ally and the U.S. is tak¬ 
ing this one day at a time. He 
suggested that the SDF issue is 
not new and is markedly different 
than an ally buying a Russian- 
made air defense system that 
could threaten a U.S. aircraft. 

“We’ve all seen this before. 
They have long-standing con¬ 
cerns about the PKK,” said 
Esper. “That’s why we want to 
work with them to address their 
legitimate security concerns 
going forward.” 



Tamara Cummings/U.S. Army Reserve 


A New Zealand soldier gives feedback to an Iraqi soldier on Camp 
Taji, Iraq, in May. New Zealand has declined a NATO request to 
retain military advisers in Iraq. 


UN chief: With up to $300M at its disposal, ISIS still a threat 


Associated Press 

UNITED NATIONS — The ex¬ 
tremist group Islamic State has 
been left with as much as $300 
million following the loss of its 
so-called “caliphate” in Iraq and 
Syria, “with none of the financial 
demands of controlling territory 
and population,” UN. Secretary- 
General Antonio Guterres said in 
a report released Monday. 

The report to the Security 
Council on the threat posed by 
ISIS warns that the lull in attacks 
directed by the militant group 


“may be temporary.” 

Last week, UN. experts said in 
another report to the council that 
ISIS leaders are aiming to consol¬ 
idate and create conditions for an 
“eventual resurgence in its Iraqi 
and Syrian heartlands.” It said 
the current lull in attacks “may 
not last long, possibly not even 
until the end of 2019.” 

Guterres said in the new report 
that while the loss of territory 
ended ISIS’ ability to generate 
revenue from oil fields and local 
people, ISIS is believed to be ca¬ 
pable of directing funds to sup¬ 


port “terrorist acts” within Iraq 
and Syria and abroad. It said in¬ 
formal money transfer business¬ 
es known as “hawaladars” are 
the most common method. 

He said looted antiquities from 
Iraq may be another source of 
revenue for ISIS, also known as 
ISIL, and returnees from the 
conflict said there was a unit re¬ 
sponsible for selling such objects. 

“Details of antiquities traded 
and the current location of any 
stored antiquities are assessed to 
be known only to ISIL leaders,” 
he said. 


But the secretary-general 
said ISIS is also encouraging in¬ 
creased financial self-sufficiency 
throughout its network of sup¬ 
porters and affiliates. 

Guterres said the evolution of 
a covert ISIS network in Iraq at 
the provincial level since 2017 is 
being mirrored in Syria, with at¬ 
tacks increasing in government- 
controlled areas. 

ISIS personnel, including some 
senior figures, “are also reported 
to have taken refuge in governor- 
ates where hostilities are ongo¬ 
ing,” the UN. report said. 


ISIS insurgency activity in 
Iraq, including the burning of 
crops, “is designed to prevent nor¬ 
malization and reconstruction, in 
the hope that the local population 
will ultimately blame the Iraqi 
authorities,” Guterres said. “A 
similar approach is anticipated in 
the Syrian Arab Republic.” 

The report also highlights the 
continuing concerns posed by 
returning ISIS fighters and their 
families. Guterres said the UN. 
system is ready to assist countries 
in reintegrating and rehabilitat¬ 
ing those who are stranded. 
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Domestic terrorists uniquely tough to identify 


By Eric Tucker 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Follow¬ 
ing two mass shootings over 
the weekend, President Donald 
Trump called on federal authori¬ 
ties Monday to do a better job 
identifying violent extremists in 
the U.S. But that won’t be easy. 

Federal investigators look¬ 
ing to prevent acts of domestic 
terrorism like the massacre of 
22 people at a crowded shop¬ 
ping center in El Paso, Texas, on 
Saturday have fewer tools and 
legal powers at their disposal 
than they would if they were up 
against someone tied to an inter¬ 
national organization such as Is¬ 
lamic State or al-Qaida. 

That challenge has revived 
questions about whether the 


FBI, which transformed itself 
after the Sept. 11 attacks to com¬ 
bat international terrorism and 
acquired broad new surveillance 
powers, is adequately positioned 
to confront a white nationalist 
threat responsible for some of 
the deadliest acts of violence in 
the last few years. 

“I can go online and say what¬ 
ever I want, but that doesn’t mean 
it’s sufficient for the FBI to open 
an investigation,” said David 
Gomez, a former FBI counter¬ 
terrorism supervisor. “You need 
to combine the free speech with 
an overt act, and that overt act 
has to be something criminal in 
nature.” 

The laws as they exist “are not 
designed around the FBI being 
able to prevent these actions,” 
Gomez said. “The laws are de¬ 


signed to respond to crimes 
already committed and then in¬ 
vestigate them.” 

Confronting domestic terror¬ 
ism is an urgent issue for law en¬ 
forcement at a time when white 
supremacists and like-minded 
extremists are causing more 
murders — including a rampage 
at a Pittsburgh synagogue that 
killed 11 last October — than 
Americans inspired by foreign 
groups. 

The FBI made about 90 do¬ 
mestic terrorism arrests in the 
first three-quarters of the year 
and has hundreds of open cases. 

Still, Trump said Monday, law 
enforcement “must do a better 
job of identifying and acting on 
early warning signs.” 

“I am directing the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice to work in part¬ 


nership with local, state and 
federal agencies, as well as so¬ 
cial media companies, to develop 
tools that can detect mass shoot¬ 
ers before they strike,” the presi¬ 
dent said. 

That’s easier said than done, 
with part of the challenge 
arising from how federal law 
distinguishes between interna¬ 
tional terrorism and domestic 
terrorism. 

Law enforcement officials con¬ 
ducting international terrorism 
investigations, for instance, can 
get a secret surveillance war¬ 
rant to monitor the communica¬ 
tions of a person they think may 
be the agent of a foreign power or 
terrorist group. 

Similarly, the U.S. criminal 
code makes it a crime for any¬ 
one to lend material support to 


designated foreign terrorism or¬ 
ganizations, including ISIS and 
al-Qaida, even if the investiga¬ 
tion doesn’t involve accusations 
of violence. 

There’s no domestic counter¬ 
part to that material support 
statute, meaning federal pros¬ 
ecutors must rely on hate crimes 
laws, weapons charges and other 
approaches that may not carry 
the terrorism label. 

Mere membership in, or sup¬ 
port for, a white supremacist 
organization is not illegal. And 
decades after accusations of 
surveillance abuses in the era 
of former Director J. Edgar 
Hoover, FBI officials consider 
themselves duty-bound to follow 
internal guidelines meant to re¬ 
spect free speech. 


Many in El Paso cool 
to presidential visit 



John Locher/AP 


A man cries Tuesday beside a makeshift memorial near the scene 
of Saturday’s mass shooting in El Paso, Texas. Many in El Paso are 
objecting to a planned visit Wednesday by President Donald Trump. 


Associated Press 

EL PASO, Texas — The Texas 
border city jolted by a weekend 
massacre at a Walmart prepared 
for a visit from President Donald 
Trump over anger from El Paso 
residents and local Democratic 
leaders who say he isn’t welcome 
and should stay away. 

El Paso Mayor Dee Margo 
announced at a news confer¬ 
ence that Trump planned to visit 
Wednesday and, in an early sign 
of emotions already running high, 
immediately defended the deci¬ 
sion to welcome the president. 

Trump coming to El Paso in the 
wake of the tragedy is unnerving 
some residents and politicians, 
who said his divisive words are 
partly to blame. But Margo, a Re¬ 
publican, deflected criticism. 

“I want to clarify for the po¬ 
litical spin that this is the office 
of the mayor of El Paso in an of¬ 
ficial capacity welcoming the of¬ 
fice of the president of the United 
States,” Margo said. 

Acknowledging the backlash 
in the community, Margo added, 
“I’m already getting the emails 
and the phone calls.” 

In scripted remarks from the 
White House on Monday, Trump 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Three air¬ 
men from Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base in Ohio were injured 
when they were evacuated Sun¬ 
day from a popular district of 
Dayton, Ohio, targeted in a shoot¬ 
ing rampage that left nine people 
dead, the commander of the base 
said Monday. 

“[The airmen] were not direct¬ 
ly injured in the shooting. How¬ 
ever, they were treated for minor 


urged unity while blaming men¬ 
tal illness and video games. He 
made no mention of limiting gun 
sales. 

Democratic Rep. Veronica Es¬ 
cobar, of El Paso, made clear that 
the president was not welcome 
in her hometown as it mourned. 
Democratic presidential candi¬ 
date Beto O’Rourke, who was a 
congressman from El Paso for 
six years, also said Trump should 
stay away. 

“This president, who helped 
create the hatred that made Sat¬ 
urday’s tragedy possible, should 
not come to El Paso. We do not 
need more division. We need 
to heal. He has no place here,” 
O’Rourke tweeted. 

Other residents in the largely 
Latino city of 700,000 said Mon¬ 
day that Trump’s rhetoric is dif¬ 
ficult for them to stomach. 

“It’s offensive just because 
most of us here are Hispanic” 
said Isel Velasco, 25. “It’s not like 
he’s going to help or do anything 
about it.” 

Authorities are scrutinizing 
a racist, anti-immigrant screed 
posted online shortly before 
police say Patrick Crusius, 21, 
opened fire on Saturday. Lan¬ 
guage in the document mirrors 


injuries sustained during the 
mass evacuation of the area,” Col. 
Thomas Sherman, commander of 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
and the 88th Air Base Wing, said 
Monday in a statement. “While 
we are profoundly grateful that 
none of our fellow airmen were 
seriously injured, the base and 
the entire community are heart¬ 
broken over this senseless taking 
of life.” 

The shooter, Connor Betts, 24, 
killed nine people, including his 


some of the words used by Trump, 
who on Monday denounced white 
supremacy, which he has been re¬ 
luctant to criticize. 

The White House hasn’t an¬ 
nounced Trump’s trip, but the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
has advised pilots of a presiden¬ 
tial visit that day to El Paso and 
Dayton, Ohio, where a second 
weekend shooting left nine people 
dead. 

Authorities at the news con¬ 
ference in El Paso also revealed 
details about the suspect’s 
whereabouts before the shooting 
— some of the first to come out 
regarding his movements. Police 
Chief Greg Allen said Crusius 
drove more than 10 hours from 


sister, just after 1 a.m. when the 
bars were closing down in the 
downtown Oregon District of 
Dayton. Fourteen other people 
suffered gunshots wounds, ac¬ 
cording to the Dayton Police De¬ 
partment on Monday. 

Betts was killed by police re¬ 
sponding to the gunfire. 

Wright-Patterson has estab¬ 
lished a Helping Agency Support 
Center on the base for airmen, 
their families and civilians to ac¬ 
cess post-tragedy assistance from 
chaplains, mental health and 


the Dallas area before arriving in 
El Paso. He said Crusius got lost 
in a neighborhood before ending 
up at Walmart “because, we un¬ 
derstand, he was hungry.” 

Allen didn’t elaborate. 

Crusius is from the affluent 
Dallas suburb of Allen. The po¬ 
lice chief said the gun used was 
legally purchased near the sus¬ 
pect’s hometown. The chief did 
not say what kind of weapon it 
was but described the ammuni¬ 
tion as 7.62-caliber, which is used 
in high-powered rifles. 

Crusius, who is being held with¬ 
out bond, said in his application 
for a public defender that he has 
no income or assets and has been 
unemployed for five months. 


other counselors, Daryl Mayer, 
a spokesman for the base, wrote 
Monday in an email. 

Wright-Patterson is located 
about 12 miles from the area 
where the shooting took place. 
The base is home to Air Force 
Materiel Command, and about 
27,000 servicemembers, civilians 
and contractors work on the in¬ 
stallation, according to the base 
website. 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @caitlinmkenney 


Ohio’s GOP 
governor 
backs some 
gun limits 

Associated Press 

DAYTON, Ohio — Facing pres¬ 
sure to take action after the latest 
mass shooting in the US., Ohio’s 
Republican governor urged the 
GOP-led state Legislature on 
Tuesday to pass laws requiring 
background checks for nearly all 
gun sales and allowing courts to 
restrict firearms access for peo¬ 
ple perceived as threats. 

Gov. Mike DeWine said during 
a press conference Tuesday that 
Ohio needs to do more while bal¬ 
ancing people’s rights to own fire¬ 
arms and have due process. He 
outlined a series of legislative ac¬ 
tions he wants the Legislature to 
take up to address mental health 
and gun violence. “We can come 
together to do these things to save 
lives,” DeWine said. 

Protesters once again shout¬ 
ed “do something” — a refrain 
chanted during Sunday’s vigil 
honoring the victims — at DeW¬ 
ine at the start of his Tuesday an¬ 
nouncement. One person yelled, 
“Shame on you!” at DeWine while 
he was answering questions. 

His calls for action could be an 
uphill battle for the Legislature, 
which has given little consider¬ 
ation this session to those and 
other gun safety measures al¬ 
ready introduced by Democrats. 
DeWine’s Republican predeces¬ 
sor, John Kasich, also unsuccess¬ 
fully pushed for a so-called red 
flag law on restricting firearms 
for people considered threats. 

DeWine said he has talked with 
legislative leaders and believes 
his proposals can pass. 

Police say there was nothing in 
the Dayton shooter’s background 
to prevent him from buying the 
firearm used. The suspect had no 
apparent criminal record as an 
adult, and police said there was 
nothing that would have prevent¬ 
ed him from buying a gun. 


3 airmen hurt during evacuation of targeted Dayton area 
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Congress again 
weighs response 
to gun violence 



Rockstar Games 

A character opens fire in a scene from Grand Theft Auto V. The franchise from Rockstar Games is one 
of many that have been criticized for violent content. 

Games: Politicians on both sides target issue 

the effect of media and video games on gun violence 
but nothing substantial came out of that. 

“Politicians on both sides go after video games; it 
is this weird unifying force,” Markey said. “It makes 
them look like they are doing something.” 

Another reason, according to Markey, is that 
video games can look disturbing to people who 
aren’t gamers. 

“They look scary. But research just doesn’t sup¬ 
port that there’s a link” to violent behavior, he said. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

emotional arousal but less activity in the parts of the 
brain associated with the ability to plan, control and 
direct thoughts and behavior. 

Patrick Markey, a psychology professor at Villano- 
va University who focuses on video games, found in 
his research that men who commit severe acts of vio¬ 
lence actually play violent video games less than the 
average male. About 20% were interested in violent 
video games, compared with 70% of the general pop¬ 
ulation, he explained in his 2017 book “Moral Com¬ 
bat: Why the War on Violent Video Games Is Wrong.” 

Another study by Markey and his colleagues 
showed that violence tends to dip when a new violent 
movie or video game comes out, possibility because 
people are at home playing the game or in theaters 
watching the movie. 

“The general story is people who play video 
games right after might be a little hopped up and 
jerky but it doesn’t fundamentally alter who they 
are,” he said. “It is like going to see a sad movie. It 
might make you cry but it doesn’t make you clini¬ 
cally depressed.” 

The theory persists in part because politicians on 
both sides of the aisle have taken it up as an easy 
target since it lacks a powerful lobby like, say, the 
National Rifle Association. 

In 2013, after the shooting at Sandy Hook elemen¬ 
tary school in Newton, Conn., Vice President Joe 
Biden held three days of wide-ranging talks on gun 
violence prevention, including a meeting with video 
game industry executives. After the 2013 meetings 
wrapped, the White House called for research on 


Do games need ratings? 

Actually, they already have one dating back to the 
1990s. That didn’t stop Trump from calling for one 
in 2018. 

Following an outcry over violent games such as 
1992’s Mortal Kombat, the Entertainment Software 
Ratings Board was established in 1994 by the En¬ 
tertainment Software Association to give each game 
a rating based on five categories ranging from “E” 
for “Everyone” to an “Adults Only” rating for those 
18 and older. 

The ratings suggest an age range and describe 
the possibly objectionable features of games. The 
“mature” rating, for example, indicates the content 
is “generally suitable for ages 17 and up” and that 
the game “may contain intense violence, blood and 
gore, sexual content and/or strong language.” 

In 2011, the Supreme Court rejected a California 
law banning the sale of violent video games to chil¬ 
dren. The decision found that video games, like other 
media, are protected by the First Amendment. 


8chan loses online hosts after shooting 


Associated Press 

BOSTON — The online mes¬ 
sage board 8chan was effectively 
knocked offline Monday after 
two companies cut off vital tech¬ 
nical services following the mass 
shooting in El Paso, Texas, whose 
perpetrator was linked to the site. 
8chan is known for trafficking in 
anonymous hate speech and in¬ 
citement of hate crimes. 

A racist “manifesto” posted to 
the site is believed to have been 
written by the suspect in Satur¬ 
day’s killing of 22 people in El 
Paso, Texas. If it was, it would 
be the third known instance of 
a shooter posting to the site be¬ 
fore going on a rampage, follow¬ 
ing mass shootings at two New 
Zealand mosques in the spring, 
and another at a California 
synagogue. 


Late Sunday, the security 
company Cloudflare announced 
it was cutting off the message 
board, which has a history of use 
by violent extremists, for being “a 
cesspool of hate.” 

8chan quickly found a new 
online host: Sammamish, Wash.- 
based Epik.com, whose site 
declares it “the Swiss bank of 
domains.” Epik provides similar 
support for Gab.com, another 
social media site frequented by 
white supremacists that doesn’t 
ban hate speech. 

Gab is where the man accused 
of massacring 11 people last Oc¬ 
tober in a Pittsburgh synagogue 
posted anti-Semitic vitriol. Epik 
also owns the security company 
BitMitigate, whose clients include 
the Daily Stormer, a neo-Nazi and 
white supremacist site. 

Like Cloudflare, BitMitigate 


protects websites from denial- 
of-service attacks that can make 
them unreachable — the kind 
of online armor that conten¬ 
tious message boards require to 
survive. 

But on Monday, London-based 
Voxility, a provider of network 
hardware and services, upended 
both Epik and BitMitigate by 
terminating its contract with the 
companies, said Maria Sirbu, the 
company’s vice president of busi¬ 
ness development. 

“We have made the connection 
that at least two or three of the 
latest mass shooting in the US. 
were connected with these guys,” 
Sirbu said. “At some point, some¬ 
body needed to make the decision 
on where the limit is between 
what is illegal and what is free¬ 
dom of speech and today it had to 
be us.” 


By Matthew Daly 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Newtown. 
Charleston. Orlando. Parkland. 

And now after mass shootings 
in El Paso, Texas, and Dayton, 
Ohio, Congress again is confront¬ 
ed with the question of what, if 
anything, lawmakers should do 
to combat the scourge of gun vio¬ 
lence afflicting the country. 

While both parties are calling 
for action, the retreat to familiar 
political corners was swift. Dem¬ 
ocrats demanded quick approval 
of gun control legislation — some 
of it already passed by the House 
— while Republicans looked else¬ 
where for answers, focusing on 
mental health and violent video 
games. 

With Congress away from 
Washington for a five-week re¬ 
cess and the parties intractably 
divided, the odds appear stacked 
in favor of gridlock. But Demo¬ 
crats and some Republicans 
said this time can and should be 
different. 

“While no law will end mass 
shootings entirely, it’s time for 
Congress to act to help keep our 
communities safer,” said Sen. Pat 
Toomey, R-Pa., as he vowed to 
again push bipartisan legislation 
to expand background checks to 
all commercial firearm sales. 

Toomey and his co-sponsor, 
Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., each 
spoke with President Donald 
Trump about the background 
checks bill and a separate propos¬ 
al making it easier to take guns 
away from people believed to be a 
danger to themselves or others. 

Trump “showed a willingness 
to work with us” on background 
checks and other measures, 
Toomey told reporters in a 
conference call. “He was very 
constructive.” 

Toomey and Manchin have 
tried to pass a background check 
bill since 2013, in the aftermath 
of the Sandy Hook school shoot¬ 
ing, and could not even muster a 
Senate vote last year. 

Manchin called mass shootings 
and other gun violence “tragic 
American problems” and said it 
was “past time for Congress to 
take action.” 

Other Democrats put the bur¬ 
den on Trump, saying he should 
demand Senate M^ority Leader 
Mitch McConnell put a House- 
passed bill strengthening back¬ 
ground checks up for a vote. 

Senate Democratic Leader 
Chuck Schumer said the Senate 
GOP leader is blocking gun safe¬ 
ty reforms that more than 90% 
of Americans support. He and 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said 
McConnell, R-Ky., should call the 
Senate into emergency session 


to take immediate action on the 
House-passed bill, which would 
require federal background 
checks for all firearms sales and 
transfers, including those sold 
online or at gun shows. Another 
bill allows an expanded 10-day 
review for gun purchases. 

The House approved the bills 
in February but they have not 
come up for consideration in the 
Republican-controlled Senate. 

On a conference call Monday, 
Pelosi told Democratic lawmak¬ 
ers they have a “golden opportu¬ 
nity to save lives” by pressuring 
Trump and McConnell to act, ac¬ 
cording to a Democratic aide who 
was granted anonymity to discuss 
the private session. 

“The House stands ready to 
return to pass legislation, if the 
Senate sends us back an amended 
bipartisan bill or if other legisla¬ 
tion is ready for House action,” 
Pelosi said later in a letter to 
colleagues. 

“Senate Republicans are pre¬ 
pared to do our part,” McConnell 
said in a statement Monday. 

He spoke with GOP commit¬ 
tee leaders including Judiciary 
Committee Chairman Lindsey 
Graham and encouraged them to 
look for bipartisan solutions “to 
protect our communities without 
infringing on Americans’ consti¬ 
tutional rights,” McConnell said. 

In a brief White House speech. 
Trump condemned the weekend 
shootings in Texas and Ohio that 
left 31 people dead as barbaric 
crimes “against all humanity” 
and called for bipartisan cooper¬ 
ation to respond to an epidemic of 
gun violence. He signaled oppo¬ 
sition to large-scale gun control 
efforts, saying, “hatred pulls the 
trigger, not the gun.” 

“We vow to act with urgent re¬ 
solve,” Trump said. 

Trump offered a slightly dif¬ 
ferent message earlier in the day, 
tweeting that “Republicans and 
Democrats must come togeth¬ 
er and get strong background 
checks, perhaps marrying this 
legislation with desperately 
needed immigration reform. We 
must have something good, if not 
GREAT, come out of these two 
tragic events!” 

It was not clear how or why he 
was connecting the issues. 

Trump’s omission of back¬ 
ground checks in his White House 
remarks showed he was already 
backing away from his morning 
tweet. Democrats said. 

Congress has proven unable 
to pass substantial gun violence 
legislation, despite the frequency 
of mass shootings, in large part 
because of resistance from Re¬ 
publicans, particularly in the 
GOP-controlled Senate. 
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Trump freezes Venezuelan assets amid tensions 


The apparent goal is to give the U.S. the 
ability to apply the law beyond its borders 
to allies of Maduro ... Should those foreign 
entities continue doing business with 
Maduro they can have their U.S. assets 
seized, f 

Russ Dallen 

Caracas Capital Markets 


By Joshua Goodman 
AND Deb Riechmann 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration froze all Venezu¬ 
elan government assets in a dra¬ 
matic escalation of tensions with 
Nicolas Maduro that places his 
socialist administration along¬ 
side a short list of adversaries 
from Cuba, North Korea, Syria 
and Iran that have been targeted 
by such aggressive U.S. actions. 

The ban, blocking American 
companies and individuals from 
doing business with Maduro’s 
government and its top support¬ 
ers, took effect immediately Mon¬ 
day and is the first of its kind in 
the Western Hemisphere in more 
than three decades, following an 
asset freeze against Gen. Manuel 
Noriega’s government in Panama 
and a trade embargo on the Sand- 
inista leadership in Nicaragua in 
the 1980s. 

While the order falls short of an 
outright trade embargo — nota¬ 
bly, it spares Venezuela’s still siz¬ 
able private sector—it represents 
the most sweeping U.S. action to 


remove Maduro since the Trump 
administration recognized op¬ 
position leader Juan Guaido as 
Venezuela’s rightful leader in 
January. Critically, it also expos¬ 
es foreign entities doing business 
with the Maduro government to 
U.S. retaliation. 

“The apparent goal is to give 
the U.S. the ability to apply the 
law beyond its borders to allies of 
Maduro like China, Russia, Cuba, 
Iran and Turkey,” said Russ Dal¬ 
len, the Miami-based head of 
Caracas Capital Markets broker¬ 
age. “Should those foreign enti¬ 
ties continue doing business with 


Maduro they can have their U.S. 
assets seized.” 

The executive order signed by 
President Donald Trump justi¬ 
fied the move by citing Maduro’s 
“continued usurpation of power” 
and human rights abuses by se¬ 
curity forces loyal to him. 

U.S. national security adviser 
John Bolton hinted earlier Mon¬ 
day that far-reaching U.S. action 
was close at hand. Speaking to re¬ 
porters on the eve of an interna¬ 
tional conference in Peru to show 
support for Guaido, he said that 
the U.S. was readying measures 
“that will show the determination 


that the United States has to get a 
peaceful transfer of power.” 

Russia, which has staunchly 
backed Maduro, denounced the 
U.S. action. 

Konstantin Kosachev, the head 
of the Russian upper house’s in¬ 
ternational affairs committee, 
said Tuesday the move amounts 
to “international banditry.” He 
added in remarks carried by the 
state RIA Novosti news agency 
that it represents an “open med¬ 
dling into Venezuela’s internal 
affairs.” 

The measures are likely to ex¬ 
acerbate suffering in an already 
moribund economy marked by 
six-digit hyperinflation and a 
deep, multi-year contraction that 
surpasses that of the Great De¬ 
pression in the U.S. 

Previous sanctions targeting 
the South American nation’s oil 
industry, the source of almost 
all of its export earnings, have 
already accelerated a crash in 
oil production that started with 
Maduro’s election in 2013 follow¬ 
ing the death of his mentor, Hugo 
Chavez. 


More than 100 officials and 
government insiders also have 
had their U.S. assets frozen and 
blocked from doing business with 
Americans. As part of the ex¬ 
ecutive order, Americans or U.S. 
companies that do business with 
such individuals face penalties. 
The same Maduro supporters 
will also be banned from entering 
the U.S. 

Exceptions will be allowed for 
the delivery of food, medicine and 
clothing. Transactions with Vene¬ 
zuela’s still sizable private sector 
do not appear to be affected ei¬ 
ther. It’s unclear how the actions 
will affect American oil giant 
Chevron, which last month re¬ 
ceived a three-month exemption 
from the U.S. Treasury to allow 
it to continue drilling for oil with 
state-run oil monopoly PDVSA. 

The Maduro government has 
yet to respond. But Guaido cel¬ 
ebrated the U.S. action, saying it 
would protect Houston-based oil 
company CITGO, Venezuela’s 
most valuable overseas asset, 
from attempts by Maduro to 
mortgage its assets. 


GOP retirements 
highlight shifting 
leanings in Texas 

By Alan Fram 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Monday’s announcement that 
yet another Republican congressman is retiring 
highlights the GOP’s growing struggle to win the 
House m^ority next year and the shifting political 
leanings of Texas, the nation’s second-largest state. 

Democrats’ burgeoning prospects in Texas, which 
has a deep-red pedigree, are widely attributed to 
two factors. One is the state’s growing populations 
of Hispanics and of moderate voters in communities 
ringing cities like Dallas, Houston and Austin; the 
other is the polarizing rhetoric of President Donald 
Trump. 

“Trump has really turned out to be an acceler¬ 
ant for energizing young voters and voters of color,” 
said Democratic pollster Zac McCrary, whose cli¬ 
ents include MJ Hegar, a Democratic contender 
for challenging GOP Sen. John Cornyn next year. 
“And again at the same time. Trump has so deeply 
alienated suburban white voters in numbers that are 
mind-boggling.” 

Yet the arc of the state’s demographic and po¬ 
litical changes is such that Trump remains the fa¬ 
vorite to win the state’s coveted 38 electoral votes 
next year. And Cornyn, a three-term Senate veteran 
who’s raised a daunting cache of campaign money 
and has plans to raise more, may prove difficult for 
Democrats to topple. 

Rep. Kenny Marchant, an eight-term lawmaker 
from the Dallas-Fort Worth suburbs, said Monday 
he won’t seek reelection in 2020. That made him the 
11th GOP representative to so far say he’ll step aside 
— compared with just three Democrats — and the 
seventh in just two weeks. 

Marchant is the fourth Texas Republican to say 
he’s heading home. Of that group, he’s the third 
whose district now seems in play for Democrats, 
who see the state as fertile ground for building their 
House majority. 

While Republican presidential candidates have 
carried Texas in every election since 1980, Trump 
won the state in 2016 by just 9 percentage points. 



Charles Dharapak/AP 


Rep. Kenny Merchant, R-Texas, seen in 2013, 
said he wili not seek reelection in 2020. He is the 
fourth Texas Republican to announce he is leaving 
Congress. 

That was the first time the GOP candidate won by 
less than double digits since 1996, though it was a 
large enough advantage that it could be hard for 
Democrats to overcome just four years later. 

As its residents have risen in number to around 29 
million, second only to California, its non-Hispanic 
white and black populations have grown more slow¬ 
ly than its Hispanic residents. 

That’s been coupled with growth in Texas’s sub¬ 
urbs, which both sides agree are shifting toward 
Democrats. That’s consistent with a national trend 
that helped cost Republicans House control last year 
and helped Democrats unseat two GOP incumbents 
in the Dallas and Houston suburbs. 

Marchant, 68, gave no specific reason for his re¬ 
tirement in a written statement, saying, “It is time.” 

He was reelected last year by a mere 3 percentage 
points after winning by 17 percentage points in 2016 
and by 33 percentage points in 2014. He’d raised 
nearly $750,000 so far this year and had nearly $2.2 
million cash on hand — far surpassing potential 
challengers and giving no hint he would step aside. 

The Democratic Congressional Campaign Com¬ 
mittee, House Democrats’ political organization, 
is mockingly calling the Texas lawmakers’ retire¬ 
ments “Texodus” and months ago opened a cam¬ 
paign office in Austin, the state’s capital. 

They are targeting three other Texas Republi¬ 
cans elected from suburban districts last year by 
4 percentage points or less: veteran Reps. Michael 
McCaul and John Carter and freshman Chip Roy. 


Man who sent pipe bombs 
is sentenced to 20 years 


By Tom Hays 
AND Larry Neumeister 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A Florida ama¬ 
teur body builder who admitted 
sending pipe bombs to promi¬ 
nent Democrats and CNN was 
sentenced to 20 years in prison 
Monday by a judge who conclud¬ 
ed the bombs purposely were not 
designed to explode. 

Cesar Sayoc, 57, wept and 
crossed himself, appearing re¬ 
lieved, when U.S. District Judge 
Jed S. Rakoff announced the 
sentence. 

Prosecutors had urged a life 
prison term for Sayoc, who plead¬ 
ed guilty earlier this year after 
mailing 16 pipe bombs days be¬ 
fore the midterm elections last 
fall. 

“He hated his victims, he 
wished them no good, but he was 
not so lost as to wish them dead, 
at least not by his own hand,” the 
judge said. 

The one-time stripper and 
pizza delivery man from Aventu¬ 
ra, Fla., apologized to his victims, 
saying he was “so very sorry for 
what I did.” 

His targets included Hillary 
Clinton, former Vice President 
Joe Biden, several members 
of Congress, former President 
Barack Obama and actor Rob¬ 
ert De Niro. Devices were also 
mailed to CNN offices in New 
York and Atlanta. 

Assistant federal defender 
Marcus Amelkin said Sayoc was 
obsessed with President Donald 
Trump and grew to believe Dem¬ 
ocrats were to blame for damage 
to his van, which was plastered 
with Trump stickers and images 


of crosshairs superimposed over 
the faces of Trump opponents. 
Sayoc “looked up to the president 
as a father figure,” the lawyer 
said. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Jane 
Kim said Sayoc “set out to terror¬ 
ize people” and had not sufficient¬ 
ly shown remorse. 

“Politics cannot justify a ter¬ 
rorist attack,” she said, while the 
judge dismissed talk of Trump as 
a “side show.” 

Assistant Attorney General John 
Demers, the 
head of the 
Justice De¬ 
partment’s 
national se¬ 
curity divi¬ 
sion, said in 
a statement 
that “time 
and again, 
we have seen 
individuals 
attempt to 
express po¬ 
litical views and resolve political 
disagreements through violence. 

“Cesar Sayoc has now been 
sentenced for acts of domestic 
terrorism that are repulsive to all 
Americans who cherish a society 
built on respectful and non-violent 
political discourse,” Demers said. 
“Our democracy depends on our 
debating our strongly held views 
peacefully and respectfully, and 
when someone does not, on our 
prosecuting and punishing those 
who do not abide by these values.” 

In all, 16 rudimentary pipe 
bombs were mailed to addresses 
in New York, New Jersey, Dela¬ 
ware, California, Washington and 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

None exploded. 



Sayoc 












Wednesday, August 7,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 11 


NATION 



Claire Galofaro/AP 

Scott Bremner, a talk radio host in Erie, Pa., has hosted recent conversations on race relations. 


In Trump's America, politics 
dictates definition of racism 


By Claire Galofaro 
AND Bill Barrow 

Associated Press 

ERIE, Pa. — It was the last 
morning of the workweek, and 
Scott Bremner, a popular talk- 
radio host here in Erie, Pa., found 
himself — again — in the role of 
accidental referee on the issue of 
race. 

And again, the discussion was 
inspired by racial provocations 
from President Donald Trump. 
For one caller, critics of Trump 
had things 
ANALYSIS upside -down. 

“It has noth¬ 
ing to do with 
race, and those who suggest that 
it does, they are the real racists,” 
the caller said. “We’re getting 
angry again, and I’m telling you, 
we’re going to step up again and 
vote for Trump because we are 
not racist. Trump is not a racist 
and you guys are fomenting this 
stuff” 

Before Bremner could respond, 
the man hung up. 

“Make your point and run,” 
Bremner said. “That’s a good way 
to have a discussion.” 

Yet that is the way many Amer¬ 
icans seem to be discussing the 
nation’s roiling racial discord. 

The next morning, a young 
man 2,000 miles away posted a 
hateful, anti-immigrant screed 
on the internet, walked into a 
Walmart in El Paso, Texas, with 
a gun and shot 22 people dead. 
By the time Bremner signed on 
again Monday morning, another 
man with a gun had stormed an 
entertainment district in Dayton, 
Ohio, killing nine, though his mo¬ 
tive remains unknown. 

Bremner’s show carries just 
one current of the heated nation¬ 
al debate on race that has been 
fanned by Trump’s unrepentant 
use of white identity politics and 
inflamed by white supremacist 
violence like the shooting in El 
Paso. In interviews with The 
Associated Press across a half¬ 


dozen states, voters see a country 
riven by racial animus — better 
than a generation ago, but worse 
than before Trump’s presidency, 
with little choice but to confront 
the long national struggle anew. 

Months ago, Bremner, who 
considers himself a moderate, 
“a lone voice in the wilderness,” 
wondered if Trump’s comments 
offered an opportunity to ad¬ 
dress racism that has been long- 
simmering. He tried to establish 
whether his listeners could agree 
on a fundamental question: What 
is racism? The answer, he real¬ 
ized, is no, they don’t even agree 
on that. 

“One of the byproducts of hav¬ 
ing a president this polarizing, 
all this stuff starts to come out, 
which you could argue might be 
a good thing in the long term,” 
Bremner said. “Will it lead us to a 
better day? I can’t tell you yet.” 

Racial and ethnic polarization 
has been a hallmark of Trump’s 
political rise and is central to his 
reelection. He’s warned of an “in¬ 
vasion” at the southern border, 
posted racist tweets about four 
women of color in Congress and 
attacked Democratic Rep. Elijah 
Cummings’ largely black dis¬ 
trict as a “rat and rodent infested 
mess.” 

Ideology 

Trump needs to maximize sup¬ 
port from white voters in places 
like Erie County, a former Demo¬ 
cratic stronghold with a wither¬ 
ing manufacturing industry and 
declining population. The county 
chose President Barack Obama 
twice, then flipped for Trump 
and helped narrowly deliver him 
the key state of Pennsylvania. 

The chum over Trump’s racial 
polarization has largely taken 
shape along ideological lines. 
Those on the right root for him 
more as those on the left see their 
own anger rise. 

Jim Noland unfurled a Trump 
flag as big as a minivan in a 


mral town near Erie. He cheered 
Trump on when he tweeted about 
Cummings’ Baltimore-area 
district. Through Nolan’s lens, 
Trump’s message wasn’t racist; it 
was truth. 

“Before, you just wouldn’t dis¬ 
agree with [Democrats] because 
you were afraid of being called 
a racist,” he said. “And now you 
disagree with them because their 
ideas are bad, and that’s enough. 
When they call you a racist back, 
you can laugh.” 

He dismissed any link be¬ 
tween Trump’s rhetoric and the 
El Paso’s shooting suspect’s post. 
The problem was one deranged 
man, he 
said. 

Infinity 
Tucker, an El 
Paso native, 
identifies as 
Afro-Latina. 
“He’s a 
I grown man,” 
Tucker said 
of the white 
suspect, Pat¬ 
rick Crusius, 
21. “He’s able to make his own 
choices.” 

At a vigil mourning those killed 
in Dayton, attendees echoed the 
reluctance to assign fault to the 
president. Rickie Myles, 74, a 
black woman, said she’s increas¬ 
ingly fearful in an environment 
where “people spew hate” with 
ease. But Myles sees no way to 
understand his motives. “All we 
can do is speculate,” she said. 

Away from the visceral re¬ 
sponses of El Paso and Dayton, 
the response has largely cleaved 
along politically polarized lines. 

Lucretia Hughes, a black con¬ 
servative activist and former tea 
party leader in Georgia, points to 
the nation’s long history of racism 
and calls it “ludicrous” to blame 
the current flare-up on Trump. 
She sees a president who fights 
aggressively, if unconventionally, 
for an undervalued part of the 
electorate — “the real m^ority. 



Tucker 



David Gifreda, The Cincinnati Enquirer/AP 


Royce Winters, a former police officer and the director of African 
American Ministries for the Catholic Archdiocese of Cincinnati, 
preaches at the Church of the Resurrection in Cincinnati in May. He 
says we’re all in the fight for racial equality together. 



Claire Galofaro/AP 


Jim Noland unspools a President Donald Trump flag near Erie, Pa. 
He cheered Trump on when the president tweeted about Rep. Elijah 
Cummings’ district anchored in Baltimore. 


the real middle class and work¬ 
ing class” that’s made up of all 
races and creeds. Trump delivers 
a brand of populism “that isn’t 
about color,” she said. 

‘Good vs. evir 

Talina Massey, in New Bern, 
N.C., has little problem steering 
responsibility to the Oval Office 
and an occupant she sees as de¬ 
liberately indulging the worst 
human instincts. Massey, 35, who 
is a black retired Marine, said the 
environment could be so toxic 
that ousting Trump in 2020 might 
not be enough to calm the water. 

“It’s not a matter of party lines 
anymore,” Massey said. “It’s a 
matter of good vs. evil, the ulti¬ 
mate conflict.” 

And it’s certainly a reminder 
that Trump’s approach — wheth¬ 
er strategic or intuitive or some 
combination — doesn’t just en¬ 
ergize voters inclined to his 
rhetoric. It emboldens his critics, 
particularly nonwhites, younger 
whites who value diversity and 
moderate older whites uncom¬ 
fortable with Trump’s values. 
All of those groups will influence 
Election Day outcomes as much 
as Trump’s white base in the key 
states whose narrow 2016 mar¬ 
gins delivered his Electoral Col¬ 
lege victory. 

Trump “allows what’s been 
under the surface to bubble up,” 
said Catherine Meeks, 73, a black 
woman who leads a race reconcil¬ 
iation ministry for the Episcopal 
Church in Atlanta. But long-term 
progress, she said, depends on 
whites who aren’t usually at the 
center of open racial conflict. 

“We are still in a place where 
there are too many white people 
who think the world belongs to 


them, and they don’t want to 
share it with anybody,” she said, 
noting projections that the U.S. 
could become majority nonwhite 
sometime around the mid-21st 
century. 

In Cincinnati, Royce Winters, a 
former police officer and the di¬ 
rector of African American min¬ 
istries for the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Cincinnati, said 
the fight for equality continues. 

“We have to do this together,” he 
said. “If we don’t have our white 
friends, our white counterparts, 
to advocate for doing what is right, 
we won’t get past this.” 

When Bremner returned to his 
show Monday to discuss the week¬ 
end shootings, the lights on the 
phones blinked red with callers. 

One apologized for being emo¬ 
tional. The El Paso shooting 
suspect had used language that 
mirrored the president’s own re¬ 
marks, the caller noted. He had 
written that the massacre was a 
response to the “invasion” of im¬ 
migrants coming over the south¬ 
ern border. 

At a recent rally in Florida, the 
president asked rhetorically how 
to stop migration. “Shoot them!” 
one person in the audience shout¬ 
ed. The crowd cheered; Trump 
chuckled. 

“We’re going to see more and 
more and more of this,” Brem¬ 
ner’s caller said. “Because they 
think the president is on their 
side, because they hear him say¬ 
ing the things they’re thinking. 
So there have been plenty of red 
flags and plenty of warnings, and 
we need to wake up. When a ter¬ 
rorist is using the exact same lan¬ 
guage as the president, it’s time to 
make a change.” 

The next caller said he 
disagreed. 
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Ruling coming on Puerto Rico leader 



Dennis M. Rivera Pichardo/AP 


Senators meet concerning the confirmation of Pedro Pierluisi as new governor in San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
on Monday. A Senate lawsuit challenging Perluisi is before the Puerto Rican Supreme Court. 


By Danica Goto 

Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — 
Puerto Rico’s Supreme Court on 
Monday agreed to rule on a law¬ 
suit that the island’s Senate filed 
in a bid to oust a veteran politician 
recently sworn in as the island’s 
governor. 

The court gave all parties until 
Tuesday at noon to file all neces¬ 
sary paperwork, noting that no 
extensions will be awarded. 

The lawsuit seeks a prelimi¬ 
nary injunction ordering Pedro 
Pierluisi to cease his functions 
immediately and also asks that 
the court declare unconstitu¬ 
tional a 2005 law that says a sec¬ 
retary of state does not have to be 
approved by both the House and 
Senate if he or she has to step in 
as governor. 

“I want to put an end to this, but 
I want to do it correctly,” Senate 
President Thomas Rivera Schatz 
said during a special session in 
which he stated he would let the 
court decide the outcome, adding 
that Pierluisi had only five of 15 
votes needed from the Senate for 
his earlier nomination as secre¬ 
tary of state. 

It is unclear how quickly the 
Supreme Court might rule or 
whether it would hold a hearing 
or simply issue a written opin¬ 
ion. The announcement comes as 
Puerto Ricans who successfully 
ousted the previous governor 
from office following nearly two 
weeks of protests await yet an¬ 
other twist in what is a deepening 
constitutional crisis. 

Aurea Costa, 48, a cook from 
Caguas, said she supports Pier¬ 
luisi as governor. 

“They should give him a chance 
to do something for the island,” 
she said, adding that people will 
not tolerate more government 
corruption. “The people will go 
out and protest.” 


Constitutional attorney Carlos 
Ramos said there is no deadline 
for the local Supreme Court to 
make a decision, and it cannot 
be appealed to the US. Supreme 
Court because the issue deals 
strictly with Puerto Rico’s consti¬ 
tutional law. 

If the court finds in favor of the 
Senate, Justice Secretary Wanda 
Vazquez would become gover¬ 
nor, Ramos said, adding that it’s 
unclear whether Pierluisi could 
remain as secretary of state or 
whether he would be stripped of 
all positions. 

Pierluisi was named secretary 
of state, the next in line to be gov¬ 
ernor, in a recess appointment 


last week. The island’s House of 
Representatives then confirmed 
him to the position in a 26-to-21 
vote on Friday, a move he argues 
makes him the replacement for 
Gov. Ricardo Rossello. 

However, the Senate had not 
yet voted on the appointment, and 
while it was expected to do so on 
Monday afternoon, Schatz said 
there would be no vote. 

Pierluisi said in a statement 
that there is no time to lose. 

“Although it is regrettable that 
this matter has to be elucidated in 
our courts, I hope that it will be 
treated with the greatest urgency 
and diligence for the good of the 
people of Puerto Rico,” he said. 


Rossello formally resigned on 
Aug. 2 following nearly two weeks 
of popular protests amid anger 
over corruption, mismanagement 
of funds and a leaked obscen¬ 
ity-laced chat in which he and 11 
other men made fun of women, 
gay people and victims of Hurri¬ 
cane Maria, among others. 

Puerto Rico’s constitution says 
that the secretary of state has to 
be approved by both the House 
and Senate, and that the secretary 
of state is next in line if the gover¬ 
nor steps down. One amendment, 
however, states that a secretary 
of state in line to become gover¬ 
nor does not have to be approved 
by both chambers. 


R. Kelly accused of soliciting girl, 17, in ’01 


By Jeff Baenen 
Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — A Minne¬ 
sota prosecutor charged singer 
R. Kelly on Monday with prosti¬ 
tution and solicitation related to 
an allegation that he invited a 17- 
year-old girl to his hotel room in 
2001 and paid her $200 to dance 
naked with him. 

Hennepin County Attorney 
Mike Freeman said Kelly, whose 
full name is Robert Sylvester 
Kelly, is accused of soliciting the 
girl after meeting her before a 
concert in Minneapolis. 

Freeman said the girl was try¬ 
ing to get an autograph from Kelly, 
and that the R&B performer gave 
her his signature and a phone 
number. When the girl called the 
number, she was invited to Kelly’s 
hotel. There she was offered $200 
to take off her clothes and dance. 
Freeman said. 

He said Kelly took his clothes 



Amr Alfiky/AP 


Minnesota authorities chained 
singer R. Kelly on Monday with 
two counts of prostitution and 
solicitation involving a girl under 
18 in 2001. 

off and they danced together. 

A criminal complaint said the 
girl said Kelly lay on his bed and 
the girl climbed on top of him 


“body to body.” 

“According to Victim, the de¬ 
fendant was rubbing her body” 
and fondling himself, according 
to the complaint. “Victim stated 
that the defendant touched all 
over her body.” 

The complaint said the girl at¬ 
tended Kelly’s concert “as a guest 
who did not have to pay,” and told 
her brother what had happened in 
Kelly’s hotel room. 

The charges are felonies, each 
punishable by up to five years in 
prison. Freeman said his office 
investigated after getting a tip 
from a Chicago tip line. 

“We felt we had more than 
enough to charge based on her 
testimony and corroboration 
from her brother,” Freeman said. 
“I don’t like buying sex from mi¬ 
nors, and I don’t think most other 
people do either.” 

Kelly’s attorney, Steve Green¬ 
berg, tweeted: “Give me a break. 
This is beyond absurd.” He did 


not immediately respond to a re¬ 
quest for further comment. 

The criminal complaint didn’t 
name the accuser, and her attor¬ 
ney, Gloria Allred, said it would 
not be disclosed. She called the 
woman “a child victim of Mr. 
Kelly” and said she showed cour¬ 
age to come forward. 

“As this new case demon¬ 
strates, it is not too late for there 
to be justice for even more vic¬ 
tims of R. Kelly,” Allred said in a 
statement. 

The charges are the latest legal 
problem for Kelly, who remains 
jailed in New York after plead¬ 
ing not guilty last week in federal 
court to charges that he sexually 
abused women and girls who at¬ 
tended his concerts there. He is 
accused of using his fame to re¬ 
cruit young women and girls into 
illegal sexual activity. 

Kelly, 52, is also charged sepa¬ 
rately in Chicago with engaging 
in child pornography. 


No more 
delays for 
medical 
pot in La. 

By Melinda Deslatte 
Associated Press 

BATON ROUGE, La. — Loui¬ 
siana is becoming the first Deep 
South state to dispense medical 
marijuana on Tuesday, four years 
after state lawmakers agreed to 
give patients access to therapeu¬ 
tic cannabis. 

Nine pharmacies are licensed 
to dispense medical marijuana 
across Louisiana and most are ex¬ 
pected to open this week. Louisi¬ 
ana joins more than 30 other states 
that allow medical marijuana in 
some form. Though marijuana is 
banned at the federal level, a con¬ 
gressional amendment blocks the 
Justice Department from inter¬ 
fering with states’ medical mari¬ 
juana programs. 

GB Sciences, one of two state- 
sanctioned growers, was to begin 
shipping medical marijuana to 
Louisiana’s registered dispensa¬ 
ries Tuesday morning after state 
regulators recently completed 
final tests and cleared it for re¬ 
lease. Hundreds of patients in 
Louisiana have been awaiting the 
start of the program after years 
of work by lawmakers, who cre¬ 
ated the regulatory framework in 
2015 for dispensing the cannabis. 
There also have been regulatory 
disputes and other hurdles. 

State Sen. Fred Mills, a phar¬ 
macist in St. Martin Parish who 
sponsored the medical marijuana 
law, never thought it would take 
years for patients to gain ac¬ 
cess. He said he has repeatedly 
received “difficult calls” from 
people with cancer, seizures and 
other debilitating conditions and 
their family members asking 
when cannabis will reach phar¬ 
macy shelves. 

“The toughest thing has been 
not being able to give people a de¬ 
finitive timeline that they could 
make plans for,” Mills said. 

“We’re super-excited. The 
first patient will be getting medi¬ 
cal marijuana here,” said Randy 
Mire, owner of Capitol Wellness 
Solutions in Baton Rouge, one of 
the nine authorized dispensaries. 

Mire said he’ll see three pa¬ 
tients Tuesday — two cancer 
patients and a veteran with post- 
traumatic stress disorder. But he 
has hundreds more waiting. 

To avoid a rush at the pharmacy, 
Capitol Wellness Solutions sched¬ 
uled appointments for patients to 
pick up the liquid tinctures that 
will be the first medical mari¬ 
juana product available — bottles 
that come with a dropper for pa¬ 
tients to use. 

Doctors won’t issue a prescrip¬ 
tion but a “physician recom¬ 
mendation form,” a legal nuance 
aimed at keeping doctors from 
jeopardizing their medical licens¬ 
es because federal law prohibits 
prescribing marijuana. 
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Puffins fill up nesting islands off Maine 



An Atlantic puffin holds herring and other baitfish in its beak in July on 
off the coast of Maine where the seabirds are thriving this year. 


By Patrick Whittle 

Associated Press 

PORTLAND, Maine — One of 
the most beloved birds in Maine 
is having one of its most produc¬ 
tive seasons for mating pairs in 
years on remote islands off the 
state’s coast. 

Atlantic puffins, with their col¬ 
orful beaks and waddling walks, 
are one of New England’s best 
recognized seabirds. Maine is 
the only state in the U.S. where 
the birds breed, and they do so 
on hard-to-reach places like Seal 
Island National Wildlife Refuge 
in the Gulf of Maine, a body of 
water that touches New England 
and Canada. 

The birds are well on their way 
to setting a record for the number 
of breeding pairs, said National 
Audubon Society scientist Ste¬ 
phen Kress, who has studied the 
birds for years. Kress said nearly 
750 pairs nested on Seal Island 
and Eastern Egg Rock in 2018, 
and this year’s number will likely 
be higher. 

The birds are thriving due to 
multiple factors, including an 
abundance of the type of fish 
they’re best suited to eat, such as 
young haddock and hake and her¬ 
ring. In some previous years, the 
birds have suffered because those 
fish were less available, replaced 
by fish that are more difficult for 
them to digest. The appearance 
of the more ideal fish could have 
to do with the Gulf of Maine run¬ 
ning somewhat cool recently. 

A lot of puffins also laid eggs 
slightly early this year, which sug¬ 
gests the parents are in good con¬ 
dition, Kress said. He cautioned 
that the birds’ breeding success 
has fluctuated in the past, so this 


year’s good news might not be 
evidence of a long-term trend. 

“This is a good year. But I think 
the message really is this — in re¬ 
cent years, especially since the 
big heat wave of’12 and ’13, we’ve 
seen a pattern of good year alter¬ 
nating with not so good year,” 
Kress said. “We’re very much in 


a system of a roller coaster as far 
as the puffins go.” 

Atlantic puffins are listed as 
vulnerable by the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature, 
and they number about 1,300 
pairs in Maine. The birds live on 
both sides of the northern Atlan¬ 
tic Ocean, and face threats such 


Robert F. Bukaty/AP 

Eastern Egg Rock, a small island 


as warming ocean temperatures, 
fluctuations in food availability 
and predators. 

The largest puffin colony in the 
Gulf of Maine is on Machias Seal 
Island, a disputed island on the 
U.S.-Canada water border that 
is home to 5,000 to 6,000 pairs. 
Those birds are also having a suc¬ 


cessful year, said Heather Mgjor, 
associate professor in the biologi¬ 
cal sciences department at the 
University of New Brunswick in 
Canada. 

The birds can suffer when 
waters warm and squid and but- 
terfish, which aren’t good puf¬ 
fin food, dominate local waters, 
Mqjor said. But the Gulf of Maine 
is a little cooler than last year, 
and good prey has been abundant, 
she said. The island is around its 
long-term average of 56% of eggs 
producing a successful chick, 
M^or said. 

“There were lots of puffins 
around this year,” she said. “This 
year it seems more stable.” 

The puffins of Seal Island Na¬ 
tional Wildlife Refuge are the 
subject of a popular “puffin cam” 
hosted by Explore.org, said Keen¬ 
an Yakola, Seal Island supervisor 
for Audubon, who helps maintain 
the camera. 

Environmental groups have 
made the case recently that North¬ 
east Canyons and Seamounts Ma¬ 
rine National Monument, which 
former President Barack Obama 
designated in 2016, is important 
to the survival of the puffins. 
Fishermen have sued to overturn 
the creation of the monument, 
which they believe creates an un¬ 
fair hardship in the form of fish¬ 
ing restrictions. 

But Audubon and other envi¬ 
ronmental groups have said the 
monument, which creates a pro¬ 
tected area off New England, pro¬ 
vides birds with a reliable food 
source. 

“Having that area that they 
are known to use in a protected 
condition is certainly a plus for 
the puffins,” said Peter Shelley, 
senior counsel with Conservation 
Law Foundation. 


Donkeys supervise, protect 
goat mowing crew in Okla. 



By Robert Medley 

The Oklahoman 

OKLAHOMA CITY — From 
the banks of a hilly canal, don¬ 
keys Monte and Sam watched the 
goats eat plants, butt heads and 
sit around on the job. 

The goats were on the other 
side of a section of the northwest 
Oklahoma City canal near NW 63 
and N Council Road from the two 
donkeys, but they were not with¬ 
out notice. 

A herd of a dozen goats serve 
as the mowing crew for steep 
inclines where mowers and ma¬ 
chines are too dangerous to use. 

On a narrow trail along the 
top of the hill, the donkeys trot¬ 
ted clear to the other side to herd 
the goats and get them back to 
work. The donkeys went by the 
goats and headed for their feed 
containers. 

Donkeys supervise the goats, 
herding them back to work when 
they get distracted, and the don¬ 
keys can scare off coyotes or 
other threats to the goats. The 



Photos by Chris Landsberger, 
The Oklahoman/AP 

More than 60 goats owned 
by Oklahoma City help keep 
down the vegetation in the 
Hefner canal. The goats can 
reach areas that the city cannot 
get equipment in, clearing out 
invasive plants along the canal. 

Oklahoman reported. 

Several goats approached the 
fence, looking for feed. 

A sign asks people not to feed 
the goats or distract them. It was 
too late. 

Some strayed from their hill¬ 
side duties. Others butted heads. 


One was sitting down on the job. 

Sam and Monte trotted the trail 
toward the goats. Goats reacted 
by getting back to the hillside 
posts. 

The munching mow crew was 
assigned canal duty two years 
ago, said Jennifer McClintock, 


city spokeswoman for the utilities 
department. 

“We put these goats in along 
the Hefner canal and it worked. 
It was so successful we decided 
to manage our own herd,” Mc¬ 
Clintock said. 

There are 61 goats in the city’s 


workforce. 

They feed on invasive plants 
such as kudzu, poison ivy, and 
poison oak. 

The donkeys have made great 
companions for the herd, and 
“they protect the goats,” Mc¬ 
Clintock said. 




















Wednesday, August 7,2019 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 15 


WORLD 


Chinese currency 
falls farther amid 
trade war fears 



AP 


Protesters, right, fight with a group of men wielding wooden poles on a street during the anti-extradition 
bill protest at a neighborhood in Hong Kong on Monday. China warned Tuesday that punishment will be 
coming for those involved in the pro-democracy rallies. 

China warns punishment will be 
coming for Hong Kong protesters 


By Yanan Wang 

AND Christopher Bodeen 

Associated Press 

HONG KONG — China warned 
Tuesday that it will be “only a 
matter of time” before it pun¬ 
ishes those behind two months of 
pro-democracy protests in Hong 
Kong that have increasingly de¬ 
volved into violent clashes with 
law enforcement. 

The comments by Yang Guang, 
spokesman for the Chinese Cab¬ 
inet’s Hong Kong and Macao 
Affairs Office, are a further in¬ 
dication that Beijing will take a 
hard line against the demonstra¬ 
tors and has no plans to negotiate 
over their demands for political 
reforms. 

“We would like to make it clear 
to the very small group of un¬ 
scrupulous and violent criminals 
and the dirty forces behind them: 
Those who play with fire will per¬ 
ish by it,” Yang said. “Don’t ever 
misjudge the situation and mis¬ 
take our restraint for weakness.” 

Singling out “brazen, violent 
and criminal actors” and the 
“meddling hands behind the 


scenes” as the focus of law en¬ 
forcement efforts, Yang said, “As 
for their punishment, it’s only a 
matter of time.” 

China so far has not visibly in¬ 
tervened in the situation, though it 
has published a series of strongly 
worded editorials in state media 
condemning “violent radicals” 
and “foreign forces” allegedly 
inflaming them. Speculation 
has grown that the Communist 
Party-led central government 
will deploy the military to quell 
demonstrators after Chinese offi¬ 
cials pointed to an article in Hong 
Kong law that allows troops al¬ 
ready stationed in the city to help 
with “public order maintenance” 
at the Hong Kong government’s 
request. 

While Hong Kong authorities 
have said they don’t anticipate 
any need to bring in troops or 
police from China to help impose 
order, the Hong Kong army gar¬ 
rison and police in the city of 
Shenzhen across the border have 
both released videos recently of 
their officers training to disperse 
groups of people dressed in black 


and wearing masks and construc¬ 
tion helmets like many of the 
Hong Kong protesters. 

A string of demonstrations 
began in June against proposed 
extradition legislation that would 
have allowed some suspects to 
be sent to mainland China for 
trial. While the government has 
since suspended the bill, protest¬ 
ers have pressed on with broader 
calls for democratic reforms, an 
investigation into allegations of 
police brutality and for the city’s 
leader to step down. 

Pro-democracy legislator Fer¬ 
nando Cheung Chiu-hung told 
reporters Tuesday that Beijing 
should not make the demonstra¬ 
tions a national security issue 
because the movement is not tar¬ 
geting the central government, 
but rather the administration of 
Hong Kong Chief Executive Car¬ 
rie Lam. 

Hong Kong police say they’ve 
arrested 568 demonstrators aged 
13-76 since June and charged 
them with a variety of crimes, in¬ 
cluding rioting, which can carry a 
sentence of up to 10 years. 


By Joe McDonald 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — China allowed its 
currency to fall farther Tues¬ 
day and accused Washington of 
destroying the global economic 
order, fueling fears about in¬ 
creasing damage from their 
trade war. 

The yuan declined to 7.0562 to 
the U.S. dollar before strength¬ 
ening to 7.0297 in the afternoon. 
That came a day after Beijing 
sent financial markets tumbling 
by allowing the currency to fall to 
an 11-year low, breaking through 
the politically sensitive level of 
seven to the dollar. 

The Trump administration 
responded Monday by officially 
declaring that China improperly 
manipulates the yuan’s value. 
That opens the way to possible 
new penalties on top of tariff 
increases already imposed on 
Chinese goods in a fight over Bei¬ 
jing’s trade surplus and technol¬ 
ogy policies. 

The ruling Communist Party’s 
main newspaper accused Wash¬ 
ington of “deliberately destroy¬ 
ing the rules-based international 
order” and jeopardizing econom¬ 
ic cooperation. It didn’t mention 
Monday’s currency decision but 
accused the Trump administra¬ 
tion of using American families 
as hostages in trade talks. 

“One cannot understand how 
such a big, internationally in¬ 
fluential country could be so ir¬ 
responsible,” the People’s Daily 
said. 

The Chinese central bank de¬ 
nied improperly manipulating 
the exchange rate. It said the yu¬ 
an’s decline was driven by mar¬ 
ket forces. 

The U.S. decision is “protec¬ 
tionist behavior” that will have “a 
m^or impact on global finance,” 


the People’s Bank of China said 
on its website. 

President Donald Trump rat¬ 
tled investors with last week’s 
surprise announcement of puni¬ 
tive tariffs on an additional $300 
billion of Chinese imports, effec¬ 
tive Sept. 1. That came after a 
round of talks on resolving their 
tariff war ended in Shanghai 
with no indication of a deal. 

“The latest U.S. move will 
likely harden China’s position in 
trade negotiations,” Tao Wang, of 
UBS, said in a report. 

American officials complain 
that a weak yuan — also known 
as the renminbi, or “people’s 
money” — makes China’s export 
prices unfairly low, hurting for¬ 
eign competitors and swelling 
Beijing’s trade surplus. 

Washington’s latest moves 
may be “evidence that the U.S. 
administration may not really 
want to reach a trade deal soon,” 
said Wang. “We believe there is 
an increasing risk to a delay or 
cancellation of the planned trade 
talks.” 

The Chinese central bank gov¬ 
ernor, Yi Gang, tried to reassure 
investors, promising in a state¬ 
ment late Monday to stick to com¬ 
mitments “not to use exchange 
rates for competitive purposes.” 

The People’s Bank of China sets 
the exchange rate each morning 
and allows the yuan to fluctuate 
by 2% against the dollar during 
the day. The central bank can 
buy or sell currency — or order 
commercial banks to do so — to 
dampen price movements. 

On Tuesday, the yuan’s start¬ 
ing exchange rate was set at 
6.9683. That would allow the cur¬ 
rency to weaken to as much as 
7.100 while staying within the 2% 
trading band. 


Hiroshima marks 74th anniversary of atomic bombing 


By Mari Yamaguchi 
Associated Press 

TOKYO — Hiroshima marked the 
74th anniversary of the atomic bomb¬ 
ing of the city with its mayor renew¬ 
ing calls for eliminating such weapons 
and demanding Japan’s government do 
more. 

Mayor Kazumi Matsui raised con¬ 
cerns in his peace address Tuesday 
about the rise of self-centered poli¬ 
tics in the world and urged leaders to 
steadily work toward achieving a world 
without atomic weapons. 

“Around the world today, we see self- 
centered nationalism in ascendance, 
tensions heightened by international 
exclusivity and rivalry, with nuclear 
disarmament at a standstill,” Matsui 


said in his peace declaration. 

He urged the younger generations 
never to dismiss the atomic bombings 
and the war as a mere events of history, 
but to think of them as their own, while 
calling on the world leaders to come 
visit the nuclear bombed cities to learn 
what happened. 

Matsui also demanded Japan’s gov¬ 
ernment represent the wills of atomic 
bombing survivors and sign a UN. nu¬ 
clear weapons ban treaty. 

Japan, which hosts 50,000 Ameri¬ 
can troops and is protected by the U.S. 
nuclear umbrella, has not signed the 
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons, an inaction atomic bombing 
survivors and pacifist groups protest as 
insincere. 

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe acknowl¬ 


edged widening differences between 
nuclear and non-nuclear states. 

“Japan is committed to serve as a 
bridge between nuclear and non-nucle¬ 
ar states and lead the international ef¬ 
fort, while patiently trying to convince 
them to cooperate and have a dialogue,” 
Abe said in his address at the ceremo¬ 
ny. He vowed to maintain Japan’s paci¬ 
fist and nuclear-free principles but did 
not promise to sign the treaty. 

Survivors, their relatives and other 
participants marked the 8:15 a.m. blast 
with a minute of silence. 

The U.S. attack on Hiroshima on 
Aug. 6, 1945, killed 140,000 people. 
The bomb dropped three days later on 
Nagasaki killed another 70,000 before 
Japan’s surrender ended World War II. 



Kyodo News/AP 


A boy prays for the Hiroshima atomic bomb victims 
during a ceremony to mark the 74th anniversary of 
the bombing Tuesday. 
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Kashmir on edge; 
India set to ratify 
bill to split state 



K.M. Chaudary/AP 


Pakistani clerks shout anti-India slogans after burning effigies of Indian Prime Minster Narendra Modi 
during a protest in Lahore, Pakistan, on Tuesday to express support for Indian Kashmiri people. 


By Emily Schmall 

Associated Press 

NEW DELHI — India’s lower 
house of Parliament was set to 
ratify a bill Tuesday downgrad¬ 
ing the governance of the In¬ 
dian-administered portion of 
Muslim-m^ority Kashmir as an 
indefinite security lockdown con¬ 
tinued in the disputed Himalayan 
region. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s Hindu nationalist govern¬ 
ment submitted the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Bill for 
a vote by the Lok Sahba a day 
after the measure was introduced 
alongside a presidential order dis¬ 
solving a constitutional provision 
that gave Kashmiris exclusive 
hereditary rights and a separate 
constitution. 

The situation in Kashmir was 
unclear after the government shut 


off most communication with it, 
including internet, cellphone and 
landline networks. Thousands of 
troops were deployed to the res¬ 
tive region amid fears the govern¬ 
ment’s steps could spark unrest. 

Indian TV news channels 
showed security personnel in¬ 
cluding armed soldiers in cam¬ 
ouflage standing near barbed 
wire barricades in the otherwise 
empty streets of Srinagar, Kash¬ 
mir’s main city. 

Jammu and Kashmir Director 
General of Police Dilbagh Singh 
said Srinagar is “totally peace¬ 
ful,” the Press Trust of India 
news agency reported. 

The lower house was expected 
to easily ratify the bill downgrad¬ 
ing Kashmir from a state to a 
union territory with a legislature 
and carving out Buddhist-mgjor- 
ity Ladakh, a pristine, sparsely 


populated area that stretches 
from the Siachen Glacier to the 
Himalayas, as a separate union 
territory without a legislature. 

Parliament’s upper house ap¬ 
proved the bill by a two-thirds 
m^ority, with many opposition 
lawmakers voting with the rul¬ 
ing Hindu-nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party. 


Residents of Ladakh, many of 
whom had been asking for union 
territory status, also reported 
intermittent communication 
blocks. 

Tensions also have soared along 
the Line of Control, the volatile, 
highly militarized frontier that 
divides Kashmir between India 
and Pakistan, which both claim 


the entire region. 

Pakistani President Arif AM 
convened his country’s Parlia¬ 
ment to discuss India’s surprise 
actions on Kashmir. Pakistan’s 
foreign minister earlier de¬ 
nounced the Indian measures 
and appealed to the United Na¬ 
tions in a letter Monday to send a 
fact-finding mission. 


Hajj trip may help Christchurch 
mosque victims mentally heal 



Caleb Jones/AP 


Demonstrators block a road last month in Mauna Kea, Hawaii, to 
protest construction of a giant telescope on land some consider 
sacred. The group behind the telescope may build it in Spain instead. 

Hawaii telescope group 
seeking permit in Spain 


By Nick Perry 

Associated Press 

CHRISTCHURCH, New Zea¬ 
land — The scars from the nine 
bullets the gunman fired into 
Temel Atacocugu run down his 
left side like knotty rope. But 
it’s the recurring mental images 
from that day at the mosque that 
he often finds hardest to cope 
with. The gunman’s face. The 
puff of smoke from his gun. The 
worshippers falling as they clam¬ 
ored to escape. 

After coming so close to dying 
nearly five months ago, Atacocu¬ 
gu, 44, feels he has been “reborn.” 
This week, he plans to express his 
gratitude to God for being given 
the chance for a new life when he 
participates in the hqjj, the holy 
Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca. 


Associated Press 

LONDON — A British youth 
court on Tuesday ordered a 
teenager be held on a charge of 
attempted murder for allegedly 
throwing a 6-year-old boy from a 
lOth-floor viewing gallery at Lon¬ 
don’s Tate Modern museum. 

The teen, 17, appeared at 
Bromley Youth Court and spoke 
to confirm his name, address, 
date of birth and British national¬ 
ity. He cannot be named for legal 


The kebab shop co-owner is 
among 200 survivors and victims’ 
relatives from the Christchurch 
mosque shootings who are travel¬ 
ing to Saudi Arabia as guests of 
King Salman. The king is paying 
for their airfare, accommoda¬ 
tion and travel costs, a bill that 
will run well over $1 million. The 
group will also travel to holy sites 
in Medina. 

All able-bodied Muslims are 
required to perform the hqj j once 
in their lifetime, with many sav¬ 
ing for years to make the journey. 
The annual pilgrimage draws 
nearly 2 million Muslims from 
around the world to Mecca and 
sites around it to perform a series 
of ancient rites and prayers meant 
to cleanse the soul of past sins and 
bring people closer to God. 

The Saudi ambassador to New 


reasons. The child, a French na¬ 
tional, was airlifted to a hospital 
after plummeting five stories to 
a roof in the incident, which took 
place Sunday afternoon when the 
popular gallery was packed with 
visitors. 

He is in critical but stable con¬ 
dition after suffering a sustained 
bleed on his brain and fractures 
to his spine, legs and arms. 

Police say the suspect and the 
victim had no connection. Detec- 


Zealand, Abdulrahman A1 Su- 
haibani, said King Salman was 
shocked by the March 15 at¬ 
tacks at two mosques in which 
an Australian white supremacist 
has been charged with killing 51 
people. 

The Christchurch shootings 
have been cited as inspiration by 
other white supremacists, most 
recently in an attack at a Walmart 
store in El Paso, Texas, that left at 
least 22 people dead. 

Each year, the king invites sev¬ 
eral hundred people to perform 
the hqjj as his own guests, often 
selecting those most touched by 
tragedy that year. A1 Suhaibani 
said this is the first time the king 
has invited anyone from New 
Zealand to help get people to the 
hqjj who otherwise may struggle 
to make it. 


tive Chief Superintendent John 
Massey said this was a “truly 
shocking incident” that was treat¬ 
ed as an isolated event “with no 
distinct or apparent motive.” 

The teen is to appear at Lon¬ 
don’s Central Criminal Court on 
Thursday. 

Tate Modern, Britain’s leading 
gallery of modern art, sits on the 
south bank of the River Thames 
and was visited by almost 6 mil¬ 
lion people last year. 


Associated Press 

HONOLULU — The group 
behind a $1.4 billion telescope 
planned for Hawaii is applying 
for a permit to build in Spain as 
ongoing protests and a human 
blockade prevent them from 
starting construction on Mauna 
Kea, Hawaii’s highest peak that 
some people consider sacred. 

The plan to start construction 
of the Thirty Meter Telescope on 
the Big Island has been thwarted 
for more than three weeks by a 
group of Native Hawaiian activ¬ 
ists who say the construction will 
further desecrate a mountain that 
already has more than a dozen 
observatories. 

Thirty Meter Telescope Execu¬ 
tive Director Ed Stone said in a 
statement Monday that the group 
still wants to break ground on 
Mauna Kea, but they need to have 
a backup plan. 


“We continue to follow the 
process to allow for TMT to be 
constructed at the ‘plan B’ site in 
[Spain] should it not be possible 
to build in Hawaii,” Stone said. 
“Mauna Kea remains the pre¬ 
ferred site.” 

But Native Hawaiian activists 
say they will not budge until the 
project moves elsewhere. 

Protest leaders, who say they 
are not against science or as¬ 
tronomy, told The Associated 
Press that the Spanish permit is 
a positive development but it’s 
not enough for them to end their 
blockade of Mauna Kea’s access 
road, where more than 2,000 peo¬ 
ple have gathered at times. 

“There’s lots of good science 
to be done from the Canary Is¬ 
lands,” said Kealoha Pisciotta, 
who has helped organize the pro¬ 
test on Mauna Kea. It would “be a 
win for everyone.” 


Teen charged with throwing boy at museum 
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Promoting pinball 


Arcade, pinball and gaming enthusiasts play pinball noncompetitively during the Replay Foundation Expo, a nonprofit organization’s event 
that promotes the preservation and restoration of pinball and arcade gaming technology, on Sunday in Pittsburgh. 

THE CENSUS 


$23K 


The amount of money a man got back after he’d 
inadvertantly tossed it into the recyciing bin. A 

worker at the Recology sorting facility in Northern 
California spotted a shoebox stuffed with money 
Friday, a day after the man from Ashland, Ore., 
realized his mistake. When the man contacted the facility, workers were told to be 
on the lookout for the box that contained his life savings. Someone spotted the box 
down the sorting line and recovered all but $320. He got it back Saturday. 


Police say teen stole 
car with kids inside 

ST. LOUIS — St. 
Iwl\# Louis police said a 

13- year-old stole a car with two 
children inside. 

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch re¬ 
ported the car was stolen Satur¬ 
day after a woman left it running 
while she went into a business. A 
5-year-old and a 6-year-old were 
let out of the car shortly after and 
were not injured. 

The newspaper reported that 
the white Kia Rio was used in 
a robbery later Saturday. A 19- 
year-old told police that two teen¬ 
agers jumped out of a sedan and 
stole his money and cellphone. 

The driver fled from police, 
then crashed. Police arrested a 

14- year-old and turned him over 
to juvenile court. The car’s two 
other occupants escaped police. 

Plans to restore first 
Cracker Barrel dropped 

T ly LEBANON — Restora- 
I 1^ tion plans for the origi¬ 
nal Cracker Barrel Old Country 
Store in Tennessee have been 
chopped. 

The Tennessean reported the 
company announced Friday the 
building is too deteriorated to be 
successfully restored. The com¬ 
pany will instead salvage some 
pieces to use in future endeavors 
like a heritage project that could 
include a museum connected to a 
Lebanon store. 

The building was saved from de¬ 
molition last month and moved to 
the Wilson County fairgrounds. 

Cracker Barrel founder Danny 
Evins opened the first store 50 
years ago in Lebanon. The com¬ 
pany says it closed around 1984. 

Beach littered in 
forgotten hotel towels 

HILTON HEAD IS- 
LAND — Clumps of 
hotel towels dot the shores of 
Hilton Head Island in South Car¬ 
olina, cluttering the surf and cre¬ 
ating hazards for wildlife. 

The Island Packet reported 
wildlife activists say the tow¬ 
els invade the shores each year, 
but this season’s piles gained so 
much attention that town officials 
intervened. The newspaper said 
photos of the piles posted online 
prompted the town to announce it 
has contacted officials from every 
mgjor beachfront resort about the 
problem. 

Assistant town manager Josh 
Gruber said towels aren’t a “tra¬ 
ditional” type of litter, but they 
still shouldn’t be there. 

Replica building’s fate 
upsets history buffs 

TOMBSTONE — The 
demolition of a decades- 
old structure built as a replica of 
one that existed more than 100 
years ago near the O.K. Corral 
gunfight has stirred up a dust- 
up in the town known for its Wild 
West days. 

At issue is whether the rep¬ 
lica was old enough and historic 
enough to merit preservation. 

The Arizona Daily Star report¬ 
ed some history buffs are angry 


at the small city for demolishing 
the replica last year. 

Gary McLelland said Tomb¬ 
stone officials made “a historic 
mistake” when they tore down a 
narrow, one-story building that 
was put up in the late 1950s as 
part of a campaign by the Tomb¬ 
stone Lions Club to rebuild the 
corral as a tourist attraction. 

Yorkie’s bite disrupts 
mail in neighborhood 

W A DANVILLE — A Vir- 
w ginia neighborhood 
had its mail service disrupted for 
about three weeks after a York¬ 
shire terrier bit a postal carrier. 

The Danville Register and Bee 
reported that the neighborhood 
is one of two in Danville to have 
mail service disrupted recently 
because of dog bites. The second 
neighborhood had service sus¬ 
pended because carriers were 
being chased by a pit bull. 

Home delivery in the neighbor¬ 
hood with the Yorkie resumed 
when the dog’s owner installed 
a curbside mailbox and put up a 
fence. 

3 charged with acts 
against pregnant teen 

maiW BARTLEY — Three 
WW w people have been 
charged in the case of a sexually 
abused teen forced to drink tur¬ 
pentine in an attempt to end her 
pregnancy. 

A state police criminal com¬ 
plaint said authorities learned 
last month that a 15-year-old girl 


was a possible abuse victim. Dan¬ 
iel Atwell, 24, was living with the 
girl and her mother, who told po¬ 
lice she gave Atwell permission to 
abuse her daughter. 

The woman said she bought the 
girl a morning-after pill to end 
the pregnancy but it didn’t work. 
The teen told police that her aunt. 
Sherry Kirk, then forced her to 
drink turpentine. 

Atwell and the girl’s mother 
were arrested on sexual as¬ 
sault charges. Kirk was charged 
with attempt to kill or injure by 
poison. 

Oops: Bank robber’s 
note includes his name 

^■J CLEVELAND — In- 
vestigators said a 
Cleveland bank robber made their 
job much easier because his note 
demanding money was written on 
the back side of a document bear¬ 
ing his name and address. 

FBI Special Agent Vicki An¬ 
derson told WJW-TV the stunned 
teller who was handed the note 
last Monday looked at both sides 
and realized it was a document 
from the Bureau of Motor Ve¬ 


hicles. Anderson said the teller 
addressed the man by his first 
name, gave him the money and 
then notified police. 

Authorities used surveillance 
footage and the information from 
the document to identify the 54- 
year-old suspect and issued a 
warrant for his arrest. 

High school eyes Braves 
mascot name change 

m BOISE — Officials at 
Boise High School in 
southwestern Idaho want the 
mascot’s name changed. 

Officials told the Idaho States¬ 
man they hope to change the 
name from Braves to Brave. The 
plan will be presented at a Boise 
School District board meeting 
Monday. 

Boise High principal Robb 
Thompson said he wants the new 
name in place by Aug. 19 so it can 
be used for the 2019-20 school 
year. But he said it will take three 
to five years to change uniforms 
and imagery on campus. 

Last month Teton High School 
in eastern Idaho voted to retire its 
Redskins mascot. 


Marker commemorating 
1903 lynching is stolen 

P WILMINGTON — Po- 
lice in Delaware are 
investigating the theft of a his¬ 
torical marker that memorializes 
the 1903 lynching of a black man 
accused of raping and killing a 
white girl. 

New Castle County police said 
a concerned citizen noticed on 
Thursday that the state historical 
marker erected in June to com¬ 
memorate the lynching of George 
White was missing. 

County Executive Matt Meyer 
called on whoever is responsible 
for the theft to “do the right thing 
and return the marker to us.” 

White, an ex-convict, was ac¬ 
cused of killing 17-year-old Helen 
Bishop. In June 1903, a mob 
stormed a workhouse where White 
was being held, dragged him to 
the scene of the assault on Bishop, 
then burned him to death. 

Bald eagle found dead 
had been electrocuted 

^ A MILPITAS — Authori- 
ties said a bald eagle 
found dead last month in Silicon 
Valley was electrocuted by a 
power line. 

The California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife said that no bul¬ 
let fragments were found in the 
eagle’s body, indicating it wasn’t 
the victim of a poacher as feared. 

An examination concluded that 
the juvenile bird flew into a high 
voltage line in Milpitas. 

From wire reports 



Jessie Wardarski, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette/AP 
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Nostalgic for ^90210’ 

Cast members reunite for six-part series with a meta twist 


By Yvonne Villarreal 

Los Angeles Times 

L ike most attempts at wrangling old friends for a gather¬ 
ing, this one started with a group text. But those can be¬ 
come a graveyard of noncommitments, so to persuade 
their former “Beverly Hills, 90210” costars to reunite 
on the small screen. Tori Spelling and Jennie Garth (aka Donna 
Martin and Kelly Taylor) opted for a more personalized touch: 
They made gift bags. 

“I was like, ‘Really? We’re giving them gift bags?’” Garth re¬ 
calls, looking over to Spelling, who concocted the idea. 

“And I was like — ‘It’s funny! It’s cute!”’ Spelling says. 

In the minutes before their formal pitch to the actors at CBS 
Television Studios, which owns the rights to the series, the duo 
scrambled to assemble the giveaways. The contents included a 
snow globe as well as Barbie and Ken dolls haphazardly fash¬ 
ioned to resemble the characters — a Sharpie helped achieve 
Brandon Walsh’s dark coif and sideburns; one doll’s mane was 
cut to mimic Andrea Zuckerman’s chin-length bob. Not that it 
mattered in the end. 

“They didn’t even care!” Spelling says. 

But the gang eventually agreed to the homecoming that takes 
TV’s nostalgia bender to blurred vision levels. 

Nearly 30 years before “Euphoria” and “13 Reasons Why” 
were making headlines for their complex, mature portraits of 
teenage life, “Beverly Hills, 90210” was laying the foundation 
for the genre as we know it. Its then-revolutionary exploration 
of the social and sexual drama of high school life became ap¬ 
pointment viewing on a then-fledgling Fox and turned its mostly 
little-known cast into celebrities who incited mall mobs. It aired 
for 10 seasons and spawned both a successful spinoff, “Melrose 
Place,” and a CW reboot, “90210.” 

Now Kelly, Donna, Brandon, Brenda, Steve, David and An¬ 
drea are back on TV screens — sort of Premiering Thursday on 
AFN-Pulse, the six-episode, mockumentary-style “BH90210” 
features Garth, Spelling, Jason Priestley, Ian Ziering, Gabrielle 
Carteris, Brian Austin Green and Shannen Doherty playing 
heightened versions of themselves as they work to get a reboot 
of the prime-time soap off the ground. Think of it as “Curb Your 
Enthusiasm” meets a “Beverly Hills, 90210” reunion. 

“We felt like we needed something different because every¬ 
one’s doing reboots,” says Garth, during a recent break from 
shooting. “This show was groundbreaking when it started, so we 
were trying to think of what could be the new version of that.” 

Garth and Spelling, who previously teamed for the 2014 ABC 
Family sitcom “Mystery Girls,” had been looking for another co¬ 
medic project to work on together, and, as alumni of a landmark 
teen soap, the cast has long been followed by questions about a 
reunion. With the help of Chris Alberghini and Mike Chessler, 
both of whom worked with Spelling on her meta comedy “So No¬ 


torious,” they began brainstorming ideas last spring. 

The twist, they say, presents an opportunity to spoof the dy¬ 
namics of coming into — and surviving—fame in the ’90s and to 
play with fans’ perceptions of the behind-the-scenes drama that 
fueled gossip columns throughout the show’s run. 

“It was before social media,” Alberghini says. “So you’d hear 
about wild nights at the Roxbury, or whatever was going on. That 
almost seems quaint by today’s standards.” 

The series’ hybrid vision is on display in June during a full day 
of shooting on set in Vancouver, Canada. One moment, the cast 
members tap into their exaggerated personalities for a scene 
in which they meet with network executives about the reboot. 
Later, they’re roaming the halls of Vancouver Technical Second¬ 
ary — masquerading as 
West Beverly High — in 
peak-’90s attire: vests, 
pleated pants, collared 
shirts with loud prints 
and Keds. 

Green can’t help but 
poke fun at it all dur¬ 
ing a break for lunch: 
“Nobody’s going to watch 
this,” he says playfully. 
“This is a stupid idea.” 

The reunion announce¬ 
ment came a day before 
news that original cast 
member Luke Perry had 
suffered a massive stroke. 
He died a few days later at 
age 52. While Perry had 
not been part of the an¬ 
nouncement — likely be¬ 
cause of his commitment 
to another popular teen 
soap, “Riverdale” — he participated in the reboot conversations 
and there was hope that he’d make an appearance. 

Without revealing details, producers say Perry’s passing will 
be acknowledged in the series. 

“It’s strange to not have him here,” an emotional Priestley 
says during a break in filming. “We definitely feel his absence. 
We will always feel it.” 

It explains why there’s a palpable gratitude on the actors’ part 

— whether on stage or in their numerous Instagram postings 

— about finding themselves back together after some distance 
from the show, which was as demanding as it was fulfilling. 

“I see everybody every once in a while,” Ziering says. “But 
for all of us to be in the Peach Pit set together was kind of mind- 
blowing. It’s one thing to be with my friends, but to be doing this 

— it brings back the good memories.” 


The twist presents 
an opportunity to 
spoof the dynamics 
of coming into — 
and surviving — 
fame in the ’90s 
and to play with fans’ 
perceptions of the 
behind-the-scenes 
drama that fueled 
gossip columns 
throughout the 
show’s run. 




Author Toni Morrison, in 2005 

Nobel laureate 
Morrison dies 

By Hillel Italie 

Associated Press 

Nobel laureate Toni Morrison, a 
pioneer and reigning giant of modern 
literature whose imaginative power 
in “Beloved,” “Song of Solomon” and 
other works transformed American let¬ 
ters by dramatizing the pursuit of free¬ 
dom within the boundaries of race, has 
died at age 88. 

Publisher Alfred A. Knopf an¬ 
nounced that Morrison died Monday 
night at Montefiore Medical Center in 
New York. Morrison’s family issued a 
statement through Knopf saying she 
died after a brief illness. 

“Toni Morrison passed away peace¬ 
fully last night surrounded by fam¬ 
ily and friends,” the family announced. 
“She was an extremely devoted mother, 
grandmother, and aunt who reveled in 
being with her family and friends. The 
consummate writer who treasured the 
written word, whether her own, her 
students or others, she read voraciously 
and was most at home when writing.” 

Few authors rose in such rapid, spec¬ 
tacular style. She was nearly 40 when 
her first novel, “The Bluest Eye,” was 
published. By her early 60s, after just 
six novels, she had become the first 
black woman to receive the Nobel lit¬ 
erature prize, praised in 1993 by the 
Swedish academy for her “visionary 
force” and for her delving into “lan¬ 
guage itself, a language she wants to 
liberate” from categories of black and 
white. In 2019 she was featured in an 
acclaimed documentary, “Toni Morri¬ 
son: The Pieces I Am.” 

Morrison helped raise American 
multiculturalism to the world stage and 
helped uncensor her country’s past, un¬ 
earthing the lives of the unknown and 
the unwanted, those she would call “the 
unfree at the heart of the democratic 
experiment.” In her novels, history 
— black history — was a trove of po¬ 
etry, tragedy, love, adventure and good 
old gossip, whether in small-town Ohio 
in “Sula” or big-city Harlem in “Jazz.” 
She regarded race as a social construct 
and through language founded the bet¬ 
ter world her characters suffered to at¬ 
tain. Morrison wove everything from 
African literature and slave folklore to 
the Bible and Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
into the most diverse, yet harmonious, 
of literary communities. 

“Narrative has never been merely 
entertainment for me,” she said in her 
Nobel lecture. “It is, I believe, one of 
the principal ways in which we absorb 
knowledge.” 

The 1988 Pulitzer Prize winner for 
“Beloved,” she was one of the book 
world’s most regal presences. Her ad¬ 
mirers were countless — from fellow 
authors, college students and working 
people to Barack Obama, who awarded 
her a Presidential Medal of Freedom; 
to Oprah Winfrey, who idolized Morri¬ 
son and helped expand her readership. 
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By Charles Lane 

The Washington Post 

nother day in America, an¬ 
other flurry of bullets, another 
massacre. 

Sometimes, the gunman opens 
fire at Walmart, apparently because he be¬ 
lieves America is being invaded by Mexi¬ 
cans, who must therefore die, as in El Paso, 
Texas, on Saturday (22 dead; more than 
two dozen injured). 

Occasionally, he shoots up a former 
workplace after resigning for murky “per¬ 
sonal reasons,” as in Virginia Beach, Va., 
on May 31 (12 dead; four injured). 

At other times, as in Pittsburgh on Oct. 
27, 2018, according to police, the killer 
takes aim at Jews whom he hates for alleg¬ 
edly plotting to resettle the U.S. with refu¬ 
gees (11 dead; six injured). 

Or a shooter will barge into the offices 
of a newspaper against which he has a 
grievance and start mowing people down, 
as occurred at the Capital Gazette in An¬ 
napolis, Md., on June 28, 2018 (five killed; 
two injured). 

It is not unheard of for someone angry 
over a domestic quarrel to invade a church 
and begin shooting indiscriminately, as on 
Nov. 5, 2017, at Sutherland Springs, Texas 
(26 dead; 20 injured). 

Once in a while, someone will point a 
weapon out of an upper-floor hotel window 
and, for no particular reason at all, rain 
1,100 rounds on people attending a coun¬ 
try music concert, which is what happened 
in Las Vegas on Oct. 1, 2017 (58 dead; 851 
injured). 

Then there’s the shooter — “fueled by 
rage against Republican legislators” in the 
words of a subsequent report by the local 
prosecutor — who attacked GOP congress¬ 
men as they practiced for a charity base- 


By Sheila Weinberg 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

T he recent Senate confirmation 
of Mark Esper as defense secre¬ 
tary closes a unique chapter in 
American military history. Since 
the Dec. 31 resignation of Jim Mattis, the 
world’s foremost military organization has 
been without a permanent leader for more 
than half a year, the longest period since 
the establishment of the position in 1947. 
After his Senate vote of 90-8, Esper now 
has a constitutional responsibility to plot 
the route ahead amid turbulence at home 
and abroad. 

The incoming secretary’s top priorities, 
outlined recently in a memo addressed to all 
3 million Defense Department employees, 
include increasing lethality, strengthening 
alliances and reforming the department 
for greater performance and affordability. 
Despite the difficulty of warfighting and 
diplomacy, it might be the third objective 
that poses the largest challenge for the U.S. 
government. 

Since the 1990 enactment of the Chief 
Financial Officers Act, 24 federal agencies 
(the DOD included) have been required 
to prepare and present audited financial 
statements. Similar reports have long been 
required of publicly traded private sector 
companies, which are commonly able to 
produce audited financial statements with 
clean (unmodified) audit opinions within 
90 days of the end of their fiscal year. In 
1991, however, the Pentagon asserted 
that its statements were so overwhelm¬ 
ingly complex that they simply were not 
auditable. 

This lack of audit readiness in the De¬ 
fense Department actually prevented the 
entire federal government from passing 


ball game, on June 14, 2017, in Alexandria, 
Va. (Six injured; thanks to the intervention 
of a Capitol Police security detail, the sus¬ 
pect was killed before he could complete 
what would otherwise have been a mass 
political assassination.). 

Another time, on June 12, 2016, in Or¬ 
lando, Fla., a perpetrator entered a night¬ 
club frequented by gay Latino men and 
began shooting, pausing to call 911 and tell 
the police that he was a follower of Islamic 
State exacting revenge for U.S. airstrikes 
in Iraq and Syria (49 dead; 53 injured). 

On the afternoon of July 7,2016, in down¬ 
town Dallas, a shooter targeted police offi¬ 
cers in apparent retaliation for the deaths 
of black men at the hands of law enforce¬ 
ment (five dead; nine injured). 

It has also happened, in San Bernardino, 
Calif, on Dec. 2, 2015, that a married cou¬ 
ple, inspired by Islamist terrorist groups 
abroad, planned and carried out an attack 
on an office Christmas party (14 people 
killed; 22 injured). 

That was just a few months after June 
17, 2015, when an 18-year-old white man, 
obsessed with the idea that “blacks were 
taking over the world,” according to police, 
entered a black church in Charleston, S.C., 
and began firing at people as they prayed 
(nine killed). 

And going back a bit farther, to Dec. 14, 
2012, there was the time when a 20-year- 
old in the grip of “severe and deteriorating 
internalized mental health problems ... 
combined with an atypical preoccupation 
with violence,” as an official investiga¬ 
tion concluded, brought a semi-automatic 
rifle and huge quantities of ammunition to 
Sandy Hook Elementary School in New¬ 
town, Conn. (27 dead; two injured). 

Every time, the story is a bit differ¬ 
ent. The shooters are white (e.g., El Paso, 
Pittsburgh), black (Virginia Beach, Dal¬ 


its own comprehensive audit. Such has re¬ 
mained the case for three decades. 

Last year Defense Comptroller David 
L. Norquist, who was confirmed as deputy 
defense secretary on July 30, successfully 
moved the department across the audit 
finish line. The results were not good: The 
Pentagon flunked its first ever full-scope 
financial statement audit. Yet simply com¬ 
pleting the exercise represents real prog¬ 
ress in the modern governing context. 

Many of the audit’s findings confirmed 
the negative stereotypes about Pentagon 
transparency. Massive sub-entities such as 
the U.S. Army maintain records that are 
riddled with material weaknesses and in¬ 
stances of noncompliance. 

The nature of the problem is both inter¬ 
nal (poor recordkeeping) and external (oc¬ 
casional fraud on the part of contractors). 
In a recent House Oversight and Reform 
Committee hearing, the Pentagon’s in¬ 
spector general highlighted an aerospace 
manufacturer that had billed the depart¬ 
ment for costs inflated 4,000 times over 
the true value of furnished equipment. 
Previous reports have disclosed egregious 
spending orders to the tune of $1,200 cof¬ 
fee cups and a $9,000 club chair. Further 
examples of waste abound. 

Still, there are glimpses of a silver lining 
amid the clouds of red auditing ink. A hand¬ 
ful of DOD offices performed admirably — 
if we allow adjustment on a sliding scale for 
the government. That has become evident 
following a report last month from watch¬ 
dog group Truth in Accounting, which 
performed an independent analysis of the 
Pentagon Comptroller’s report and released 
a ranking of all 20 DOD financial units, plus 
the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

The Army as a whole may have been 
one of the worst performing defense en- 


las), young (Charleston), middle-aged (Las 
Vegas), Muslim (Orlando, San Bernardino) 
or Christian (Sutherland Springs). 

What all the cases on this very limited 
partial list of American carnage have in 
common is that, each time, someone bent 
on mass murder found it possible — easy, 
really — to get the weaponry with which to 
carry out those intentions. 

Sometimes, as in Sutherland Springs, 
they did so despite laws (which were not 
properly enforced). For the most part, 
though, they got their guns legally; the 
killer in Las Vegas had no fewer than 24 
firearms in his hotel room, of which 22 
were assault-style rifles, many with 100- 
round magazines and “bump stocks” for 
rapid firing. 

Max Weber, the German sociologist, pro¬ 
vided the classic definition of the state as 
“a human community that (successfully) 
claims the monopoly of the legitimate use 
of physical force” and “is considered the 
sole source of the ‘right’ to use violence.” 

By that definition, the United States 
is not a state; we have a constitution that 
distributes the right to use armed force 
among the federal government, state and 
local governments and, via the Second 
Amendment, individuals. 

And we have a special interest lobby, 
with near-total control over the Repub¬ 
lican Party, that exploits and distorts the 
nation’s founding document to block rea¬ 
sonable firearm regulations that would 
be consistent with individual freedom but 
protective of modern society. 

No doubt there are benefits (hunting, 
self-defense in remote areas) to this situ¬ 
ation. What’s now more apparent than 
ever, however, is the cost — the traumatic, 
bloody, unbearable cost. 


titles, but the Army Corps of Engineers 
maintains far stronger compliance with 
accounting and transparency best prac¬ 
tices. The Corps provides engineering and 
construction services to the armed forces 
and on civil engineering projects such as 
dams, aqueducts, locks and levees. It might 
be the Corps’ close working relationship 
with customers at the state and local gov¬ 
ernment level that fosters a culture of ac¬ 
countability. If the Corps fails to execute a 
project on time and on budget, they might 
have to answer to an exasperated governor 
or mayor. 

The Corps is a small sliver of the U.S. 
defense establishment, with an employee 
count of just 37,000. The Army has 1.3 
million active-duty soldiers, with 865,000 
in reserve. The DOD as a whole employs 
more people than Amazon, United Parcel 
Service, McDonald’s, Target and General 
Electric combined. It spends more on re¬ 
search and development than Google, 
Apple and Microsoft combined. 

The task of moving this massive bureau¬ 
cracy toward audit compliance is a signifi¬ 
cant one. In the wake of its last attempt, the 
DOD has identified more than 2,400 find¬ 
ings, prioritized recommendations for next 
year and organized a database to measure 
progress. 

“Reform is the means by which we free 
up time, money, and manpower to reinvest 
in our top priorities,” Mark Esper wrote 
in last month’s memo. Let’s hope that he is 
successful at finding “smarter, more effec¬ 
tive ways to do business” inside the world’s 
largest organization. 

Sheila Weinberg, CPA, is the founder and chief 
executive officer of Chicago-based Truth in 
Accounting, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that 
researches government financial data and pro¬ 
motes transparency for a better informed citizenry. 



Hopefully, Esper’s DOD reform includes finances 
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GateHouse-Gannett merger 
creates a newspaper giant 


The resulting company would be the largest U.S. 
newspaper company by far, with a print circulation 
of 8.7 million, 7 million more than the new No. 2, 
McClatchy. 


By Tali Arbel 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Two of the 
largest U.S. newspaper compa¬ 
nies have agreed to combine for 
roughly $1.4 billion, creating a 
new industry giant that hopes to 
manage the crisis of print’s de¬ 
cline through sheer size. 

GateHouse Media, a fast-grow¬ 
ing chain backed by an invest¬ 
ment firm, is buying USA Today 
owner Gannett, promising to 
speed up a digital transformation 
as readers shift online. The com¬ 
panies say they are committed to 
“journalistic excellence” — while 
also cutting $300 million in costs 
every year. 

The resulting company would 
be the largest U.S. newspaper 
company by far, with a print 
circulation of 8.7 million, 7 mil¬ 
lion more than the new No. 2, 
McClatchy, according to media 
expert Ken Doctor. 

Local papers, faced with the 
complex and expensive process 
of building digital businesses 
to replace declines in print ads 
and circulation, have been con¬ 
solidating madly in recent years. 
Although papers with national 
readerships like The New York 
Times and The Washington Post 
have had success adding digital 
subscribers, local papers with 
local readerships find it much 
more difficult. Hundreds of such 
papers have closed, and news¬ 
rooms have slashed jobs. 

According to a study by the 
University of North Carolina, the 
U.S. has lost almost 1,800 local 
newspapers since 2004. News¬ 
room employment fell by a quar¬ 


ter from 2008 to 2018, according 
to Pew Research, and layoffs have 
continued this year. 

Both GateHouse and Gannett 
are known as buyers of other pa¬ 
pers. Bulking up lets companies 
cut costs — via newsroom layoffs 
and other measures — and cen¬ 
tralize operations. The combined 
company would have more than 
260 daily papers in the U.S. along 
with more than 300 weeklies. 

Those cuts could give the own¬ 
ers “a cushion of time” to figure 
out how to improve their digital 
businesses, longtime industry an¬ 
alyst Rick Edmonds, of the Poyn- 
ter Institute, wrote Sunday. 

But it’s no panacea. 

“I don’t think, just by these 
companies merging, they’re going 
to somehow magically find a new 
business model, make everything 
all right and produce robust jour¬ 
nalism at a local level,” Butler 
University journalism professor 
Nancy Whitmore said. Still, a big¬ 
ger, combined newspaper com¬ 
pany could sell more national ads 
and boost their ad revenue, she 
said. 

GateHouse’s owner. New 
Media, is taking on new debt to 
get the deal done — a $1.8 bil¬ 
lion loan from private equity firm 
Apollo Global Management. That 
will have to be paid back. 

Several experts said they do not 


expect the Justice Department to 
have an issue with the deal, as 
the two companies have papers 
in different markets. The compa¬ 
nies expect it to close this year. 

The combined company would 
take the Gannett name and keep 
its headquarters in Gannett’s 
current home of McLean, Va. 
GateHouse’s owner. New Media, 
is buying Gannett Co. for $12.06 
a share in cash and stock. 

Consolidation is nothing new 
to either company. Gannett’s last 
big U.S. print purchase was in 
2016, when it bought papers in 
the Journal Media Group chain 
for $280 million, including the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel and 
The Commercial Appeal in Mem¬ 
phis. Gannett also owns dailies 
in mqjor cities such as the De¬ 
troit Free Press and the Arizona 
Republic. 

Its more recent merger efforts 
have been unsuccessful. It failed 
in an unsolicited bid for newspa¬ 
per chain Tribune. Gannett then 
fended off an unwanted bid by 
MNG Enterprises, better known 
as Digital First Media, a hedge- 
fund backed media group with 
a slash-and-burn reputation for 
cutting jobs and letting papers 
wither. 

GateHouse, alittle-knownname 
to U.S. readers, is also controlled 
by an investment company, but it 



Steven Senne/AP 


GateHouse Media, a chain backed by an investment firm, announced 
Monday that it is buying USA Today owner Gannett Co. for $1.4 
biiiion. 


doesn’t have the same scalding 
reputation as Digital First. It is 
owned by the publicly traded New 
Media Investment Group, which 
is managed by investment firm 
Fortress Investment Group. For¬ 
tress, in turn, is owned by Japa¬ 
nese tech giant SoftBank. Gannett 
and New Media said Monday that 
Fortress will no longer manage 
New Media after 2021. 

GateHouse has grown quickly 
in recent years, and its buying 
spree includes the Palm Beach 
Post, bought last year for $49 
million, and the Austin Ameri- 
can-Statesman, on which it spent 
$47.5 million. It publishes 154 
daily newspapers, most in small- 
and mid-sized towns. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Get wind of 
5 Camp bed 
8 “Diana” singer 

12 Woody 
Guthrie’s son 

13 Old Oldsmobile 

14 Linguist 
Chomsky 

15 Distinguishing 
trait 

17 Harvard rival 

18 Declare 

19 Choice word 

21 Noon, on a 
sundial 

22 Mark Harmon 
TV series 

23 Ordinal suffix 
26 NBC sketch 

show 

28 Cybermessages 
31 “Cheers” 

barman Woody 
33 Deity 

35 Gaelic 

36 Portends 
38 Even so 

40 Beer barrel 

41 911 responders 
43 Turf 

45 Emmy-winning 
“Drag Race” host 
47 Buffoons 

51 Port of Algeria 

52 Ant eater 

54 Poet of yore 

55 Never, in 
Nuremberg 

56 “Hey, sailor!” 


57 The “E” of 
“B.P.O.E” 

58 QBs’ goals 

59 Convent 
managers 

DOWN 

1 “Funny!” 

2 Historic periods 

3 Shakespeare 
title starter 

4 Luxury watch 
brand 

5 Packing, as fruit 

6 the 
ramparts ...” 

7 Memento 

8 Whenever 

9 Biblical vessel 

10 Curly cabbage 

11 From the U.S. 

16 Hosp. scans 

20 Rink surface 


23 Flow out 

24 Overly 

25 Franklin D. 
Roosevelt’s 
birthplace 

27 Myrna of 
movies 

29 British verb 
ending 

30 Pants part 
32 Insists on 
34 Wants 

37 Actor Erwin 
39 Lincoln in-law 
42 Incline 

44 Sofa’s kin 

45 Judicial garb 

46 Russian river 
48 Pearl Harbor 

site 

491982 sci-fi film 
50 “The —the limit!” 
53 Succor 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



8-7 CRYPTOQUIP 


JDCE G LUPCUADCK OW IPOL 


USJIPK UDC ADZPAD 


LGEHCPL, WSZ OGHDU LIW G 

JIL PCIADGEH US UDC ADSGP. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I AM HOOKED ON 
STUDYING THE HISTORY OE OFEICIAL KINGLY 
DECREES. I GUESS EM AN EDICT ADDICT. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: C equals E 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.con' 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 

Automotive 140 



SCAM 

SELLER BEWARE 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 
advertisements. 

Be aware of the common 
red flags. 

Some ofthe latest Scam 
fads are: 

Q Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 
paypal. 

D People saying Free Dog 
(different breeds) for 
adoption. 

Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms ofthe 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 



Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 142 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
WWW >lilser'k^litaryaMtnsale..i 
Free Europe-wide delivery 

a 


Education^ 


Certified teachers needed 

Inquire Kids Learning Center 
klc.mackenbach@gmail.com 


Want a better picture? 


You’ll get one - just by reading 

Stars and Stripes military news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 

Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 

STARSt^STRIPES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 




Are you in the picture? 


Reading Stars and Stripes gives you a 
better handle on issues that affect you most. 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 


STARS^STRIPES. 

In print* Onlineatstripes.com 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 







Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


les.com su| 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College football 


Amway Top 25 

The preseason Amway Top 25 football 
poll, with first-place votes In parenthe¬ 
ses, final 2018 records, total points based 
on 25 points for first place through one 
point for 25th, and last year's final rank- 

Record Pts Pvs 

15-0 1619 1 

14-1 1566 2 

11- 3 1447 8 

12- 2 1415 4 

13- 1 1368 3 

10-3 1218 7 

10-3 1155 14 

10-3 1103 6 

12-1 1100 5 

10-4 1038 9 

9-4 893 16 

10-4 834 13 

9-4 787 NR 


Pro soccer 

1 

Tennis 

1 

Deals 


1. Clemson (59) 

2. Alabama (6) 

3. Georgia 

4. Oklahoma 

5. Ohio State 

6. LSU 

7. Michigan 

8. Florida 

9. Notre Dame 

10. Texas 

11. Texas A&M 

12. Washington 

13. Oregon 

14. Penn State 

15. Utah 

16. Auburn 

17. UCF 

17. Wisconsin 

19. Iowa 

20. Michigan State 

21. Washington State 

22. Syracuse 

23. Stanford 

24. Iowa State 

25. Northwestern 


9-4 


Pro football 


NFL preseason 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 

W L T Pet PF 

Buffalo 
Miami 

New England 
N.Y. Jets 

Flouston 
Indianapolis 
Jacksonville 
Tennessee 

Baltimore 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Pittsburgh 


0 0 0 

West 


0 1 


Denver 
Kansas City 
L.A. Chargers 

Oakland _ _ _ _ 

national CONFERENCE 
East 


000 


N.Y. Giants 

Philadelphia 

Washington 

Carolina 
New Orleans 
Tampa Bay 
Atlanta 


0 0 0 
0 0 0 


000 10 14 


0 0 0 

West 


Green Bay 
Minnesota 


Arizona 

San Francisco 
Seattle _ _ _ 

Thursday, Aug 

Denver 14, Atlanta 10 


Thursday’s games 

apolls at Buff^o 


Indianapolis al 
N.Y. Jets at N.Y. Giants 
Jacksonville at Baltimore 
Tennessee at Philadelphia 
New England at Detroit 
Washington at Cleveland 
Atlanta at Miami 
Flouston at Green Bay 
Carolina at Chicago 
Denver at Seattle 
L.A. Chargers at Arizona 
Friday’s games 
Tampa Bay at Pittsburgh 
Minnesota at New Orleans 

Saturday’s games 
L.A. Rams at Oakland 
Cincinnati at Kansas City 
Dallas at San Francisco 

NFL calendar 


Philadelphi 
Atlanta 
New York 
D.C. United 
New York City FC 9 
Montreal 
New England 
Toronto FC 
Orlando City 
Chicago 
Columbus 
Cincinnati 


42 46 37 

39 41 29 

37 41 34 

36 32 31 

35 37 27 

10 12 3 33 34 44 

■ ‘ ■ 33 34 41 


9 10 
8 11 
6 10 
7 14 
5 17 


Los Angeles FC 16 

Minnesota United 11 
San Jose 11 

Seattle 11 

LA Galaxy 12 

Real Salt Lake 10 

FC Dallas 9 

Portland 
Flouston 
Sporting KC 
Vancouver 
Colorado 


9 11 3 

9 7 


32 38 40 
29 32 33 
27 35 35 
25 25 37 
17 23 55 


52 61 23 
38 39 30 
38 40 34 
38 35 31 
37 30 34 
34 33 31 
33 31 28 
31 35 33 
30 32 36 
28 36 41 
24 25 42 
23 39 48 


17 


12-1 436 12 

8- 5 436 NR 

9- 4 343 NR 

7- 6 313 NR 

11-2 274 10 

10-3 227 15 

9-4 200 NR 

8- 5 169 NR 

9- 5 161 -- 


Others receiving votes: Nebraska 152, 
Boise State 118, Mississippi State 111, 
Miami 94, Army 91, Kentucky 79, Virginia 
Tech 64, TCU 63, Southern Cal 47, Utah 
State 32, Fresno State 32, Virginia 30, 
Cincinnati 25, West Virginia 24, Memphis 
24, Oklahoma State 20, South Carolina 
15, N.C. State 12, Duke 10, Boston College 
5, Appalachian State 4, Baylor 4, Florida 
State 4, Houston 3, North Texas 3, UCLA 
2, Temple 2, Arizona State 2, Minnesota 1, 
Mississippi 1, Tennessee 1, Troy 1. 


5 11 

_ 6 12 , __ __ 

Note: Three points for victory, _ 

point for tie. 

Saturday, Aug. 3 
Atlanta 3, LA Galaxy 0 
New York 2, Toronto FC 0 
Los Angeles FC 2, New England 0 
Orlando City 2, FC Dallas 0 
Vancouver 2, Cincinnati 1 
Chicago 1, Houston 0 
Colorado 6, Montreal 3 
Columbus 1, San Jose 1, tie 
Real Salt Lake 3, New York City FC 1 
Sunday, Aug. 4 

Minnesota United 1, Portland 0 
Philadelphia 5, D.C. United 1 
Sporting Kansas City 3, Seattle 2 
Thursday’s game 
Houston at New York City FC 
Saturday’s games 
New England at Seattle 
Cincinnati at Columbus 
Orlando City at Toronto FC 
Minnesota United at FC Dallas 
Real Salt Lake at Sporting Kansas City 
Montreal at Chicago 
San Jose at Colorado 
Vancouver at Portland 

Sunday’s games 
New York City FC at Atlanta 
Houston at Philadelphia 
LA Galaxy at D.C. United 
New York at Los Angeles FC 


MLS leaders 

Through Sunday, Aug. 4 

Carlos Vela, LFC 
Josef Martinez, ATL 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic, LA 
Diego Rossi, LFC 
Kei Kamara, COL 
Wayne Rooney, DC 
Felipe Gutierrez, KC 
Kaeper Przybylko, PHI 
Jozy Altidore, TOR 
Heber, NYC 

Alejandro Pozuelo, TOR 
CJ Sapong, CHI 
Chris WondolowskI, SJ 

Assists 

Maximlliano Moralez, NYC 
Carlos Vela, LFC 
Diego Valeri, POR 
Nicolas Lodeiro, SEA 
Eduard Atuesta, LFC 
Sebastian Blanco, POR 
Cristian Espinoza, SJ 
Nicolas Gaitan, CHI 
Carles GII,NE 
Alejandro Pozuelo, TOR 
Shots 

Carlos Vela, LFC 
Aleksandar Katai, CHI 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic, LA 
Josef Martinez, ATL 
Vako Qazaishvili, SJ 
Diego Rossi, LFC 
Wayne Rooney, DC 
Cristian Espinoza, SJ 
Mauro Manotas, HOU 
Kei Kamara, COL 

Shots on Goal 
Carlos Vela, LFC 


World rankings 

Through Aug. 4 

1. Brooks Koepka U 

2. Dustin Johnson U 

3. Rory Mcliroy N 

4. Justin Rose El 

5. Tiger Woods U 

6. Francesco Molinari F 

7. Jon Rahm E 

8. Bryson DeChambeau U 

9. Justin Thomas U 

0. Patrick Cantlay U 

1. Xander Schauffele U 

2. Tommy Fleetwood El 

3. Webb Simpson U 

4. TonyFinau U 

5. Rickie Fowler U 

6. Gary Woodland U 

7. Matt Kuchar U 

8. Shane Lowry II 

9. Paul Casey El 

0. Adam Scott A 

1. Jason Day A 

2. Marc Leishman A 

3. Bubba Watson U 

4. Patrick Reed U 

5. Louis Oosthuizen S 

6. Matt Wallace El 

7. Matthew Fitzpatrick El 

8. Chez Reavie U 


Diego Rossi, LFC 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic, LA 
Josef Martinez, ATL 
Kei Kamara, COL 
Kaeper Przybylko, PHI 
Felipe Gutierrez, KC 
Vako Qazaishvili, SJ 
Wayne Rooney, DC 
Aleksandar Katai, CHI 
Alejandro Pozuelo, TOR 
Jefferson Savarino, RSL 
Cautions 
Diego Chara, POR 
Bastian Schweinsteiger, CHI 
Bryan Acosta, DAL 
Leonardo Bertone, CIN 
Franco Escobar, ATL 
Diego Polenta, LA 
Kellyn Acosta, COL 
Eduard Atuesta, LFC 
Kyle Beckerman, RSL 
Maxime Chanot, NYC 
Nicolas Lodeiro, SEA 
Tommy Thompson, SJ 
Kendall Waston, CIN 

Cards 

Y 

Diego Chara, POR 9 

Diego Polenta, LA 8 

Bastian Schweinsteiger, CHI 9 
Bryan Acosta, DAL 8 

Kellyn Acosta, COL 7 

Leonardo Bertone, CIN 8 

Franco Escobar, ATL 8 

7 players tied with 7 

Goals-Allowed Avg. 
Steve Clark, POR 
Tyler Miller, LFC 
Jesse Gonzalez, DAL 
Brad Guzan, ATL 
Matt Turner, NE 
Bill Hamid, DC 
Sean Johnson, NYC 
Vito Mannone, MIN 
David Ousted, CHI 
Zack Steffen, CLB 


Brad Guzan, ATL 
Bill Hamid, DC 
Vito Mannone, MIN 
David Bingham, LA 
Evan Bush, MTL 
Stefan Frel, SEA 
Tyler Miller, LFC 
Jesse Gonzalez, DAL 
Sean Johnson, NYC 
Nick Rimando, RSL 
Luis Robles, NYR 
Brian Rowe, ORL 
Daniel Vega, SJ 

Saves 

Bill Hamid, DC 
David Bingham, LA 
Vito Mannone, MIN 
Maxime Crepeau, VAN 
Tim Melia, KC 
Stefan Frei, SEA 
Brian Rowe, ORL 
Luis Robles, NYR 
Daniel Vega, SJ 
Joe Willis, HOU 


North Carolina 

Portland 

Chicago 

Reign FC 

Washington 

Houston 

Utah 

Orlando 

Sky Blue FC 


T Pts GF GA 

4 28 30 15 

6 27 31 19 

2 26 26 19 

5 23 13 15 

3 21 19 14 

4 19 16 26 

3 18 11 14 

2 11 16 31 

■ 10 19 


Note: Three points for victory, ( 
point for tie. 

Friday, Aug. 2 

Reign FC 1, Houston 0 

Saturday, Aug. 3 
North Carolina 1, Washington 0 
Chicago 2, Utah 0 
Portland 1, Sky Blue FC 1 

Wednesday’s games 
Reign FC at Portland 
Utah at Sky Blue FC 

Saturday’s games 
Chicago at Washington 
Houston at Orlando 

Sunday’s games 
North Carolina at Portland 
Utah at Reign FC 

Wednesday, Aug. 14 
Chicago at Sky Blue FC 


PGA Tour FedEx Cup leaders 


1. Brooks Koepka 

2. Rory Mcliroy 

3. Matt Kuchar 

4. Xander Schauffele 

5. Gary Woodland 

6. Patrick Cantlay 

7. Dustin Johnson 

8. Paul Casey 

9. Jon Rahm 

10. Justin Rose 

11. Marc Leishman 

12. Rickie Fowler 

13. Webb Simpson 

14. Chez Reavie 

15. Tony Finau 

16. Justin Thomas 

17. Charles Howell III 

18. Bryson DeChambeau 

19. Tommy Fleetwood 

20. Shane Lowry 

21. Adam Scott 

22. Kevin Kisner 

23. Ryan Palmer 

24. Francesco Molinari 

25. Sungjae Im 

26. Scott Piercy 

27. Tiger Woods 


WTA Rogers Cup 

A U.S. Open Series event 
Monday 

At Rexaii Centre 
Toronto 

Purse: $2.83 miiiion (Premier) 
Surface: HardOutdoor 
Singies 
First Round 

Dayana Yastremska, Ukraine, def. Jo¬ 
hanna Konta (13), Britain, 6-3, 6-2. 

Jennifer Brady, United States, def. 
Kristina Mladenovic, France, 6-1, 6-2. 

Elise Mertens, Belgium, def. Aliaksan- 
dra Sasnovich, Belarus, 3-6, 6-3, 6-1. 

Belinda Bencic (11), Switzerland, def. 
Anastasia Potapova, Russia, 6-2, 6-1. 

Marie Bouzkova, Czech Republic, def. 
Leylah Fernandez, Canada, 6-0, 6-1. 

Sofia Kenin, United States, def. Hsieh 
Su-wei, Taiwan, 6-4, 6-3. 

Caroline Wozniacki (15), Denmark, def. 
Yulia Putintseva, Kazakhstan, 6-4, 6-2. 

Julia Goerges, Germany, def. Polona 
Hercog, Slovenia, 6-3,1-6, 7-6 (5). 

Jelena Ostapenko, Latvia, def. Caro¬ 
line Garcia, France, 6-3, 6-3. 

Francesca Di Lorenzo, United States, 
def. Petra Martic, Croatia, 6-4, 7-5. 

Anett Kontaveit (16), Estonia, def. Ma¬ 
ria Sharapova, Russia, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4. 

Svetlana Kuznetsova, Russia, def. 
Wang Xiyu, China, 6-2,6-4. 

Daria Kasatkina, Russia, def. Angelique 
Kerber (12), Germany, 0-6, 6-2, 6-4. 
Doubles 
First Round 

Victoria Azarenka, Belarus, and Ash 
Barty (6), Australia, def. Monique Adam- 
czak and Storm Sanders, Australia, 6-1, 
6-2. 

Miyu Kato, Japan, and Sabrina San- 
tamaria. United States, def. Francoise 
Abanda and Carson Branstine, Canada, 
1-6, 6-3, 12-10. 

Nadiia Kichenok, Ukraine, and Abi¬ 
gail Spears, United States, def. Eugenie 
Bouchard and Sharon Fichman, Canada, 
7-6 (8), 6-3. 

ATP Rogers Cup 

A U.S. Open Series event 
Monday 
At IGA Stadium 
Montreal 

Purse: $5.7 million (Masters 1000) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 


Pro basketball 


2,887 $9,551,384 
2,315 $7,373,708 
2,313 $6,273,119 
1,858 $5,497,346 
1,795 $5,615,961 
1,730 $4,946,738 
1,686 $5,439,066 
1,574 $4,068,651 
1,447 $4,102,110 
1,423 $4,096,778 
1,415 $3,774,467 
1,391 $3,749,710 
1,319 $3,812,616 
1,300 $3,584,734 
1,279 $3,846,615 
1,247 $3,172,334 
1,245 $2,945,305 
1,203 $3,087,442 
1,193 $3,629,986 
1,137 $3,444,879 
1,124 $3,455,541 
1,098 $3,054,394 
1,088 $2,825,863 
1,054 $3,430,790 
1,016 $2,434,131 
1,006 $2,589,954 
1,003 $3,158,915 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 


Connecticut 

Washington 

Chicago 

New York 

Indiana 

Atlanta 


13 .381 
15 .348 
17 .227 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 


Las Vegas 
Los Angeles 
Phoenix 
Seattle 
Minnesota 


10 


7 .682 

8 .619 

10 .524 

11 .522 
11 .476 
16 .273 


Sunday’s games 

Connecticut 94, New York 79 
Los Angeles 83, Seattle 75 
Phoenix 103, Washington 82 
Monday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Tuesday’s games 
Minnesota at Atlanta 

Wednesday’s game 
New York at Chicago 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Recalled RHP 
Tayler Scott from Norfolk (IL). Optioned 
RHP Jimmy Yacabonis to Norfolk. 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Sent LHP 
Manny Banuelos to the AZL White Sox 
for a rehab assignment. Optioned C Seby 
Zavala to Charlotte (IL). 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Optioned RHP 
Phil Maton to Columbus (IL). Recalled 
RHP Aaron Civale from Columbus. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Placed RHP 
Luke Bard on the 10-day IL. Requested 
unconditional release waivers on C Jon¬ 
athan Lucroy. Selected LHP Patrick San¬ 
doval from Salt Lake (PCL). Transferred 
RHP Felix Pena o the 60-day IL. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Sent RHP Jona¬ 
than Loaisiga to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre 
(IL) for a rehab assignment. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Sent LHP Jose 
Alvarado to Charlotte (FSL) for a rehab 
assignment. 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Optioned RHP 
Yennsy Diaz to New Hampshire (EL). Re¬ 
called RHP Brock Stewart from Buffalo 


(IL). 


National League 


Milos Raonic (17), Canada, def. Lucas 
Poullle, France, 6-4, 6-4. 

Cristian Garin, Chile, def. Laslo Djere, 
Serbia, 6-2, 7-6 (4). 

Cameron Norrie, Britain, def. Marton 
Fucsovics, Hungary, 5-7, 6-2, 6-3. 

Tommy Paul, United States, def. 
Brayden Schnur, Canada, 6-1,6-2. 

Nikoioz Basilashvili (13), Georgia, def. 
Dusan Lajovic, Serbia, 3-6, 6-4, 6-4. 

Stan Wawrinka, Switzerland, def. Grig- 
or Dimitrov, Bulgaria, 6-4, 6-4. 

Roberto Bautista Agut (10), Spain, def. 
Bernard Tomic, Australia, 6-3, 6-2. 

Adrian Mannarino, France, def. Mikhail 
Kukushkin, Kazakhstan, 6-4,6-4. 

Denis Shapovalov, Canada, def. Pierre- 
Hugues Herbert, France, 6-3, 7-5. 

Richard Gasquet, France, def. Benoit 
Paire, France, 7-6 (2), 6-4. 

Ilya Ivashka, Belarus, def. Kwon Soon- 
woo. South Korea, 7-6 (3), 6-4. 

Gael Monfils (16), France, def. Peter 
Polansky, Canada, 6-7, (4), 6-3, 6-3. 


First Round 

Alex de Minaur and Jordan Thompson, 
Australia, def. Hubert Hurkaez, Poland, 
and John Isner, United States, 6-4, 7-6 
(3). 

Jeremy Chardy and Fabrice Martin, 
France, def. Felix Auger-Aliassime and 
Vasek Pospisil, Canada, 7-6 (7), 7-5. 

Kevin Krawietz and Andreas Mies, 
Germany, def. Nikola Mektic and Franko 
Skugor (8), Croatia, 7-5, 4-6,10-6. 

Andrey Rublev, Russia, and Alexander 
Zverev, Germany, def. Mate Pavic, Croa¬ 
tia, and Bruno Soares (3), Brazil, 6-3, 7-6 
(3). 

Robin Haase and Wesley Koolhof, 
Netherlands, def. Juan Sebastian Cabal 
and Robert Farah (1), Colombia, 7-5, 7-6 


ague 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Assigned 
OF Yasmany Tomas outright to Reno 
(PCL). Sent RHP Matt Andriese to Visalia 
(Cal) for a rehab assignment. 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Recalled RHP 
Mike Foltynewicz from Gwinnett (IL). 

CHICAGO CUBS - Placed RHP Craig 
KImbrel on the 10-day IL, retroactive to 
August 4. Recalled RHP Duane Under¬ 
wood Jr. from Iowa. Announced RHP 
Brad Brach has waivers and has been 
released. 

CINCINNATI REDS - Designated INF 
Blake Trahan for assignment. Placed C 
Juan Graterol and INF/OF Derek Dietrich 
on the 10-day IL, Graterol retroactive to 
Saturday. Claimed RHP Kevin Gausman 
off waivers from Atlanta. Selected the 
contract of OF Brian O’Grady from Lou¬ 
isville (IL). 

MIAMI MARLINS - Optioned RHP Kyle 
Keller to New Orleans (PCL). Placed OF 
Cesar Puello and IB Nell Walker on the 
10-day IL. Recalled 2B Isan Diaz and OF 
Lewis Brinson from New Orleans. Select¬ 
ed the contract of RHP Robert Dugger 
from New Orleans. Reinstated RHP Ryne 
Stanekfrom the 10-day IL. 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Sent LHP 
Brent Suter to Biloxi (SL) for a rehab 
assignment. Recalled RHP Jake Faria 
and selected RHP Devin Williams from 
San Antonio (PCL). Optioned RHP Aaron 
Wilkerson was optioned to San Antonio. 
Placed RHP Zach Davies on the 10-day IL, 
retroactive to Aug. 3. Transferred RHP 
Jimmy Nelson to the 60-day IL. 

NEW YORK METS - Placed 2B Rob¬ 
inson Cano the 10-day IL. Recalled RHP 
Walker Lockett and SS Luis Guillorme 
from Syracuse (IL). 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Released 3B 
Jung Ho Kang. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Claimed 
RHP Ryan Dull off waivers from Oakland. 
Sent RHP Johnny Cueto to the AZL Giants 
Black for a rehab assignment. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES - Named Niele 
Ivey, Brad Jones, David McClure, Scoonie 
Penn, Vitaly Potapenko and Neven Spa- 
hlja assistant coaches and Jason March 
coach of Memphis (NBAGL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

BALTIMORE RAVENS - Traded OL Alex 
Lewis to the N.Y. Jets for a conditional 
2020 seventh-round draft pick. 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS - Claimed RB 
D’Onta Foreman off waivers from Hous- 

MIAMI DOLPHINS - Placed LB Mike 
Hull on the PUP list. 

NEW YORK JETS - Claimed CB Alex 
Brown off waivers from Philadelphia. 
Waived WR/KR Quadree Henderson. 

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS - Removed 
LB David Kenney from the PUP list. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING - Signed D 
Kevin Shattenkirk to a one-year con¬ 
tract. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

LOS ANGELES FC - Agreed to terms 
with F Latif Blessing on a multi-year con- 

COLLEGE 

COKER — Named Mackenzie Draine 
assistant softball coach. 

GUILFORD — Named Emily Record 
women’s rugby coach. 

HOFSTRA — Promoted Mike Farrelly to 
associate head men’s basketball coach. 

LANDER — Named Noel McDaniel 
women’s assistant soccer coach, Ash¬ 
ley Veach assistant volleyball coach 
and Dale Parker men’s assistant soccer 
coach. 

NEW JERSEY CITY - Named Elena 
Pirozhkova women’s wrestling coach. 

OKLAHOMA STATE - Named Patsy 
Armstrong assistant athletic director for 
women’s basketball operations. 

PENNSYLVANIA - Named Bryan Vol- 
penhein men’s heavyweight crew coach. 

PROVIDENCE — Promoted assistant 
men’s lacrosse coach Matt Francis to _ _ 
sociate head coach. 

TEMPLE — Named Kevin Copp associ 
ate athletics director/video production. 

TEXAS RIO GRANDE VALLEY - Pro 
moted graduate assistant men’s soc 
cer coach Archie Massen to assistant 
coach. 

WAGNER - Named Niki Miller field 
hockey coach. 
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The Twins’ Miguel Sane, right, hits a game-winning home run in the ninth inning of Monday’s game against Atlanta in Minneapolis. 


Twins win in ninth inning 


Sano’s pinch-hit homer lifts Minnesota over Atlanta 


By Brian Hall 
Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — After sitting four 
powerful right-handed bats against Atlan¬ 
ta All-Star starter Mike Soroka, Minnesota 
Twins manager Rocco Baldelli had plenty 
of pinch-hitting options late in another 
close game against a likely playoff team. 

Baldelli chose wisely with the surging 
Miguel Sano and Minnesota came up with 
another meaningful win. 

Sano’s pinch-hit, two-run homer in the 
ninth inning gave Minnesota a 5-3 vic¬ 
tory over the Braves on Monday night. The 
home run came after working with assis¬ 
tant hitting coach Rudy Hernandez inside 
during the game. 

“I felt when the game got tied, I told 
Rudy, if nobody does anything. I’m going 
to take care of it,” Sano said. “When you’ve 
got something in your heart and you feel 
it, that’s one of the biggest things. When I 
went out and hit, I was just thinking, one 
swing and come back to the dugout. It’s 
unbelievable.” 

With Mitch Garver, C. J. Cron, and Jona¬ 
than Schoop all available, Sano entered 
and hit the first pitch he saw for his 19th 
home run of the season and the first pinch- 



hi 




The Ivvins’ Ehire Adrianza, right, pats 
teammate Luis Airaez on the back after 
they beat the Braves. 


hit, walkoff home run for the Twins since 
Michael Cuddyer against the Los Angeles 
Angels in 2006 at the Metrodome. 

Sano’s homer went an estimated 443 feet 
off reliever Chris Martin, hitting high off 
the wall in center field. Martin (0-3) was 
making his second appearance for Atlanta 
since being acquired at the trade deadline. 
He got two quick outs before allowing a 
single to Luis Arraez in front of Sano. 

“He’s got long arms,” Martin said. “He’s 
got leverage. I’ve faced him a lot. I kind 
of attack him the same way every time. I 
think he finally figured it out and he got 
good wood on it.” 

Trevor May (5-3) pitched two innings 
with one hit allowed for the Twins, who 
have won four in a row to stretch their lead 
over Cleveland in the AL Central to four 
games. They’ve won nine of their past 11 
games. 

The Braves have lost three of four and 
are 12-11 since the All-Star break. 

“It’s just been some tough games late,” 
Atlanta manager Brian Snitker said. “Well- 
played, just having a hard time bunching 
anything to get a really big inning going 
or something like that. It’s kind of what we 
need to get us off the mat a little bit.” 


Roundup 

Porcello, 
Boston halt 
8-ganie skid 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — Rick Porcello pitched six 
innings of one-run ball, Sam Travis hit a 
two-run homer and the Boston Red Sox 
halted their eight-game losing streak with 
a 7-5 victory over the struggling Kansas 
City Royals on Monday night. 

Rafael Devers added a solo shot for the 
Red Sox. Travis’ home run gave Boston a 
homer in a club-record 18 straight games 
in Fenway Park. The old mark was set in 
1969. 

Bubba Starling, Meibrys Viloria and 
Cheslor Cuthbert each went deep for Kan¬ 
sas City, with Viloria’s his first homer in 
the mqjors and Starling’s a three-run shot. 

It was the seventh straight loss for the 
Royals, who had a 10-game skid in the sea¬ 
son’s first two weeks. 

Porcello (10-8) gave up four hits, walked 
two and struck out five. 

Yankees 9, Orioles 6: New York hit five 
more home runs at Camden Yards, includ¬ 
ing two by Mike Tauchman, to set a mqjor 
league record and win its 13th straight 
game in Baltimore. 

Blue Jays 2, Rays 0: Rookie Bo Bichette 
homered and scored both runs, Jacob 
Waguespack (3-1) pitched six impressive 
innings and visiting Toronto ended Tampa 
Bay’s six-game winning streak. 

Rangers 1, Indians 0: All-Star Mike 
Minor (10-6) struck out seven over seven 
innings, Nomar Mazara drove in Elvis An¬ 
drus with a sacrifice fly in the fourth and 
visiting Texas beat Cleveland. 

Mets 6-5, Marlins 2-4: J.D. Davis, Mi¬ 
chael Conforto and Pete Alonso homered 
in a seventh-inning rally, lifting host New 
York over Miami for a doubleheader sweep 
that moved them above .500 for the first 
time since early May. 

New York won the opener as Jeff Mc¬ 
Neil welcomed Robert Dugger to the m^or 
leagues with a home run on his first pitch, 
Amed Rosario broke a 1-1 tie with a third- 
inning homer and Jacob deGrom gave 
himself a three-run cushion with a two- 
run single. 

Reds 7, Angels 4: Luis Castillo struck 
out a career-high 13 and host Cincinnati 
scored five runs in the first innings on the 
way to a win over Los Angeles. 

Brewers 9, Pirates 7: Christian Yelich 
hit two home runs and took over the mqjor 
league lead with 39, powering visiting Mil¬ 
waukee past Pittsburgh. 

White Sox 7, Tigers 4: All-Star Lucas 
Giolito (12-5) ended a five-start winless 
streak, Tim Anderson had three hits and 
scored twice, and visiting Chicago beat 
Detroit. 

Cubs 6, Athletics 5: Javier Baez hit two 
of his team’s four homers and the Chicago 
bullpen barely held on without Craig Kim- 
brel in beating visiting Oakland. 

Phillies 7, Diamondbacks 3: Vince 
Velasquez (4-6) allowed two runs in a sea¬ 
son-high seven innings and Scott Kingery 
homered in his hometown ballpark, lead¬ 
ing visiting Philadelphia over Arizona. 

Nationals 4, Giants 0: Erick Fedde (2- 
2) pitched six innings to win for the first 
time in eight starts and Anthony Rendon’s 
early run-scoring single held up as visiting 
Washington beat San Francisco. 

Dodgers 8, Cardinals 0: Cody Bellinger 
hit a three-run homer and rookie Tony 
Gonsolin (1-1) pitched six stellar innings of 
two-hit ball to earn his first m^or league 
victory as host Los Angeles beat St. Louis. 
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MLB SCOREBOARD 


American League 

East Division 

W L Pet 

New York 73 39 .652 

Tampa Bay 65 49 .570 

Boston 60 55 .522 

Toronto 46 69 .400 

Baltimore 38 74 .339 

Central Division 

Minnesota 70 42 .625 

Cleveland 66 46 .589 

Chicago 49 61 .445 

Kansas City 40 74 .351 

Detroit 32 76 .296 

West Division 

Houston 73 40 .646 

Oakland 64 49 .566 

Texas 58 54 .518 

Los Angeles 56 58 .491 

Seattle 47 67 


.412 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Atlanta 66 48 .579 - 

Philadelphia 59 53 .527 6 

Washington 59 53 .527 6 

New York 57 56 .504 8 V 2 

Miami 42 69 .378 22'/2 

Central Division 

Chicago 61 51 .545 — 

St. Louis 58 53 .523 2'/2 

Milwaukee 58 56 .509 4 

Cincinnati 53 58 .477 7'/2 

Pittsburgh 48 64 .429 13 

West Division 

Los Angeles 75 40 .652 — 

Arizona 56 57 .496 18 

San Francisco 56 57 .496 18 

Colorado 52 60 .464 21'/2 

San Diego 51 60 .459 22 

Monday’s games 
N.Y. Yankees 9, Baltimore 6 
Boston 7, Kansas City 5 
Chicago White Sox 7, Detroit 4 
Cincinnati 7, L.A. Angels 4 
Texas 1, Cleveland 0 
Toronto 2, Tampa Bay 0 
Chicago Cubs 6, Oakland 5 
Minnesota 5, Atlanta 3 
N.Y. Mets 6, Miami 2, 1st game 
N.Y. Mets 5, Miami 4, 2nd game 
Milwaukee 9, Pittsburgh 7 
Philadelphia 7, Arizona 3 
Washington 4, San Francisco 0 
L.A. Dodgers 8, St. Louis 0 
Tuesday’s games 
Chicago White Sox at Detroit, 2 
N.Y. Yankees at Baltimore 
Kansas City at Boston 
L.A. Angels at Cincinnati 
Texas at Cleveland 
Toronto at Tampa Bay 
Oakland at Chicago Cubs 
Atlanta at Minnesota 
Colorado at Houston 
San Diego at Seattle 
Milwaukee at Pittsburgh 
Miami at N.Y. Mets 
Philadelphia at Arizona 
Washington at San Francisco 
St. Louis at L.A. Dodgers 

Wednesday’s games 
Atlanta (Gausman 3-7) at Minnesota 
(Perez 8-4) 

Chicago White Sox (Detwiler 1-2) at 
Detroit (Alexander 0-2) 

Texas (Lynn 14-6) at Cleveland (Clev- 
Inger 6-2) 

Toronto (TBD) at Tampa Bay (McKay 
2-1) 

Colorado (Lambert 2-2) at Houston 
(Cole 13-5) 

Oakland (Bailey 9-7) at Chicago Cubs 
(Quintana 9-7) 

San Diego (LucchesI 7-6) at Seattle 
(Kikuchi 4-8) 

N.Y. Yankees (Paxton 6-6) at Baltimore 
(Means 8-6) 

Kansas City (Sparkman 3-7) at Boston 
(Rodriguez 13-5) 

Miami (TBD) at N.Y. Mets (Matz 6-7) 

St. Louis (Flaherty 5-6) at L.A. Dodgers 
(May 0-1) 

Washington (Ross 1-3) at San Fran¬ 
cisco (Anderson 3-3) 

Milwaukee (TBD) at Pittsburgh (Wil¬ 
liams 4-4) 

Philadelphia (Vargas 6-5) at Arizona 
(Gallon 1-3) 

Monday 

Blue Jays 2 , Rays 0 

Toronto Tampa Bay 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Bchette ss 4 2 2 1 Choi lb 3 0 0 0 

Biggio2b 4 0 11 Pham If 4 0 0 0 

GrrIJrIf 3 0 0 0 Meadows rf 4 0 0 0 

Smoaklb 4 0 10 Aguilar dh 4 0 10 

GrrrJr3b 4 0 10 Krmaiercf 4 0 0 0 

Galvisdh 4 0 2 0 Brsseau3b 4 0 10 

Grichukrf 4 0 2 0 Sogard2b 4 0 10 

Fisher cf 4 0 0 0 Zuninoc 2 0 0 0 

McGuire c 4 0 0 0 d’Arnd ph-c 1 0 10 

Adames SS 2 0 10 

Totals 35 2 9 2 Totals 32 0 5 0 

Toronto 101 000 000-2 

Tampa Bay 000 000 000—0 

E-BIchette 2 (4), Guerrero Jr. (13). 
DP—Toronto 2. LOB—Toronto 7, Tampa 
Bay 7. 2B-Bichette (6), Grichuk (19). 
HR-BIchette (3). S-Gurriel Jr. (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Toronto 

Waguespack W,3-l 
Shafer H,3 
Mayza H,15 
Law S,2-2 


I'/s 


Rangers 1, Indians 0 

Texas Cleveland 

ab r h bi ab r hi 

Choodh 3 0 0 0 Lindorss 4 0 0 

Da.Sntn cf-lf 4 0 0 0 Mercado cf 4 0 1 

Andrus ss 4 12 0 C.Sntna lb 3 0 1 

Mazara rf 3 0 11 Puig rf 4 0 2 

DShIdspr-cf 0 0 0 0 Jo.Rmir3b 4 0 1 

W.CIhunlf 4 0 10 Luplowlf 3 0 2 

Hinemanrf 0 0 0 0 Naquin pr-lfO 0 0 0 

Odor 2b 3 0 0 0 Kipnis2b 4 0 10 

Frsythe lb 2 0 0 0 F.Reyes dh 4 0 0 0 

Knr-Flf3b 3 0 0 0 R.Perezc 3 0 0 0 

Mathis c 3 0 10 

Totals 29 1 5 1 Totals 33 0 8 0 

Texas 000 100 000-1 

Cleveland 000 000 000-0 

DP—Texas 1, Cleveland 2. LOB—Texas 
5, Cleveland 8. 2B-W.Calhoun (9), Mathis 
(7), Jo.Ramirez (27). 3B-Andrus (4). SB- 
Luplow (3). SF-Mazara (5). S—Naquin (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Texas 

Minor W,10-6 7 7 0 0 1 7 

Chavez H,8 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Leclerc S,7-10 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Cleveland 

Civale L,l-1 6 3 1117 

Clippard 2 10 0 11 

H.Wood 1 1 0 0 0 2 

HBP-by Clippard (Choo). T-2:49. A- 
17,690 (35,225). 

Twins 5, Braves 3 

Atlanta Minnesota 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

AenJr. rf-cf 5 12 0 Kepler cf 4 111 
Albies2b 5 110 J.PIncoss 4 0 0 0 

F.Frmanlb 4 12 1 Cruzdh 4 110 

Dnldson3b 3 0 2 1 E.Rsrio If 4 110 

B.McCnnc 4 0 10 Gnzalez3b 4 0 10 
Duvall If 3 0 0 0 Arraez2b 4 12 2 

Joyce dh 4 0 10 Adranzalb 2 0 0 0 
Camargoss 3 0 0 0 Sanoph 1112 
Incarte cf 3 0 0 0 J.Cstroc 3 0 10 

CIbrsonrf 1 0 0 0 Caverf 3 0 0 0 

Totals 35 3 9 2 Totals 33 5 8 5 

Atlanta 000 010 200-3 

Minnesota 000 210 002-5 

E—Cave (2). DP—Minnesota 1. LOB— 
Atlanta 9, Minnesota 3. HR—F.Freeman 
(27), Kepler (31), Sano (19). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Atlanta 

Soroka 7 6 3 3 1 3 

Melancon 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Ch.Martin L,0-3 % 2 2 2 0 0 


0 0 0 

0 0 1 

Tampa Bay 

Morton L,12-4 7 7 2 2 0 9 

Pruitt 2 2 0 0 0 1 

T-2:45. A-11,948 (25,025). 


Sept. 1 — Active rosters expand to 40 

Oct. 1-2 — Wild-card games. 

Oct. 3 — Division Series start. 


Odorizzi 6 5 113 7 

R.HarperH.lO % 2 2 10 1 

Duffey BS,1 '/3 1 0 0 0 0 

T.May W,5-3 2 1 0 0 1 2 

T-3:01. A-26,722 (38,649). 

Red Sox 7 , Royals 5 

Kansas City Boston 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Mrrfeld2b 4 0 2 0 Betts rf 2 2 0 0 

A.Grdonlf 5 0 0 0 Holt 2b 10 0 0 

H.Dzierrf 4 12 0 Devers3b 4 2 2 1 

Solerdh 3 10 0 Bgaertsss 3 111 

Cthbert3b 4 111 Bntndi If-cf 4 0 2 2 

O'Hearnlb 3 0 0 0 Travis Ib-lf 4 112 

Strlingcf 4 113 C.Vazqzdh 4 0 0 0 

Viloriac 4 111 Chvis2b-lb 3 0 2 0 

N.Lopez ss 4 0 10 BrdlyJcf-rf 4 0 10 
Leone 4 110 
Totals 35 S 8 5 Totals 33 710 6 
Kansas City 000 001 130-5 

Boston 003 010 30x-7 

E-Leon (3), N.Lopez (3). DP-Kansas 
City 1. LOB—Kansas City 7, Boston 6. 2B— 
Merrifield (31), H.Dozier (20), Benintendi 
2 (33). HR-Cuthbert (7), Starling (2), 
Viloria (1), Devers (23), Travis (3). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Kansas City 

Montgomery L,l-5 5 7 4 2 1 7 

K. McCarthy 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Hill '/3 1 2 2 10 

Barlow % 1 1111 

Staumont 1 0 0 0 1 0 

Boston 

PorcelloW,10-8 6 4 1 1 2 5 

Eovaldi H,1 1 11110 

M.Barnes 1 23202 

Workman S,6-10 1 1 0 0 0 2 

WP-Barlow. T-2:56. A-33,636 

(37,731). 

White Sox 7 , Tigers 4 

Chicago Detroit 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

L. Grcia cf-lf 5 0 10 J.Jonescf 5 12 1 

Goins 3b 3 111 Goodrm2b 4 0 11 

J.Abreudh 4 12 1 Mi.Cbrrdh 5 0 10 

Jayrf 4 0 11 Dixon lb 3 110 

Engel pr-cf 0 0 0 0 H.Cstro3b 3 0 0 1 

El.Jmenlf 4 0 10 Dmritte rf 4 110 

Cordell rf 0 0 0 0 V.Reyes If 4 0 2 0 

Skolelb 5 0 12 J.Rgersc 3 111 

Ti.Andrss 5 2 3 0 Mercer ss 4 0 2 0 

J.McCnnc 4 2 2 1 

Y.Sanch2b 5 12 1 

Totals 39 714 7 Totals 35 411 4 

Chicago 200 200 030-7 

Detroit 011 001 001-4 

E-G.Soto (1), H.Castro (6). DP-Chica- 
go3, Detroit 2. LOB—Chicago 12, Detroit 8. 
2B-Skole (1), Ti.Anderson (17), J.McCann 
(17), Goodrum (23). 3B—J.Jones (3), Dixon 
(2). HR-J.Jones (11). S-L.Garcia (7). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


8 3 3 2 8 

2 0 0 0 2 

0 0 0 1 0 


GiolitoW,12-5 
Cordero H,1 

J.Fry 
Colome 
Detroit 
Turnbull 

G.Soto L,0-5 
B.Farmer 
Hardy 
Ed.Jimenez 

HBP-by _ 

T-3:41. A-16,942 (41,21 


Brewers 9, Pirates 7 

Milwaukee Pittsburgh 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Grisham If 4 0 13 A.Frzer2b 4 0 0 0 

Grandalc 4 0 0 0 Rynolds If 5 2 3 1 

Yelichrf 5 2 4 2 S.Martecf 5 0 11 

Hiura2b 5 0 0 0 Bell lb 4 10 0 

Mstakas 3b 4 2 1 1 J.Osna rf-3b 3 110 

Caincf 4 2 2 0 Moran 3b 2 0 0 0 

Thames lb 5 2 2 1 M.Cbrph-rf2 1 1 0 

Arciass 4 13 1 Newman ss 4 113 

Lyles p 2 0 0 1 EI.Diazc 3 0 0 0 

Gamel ph 1 0 0 0 Agrazal p 10 0 0 

Pmeranzp 0 0 0 0 P.Reyesph 1112 

Albers p 0 0 0 0 Feliz p 0 0 0 0 

Claudio p 0 0 0 0 E.Gnzal ph 0 0 0 0 

Braun ph 1 0 0 0 Liriano p 0 0 0 0 

F.PrItap 0 0 0 0 Hrtliebp 0 0 0 0 

Haderp 0 0 0 0 StIIngsph 10 0 0 

Totals 39 913 9 Totals 35 7 8 7 

Milwaukee 100 400 031-9 

Pittsburgh 000 120 031-7 

E-A.Frazier (5), Hiura (9). DP-Pitts- 
burgh 1. LOB—Milwaukee 7, Pittsburgh 6. 
2B—Reynolds (23), J.Osuna (9), Newman 
(14). 3B-S.Marte (5). HR-Yelich 2 (39), 
Moustakas (27), Reynolds (10), P.Reyes 
(1). SF-Grisham (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Milwaukee 

Lyles W,7-7 5 2 3 1 2 1 

Pomeranz H,1 1 2 0 0 0 3 

Albers H,7 ^3 0 0 0 1 0 

Claudio H,17 Vs 0 0 0 0 0 

F.Peralta ^3 2 3 3 2 1 

Hader 5,25-28 VA 2 110 2 

Pittsburgh 

Agrazal L,2-3 5 8 5 5 2 1 

Feliz 2 1 0 0 0 5 

Liriano 0 3 3 1 0 0 

Hartlieb 2 11113 

Liriano pitched to 4 batters in the 8th 

T-3:32. A-11,208 (38,362). 

Cubs 6, Athietics 5 

Oakland Chicago 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Semien ss 5 2 2 3 Hywrd cf-rf 4 110 

Grssman If 2 0 0 0 Cstllns rf 4 2 3 2 

Soria p 0 0 0 0 AlmrJrcf 0 0 0 0 

M.ChpmnSb 4 0 0 0 Bryant 3b 4 0 0 0 

M.OIson lb 4 0 10 Rizzo lb 4 0 10 
Canhacf 3 0 0 0 J.Baezss 3 2 2 3 

Pscottyrf 4 0 0 0 Schwrbr If 4 0 2 0 

Profar2b 3 2 10 Cishekp 0 0 0 0 

Hrrmannc 3 0 0 0 Kntzlerp 0 0 0 0 

K.Davisph 0 0 0 0 Bote 2b 0 0 0 0 

Bassittp 1 0 0 0 Cratinic 3 0 0 0 

Treinen p 0 0 0 0 Kemp 2b 4 0 10 

Buchter p 0 0 0 0 Ryan p 0 0 0 0 

Martini ph-lf 1 112 Phelps p 0 0 0 0 

Pinderph 10 10 Hndrcksp 2 0 10 

Wickp 0 0 0 0 

I.Happph-lf2 111 
Totals 31 5 6 5 Totals 34 612 6 

Oakland 002 000 030-5 

Chicago 100 001 40x—6 

DP—Oakland 2, Chicago 1. LOB—Oak¬ 
land 5, Chicago 6.2B—Profar (16), Castel¬ 
lanos (40), Schwarber (17). HR—Semien 2 
(19), Martini (1), Castellanos (12), J.Baez 
2 (28), I.Happ (1). SB-Rizzo (5). S-Bas- 
sitt (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Oakland 

Bassitt 6 8 2 2 2 5 

Treinen L,6-4 ^3 4 4 4 0 1 

Buchter '/3 0 0 0 0 1 

Soria 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Chicago 

Hendricks 6'/3 1 2 2 2 5 

Wick W,2-0 % 0 0 0 0 0 

Cishek '/3 3 3 3 1 1 

KintzlerH,15 % 1 0 0 0 1 

Ryan H,ll ^3 1 0 0 10 

Phelps S,l-4 '/3 0 0 0 0 0 

HBP-by Hendricks (Grossman). T— 
3:17. A-40,721 (41,649). 

Reds 7 , Angels 4 

Los Angeles Cincinnati 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Fltcherss-3b 4 0 0 0 Winker If 12 10 

Trout cf 3 12 1 Ervn ph-lf-rf 1 110 

K.CIhunrf 4 0 0 0 Votto lb 3 110 

Upton If 4 0 0 0 E.Sarez3b 4 0 0 0 

Thaiss3b-lb3 1 0 0 Aquino rf 3 111 

K. Smithc 3 0 0 0 VnMetr ph-lf 1 0 0 0 

Goodwin ph 1112 J.lgissss 4 111 
Walsh lb 3 0 0 0 Senzelcf 4 112 

L. Grcia p 0 0 0 0 Peraza2b 4 0 11 

Pujols ph 1 0 0 0 Brnhartc 4 0 10 

Rengifo2b 2 111 L.Cstll p 2 0 0 0 
T.Colep 0 0 0 0 W.PrItap 0 0 0 0 

Pat.Snd p 2 0 0 0 Lrenzen p 0 0 0 0 

Tovar ss 10 10 Dav.Hrn p 0 0 0 0 
Ohtani ph 1 0 0 0 R.lgissp 0 0 0 0 

Totals 32 4 5 4 Totals 31 7 8 5 

Los Angeles 001 001 002—4 

Cincinnati 510 000 lOx—7 

E—Trout (2). LOB—Los Angeles 5, Cin¬ 
cinnati 4. 2B—J.lglesias (15), Peraza (11). 
HR—Trout (37), Goodwin (10), Rengifo 

(4) . SB-Trout (9), Votto (4). CS-Peraza 

(5) . S-L.Castillo (4). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Los Angeles 

T.ColeL,l-3 1 5 5 5 1 2 

Pat.Sandoval 5 3 2 2 2 8 

L.Garcia 2 0 0 0 0 1 


Yankees 9, Orioles 6 

New York Baltimore 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

LMahieu3b 5 0 10 Villarss 5 2 4 2 

Judge rf 3 0 10 Mancini rf 5 0 11 

Grgriusss 5 0 10 Sntnderif 5 0 2 0 

Torres dh 5 0 0 0 Nunez dh 5 110 

Ford lb 4 111 J.Ptrsn3b 3 112 
Gardner cf 4 3 3 1 Alberto 2b 3 12 0 

Rominec 4 111 Sisco c 4 110 

Tuchman If 4 3 3 3 C.Davis lb 2 0 0 1 

Valera 2b 4 112 S.WIkrscf 4 0 0 0 

Totals 38 912 8 Totals 36 612 6 

New York 010 032 030-9 

Baltimore 001 005 000-6 

E—Villar (17), Gregorius (5), Romine 
(1). DP-New York 1, Baltimore 2. LOB- 
New York 4, Baltimore 7. 2B—Judge (9), 
Villar (24), Santander 2 (13), Nunez (20), 
Alberto (12), Sisco (6). 3B-Valera (1), 
Villar (3). HR-Ford (2), Gardner (16), 
Romine (5), Tauchman 2 (9), Villar (15), 
J.Peterson (1). CS—J.Peterson (1). SF— 
C.Davis (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

New York 

Tanaka 5'/3 10 5 5 2 4 

KahnleBS,3 % 1 110 1 

Ottavino W,5-3 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Britton H,23 1 0 0 0 1 1 

A.Chapman S,30-35 1 1 0 0 0 3 

Baltimore 

G. Ynoa 41^ 5 4 3 0 2 

Kline l'/3 3 2 2 0 2 

Givens l'/3 0 0 0 1 1 

P.Fry L,l-4 % 3 3 3 0 1 

Yacabonis 1 10 0 10 

WP-Tanaka. T-3:14. A-20,151 

(45,971). 

Mets 6, Marlins 2 

First Game 

Miami New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Berti ss-cf 4 0 2 0 McNeil 2b 5 12 1 

LDiaz2b 4 111 A.Rsrioss 5 2 2 1 

Cooper lb 4 0 0 0 Cnfortorf 2 10 0 

Bri.And rf 3 110 P.AInso lb 4 0 11 

S.Cstro3b 4 0 11 J..Dvis If 2 10 1 

H. Rmrzlf-cf-lf4 0 0 0 Ed.Diaz p 0 0 0 0 

Brinson cf 3 0 0 0 T.Frzer3b 2 10 0 

Chenp 0 0 0 0 Nidoc 4 0 0 0 

Rojas ph 0 0 0 0 Lagaresef 10 0 0 

Alfaro c 3 0 0 0 deGrom p 3 0 12 

Dugger p 2 0 0 0 J.WIson p 0 0 0 0 

Gerrerop 0 0 0 0 Altherr ph-lf 1 0 0 0 

Grndrsn If 0 0 0 0 

Prado ph 10 10 
Rivera pr-ss 0 0 0 0 

Totals 32 2 6 2 Totals 29 6 6 6 

Miami 010 001 000-2 

New York 101 220 OOx-6 

E—Cooper (2). DP—Miami 1, New York 

I. LOB-Miami 6, New York 8. 2B-Berti 
(5), Bri.Anderson (25), S.Castro (15). HR- 
I.Diaz (1), McNeil (14), A.Rosario (12). 
SB-Berti (4). SF-J..Davis (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 


6 6 4 3 
0 0 12 
0 0 13 


2 2 3 7 
2 2 11 

3 3 0 1 
0 0 0 1 
0 0 11 


L.CastilloW,ll-4 7 3 2 2 1 13 

W.Peralta '/si 0 0 10 

Lorenzen % 0 0 0 0 1 

Dav.Hernandez ^3 1 2 2 2 2 

R.lglesias S,22-25 '/3 0 0 0 0 1 

Pat.Sandoval pitched to 2 batters in 
the 7th WP-Pat.Sandoval 2, L.Garcia. 
T-3:07. A-21,895 (42,319). 


Dugger L,0-1 
Guerrero 
Chen 

New York 

deGrom W,7-7 7 5 2 2 1 8 

J.Wilson 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Ed.Diaz 1 0 0 0 1 2 

HBP-by Dugger (Conforto), by Dug¬ 
ger (T.Frazier), by Ed.Diaz (Bri.Anderson). 
WP-Dugger.T-2:51. 

Mets 5, Marlins 4 

Second Game 

Miami New York 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

Rojas ss 3 110 McNeil If 0 10 0 
LDiaz2b 3 0 0 0 Lagaresef 2 0 0 0 

J.Grciap 0 0 0 0 A.Rsrioss 4 110 

Bri.And 3b 4 2 3 0 Cnforto rf 3 12 3 

Grndrsn If 4 0 2 2 P.AInso lb 3 12 1 

H.Rmrezrf 3 0 11 W.Ramosc 4 0 10 
Brinson cf 4 0 0 0 S.Lugo p 0 0 0 0 

Prado lb 3 0 0 0 Gllorme2b 4 0 0 0 

Brigham p 0 0 0 0 Hchvrri3b 4 0 0 0 

S.Cstro 2b 1 0 0 0 Altherr cf-lf 2 0 0 0 

Holadayc 4 12 1 Gsllman p 0 0 0 0 

AIcntrap 2 0 0 0 T.Frzerph 10 0 0 

Cooper lb 2 0 0 0 Familiap 0 0 0 0 

Nidoc 10 0 0 

Lockett p 10 0 0 

J..Dvislf 2 12 1 

Totals 33 4 9 4 Totals 31 5 8 5 

Miami 000 130 000-4 

New York 200 000 30x-5 

DP—Miami 1, New York 2. LOB-Miami 
5, New York 6. 2B-Bri.Anderson 2 (27), 
Granderson (17), Holaday (3), J..Davis 
(14). HR-Holaday (3), Conforto (23), 
P.AIonso (35), J..Davis (12). SB—A.Rosario 
(14). CS-I.Diaz (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Miami 

Alcantara 5 3 2 2 3 4 

Brigham L,l-1 BS,1 11^ 5 3 3 0 1 

J.Garcia VA 0 0 0 0 3 

New York 

Lockett ms, 4 4 2 4 

Gsellman VA 1 0 0 0 1 

FamiliaW,3-l 1 0 0 0 1 1 

S.Lugo S,2-6 2 0 0 0 0 2 

HBP-by Alcantara (P.AIonso). WP- 
Familia. T-3:09. A-29,645 (41,922). 

AL leaders 

RBIs— Trout, Los Angeles, 88; Devers, 
Boston, 87; Bogaerts, Boston, 85; Abreu, 
Chicago, 78; Kepler, Minnesota, 77; En- 
carnacion. New York, 76; LeMahieu, New 
York, 75; Soler, Kansas City, 75. 

ERA— Verlander, Houston, 2.68; Mor¬ 
ton, Tampa Bay, 2.77; Berrios, Minnesota, 
2.80; Cole, Houston, 2.87; Stroman, New 
York, 2.96; Miley, Houston, 3.05; Minor, 
Texas, 3.06; Bieber, Cleveland, 3.32. 

STRIKEOUTS-Cole, Houston, 216; Ver¬ 
lander, Houston, 206; Sale, Boston, 193; 
Boyd, Detroit, 187; Bauer, Cincinnati, 185; 
Bieber, Cleveland, 182; Morton, Tampa 
Bay, 174; Lynn, Texas, 170. 


Nationals 4, Giants 0 

Washington San Francisco 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

T.Trnerss 4 10 0 Belt lb 4 0 10 

Eaton rf 4 2 10 Ystrzms If 4 0 10 

Rendon 3b 5 12 1 Posey c 4 0 10 

J.Sotolf 2 0 10 Pab.Snd3b 4 0 10 

M.Adamslb 3 0 11 Gennett2b 3 0 10 

B. Dzier2b 4 0 0 0 Solano ph 10 0 0 

Suzuki c 3 0 0 0 B.Crwfrss 4 0 0 0 

V.Rblescf 4 0 10 Pillar cf 3 0 0 0 

Feddep 3 0 0 0 Duggarrf 3 0 0 0 

Dan.Hdsp 0 0 0 0 Smrdzjap 10 10 

Parra ph 1 0 0 0 Coonrod p 0 0 0 0 

Rodney p 0 0 0 0 Panikph 10 10 

Dlittlep 0 0 0 0 Gottp 0 0 0 0 

Morontap 0 0 0 0 

Vogtph 10 0 0 

Selmanp 0 0 0 0 

Totals 33 4 6 2 Totals 33 0 7 0 
Washington 001 020 001-4 

San Francisco 000 000 000-0 

LOB—Washington 10, San Francisco 6. 
2B—M.Adams (11), Samardzija (2). SB— 
T.Turner (23), Rendon (2), J.Soto (9). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Washington 

Fedde W,2-2 6 6 0 0 0 2 

Dan.Hudson H,9 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Rodney H,8 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Doolittle 1 0 0 0 0 0 

San Francisco 

Samardzija L,8-9 4 3 1 1 3 3 

Coonrod 1 1 2 2 3 2 

Gott 2 0 0 0 0 0 

Moronta 1 0 0 0 2 1 

Selman 1 2 110 2 

T-3:12. A-32,366 (41,915). 

Phillies 7 , Diamondbacks 3 

Philadelphia Arizona 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

C. Hman2b 5 12 1 K.Martecf 4 110 

Hoskins lb 2 10 0 D.PrIta If 4 0 2 2 

B. Hrperrf 5 12 0 Escbr2b-3b3 0 1 1 

Ralmutoc 4 111 C.WIkerlb 4 0 10 

Segura ss 4 0 2 2 Lamb 3b 3 0 0 0 

Kingery3b 5 12 1 Lcastroph 10 0 0 

Haseleylf 5 2 2 0 G.HIIndp 0 0 0 0 

VIsquezp 2 0 0 0 A.Jonesrf 4 0 0 0 

C. Dckrsph 1 0 0 0 Ahmed ss 3 0 2 0 

Nicasiop 0 0 0 0 C.Kellyc 4 0 10 

J.AIvrzp 0 0 0 0 M.Kellyp 110 0 
Nerisp 0 0 0 0 R.Scottp 0 0 0 0 

Quinn cf 4 0 2 1 Ginkel p 0 0 0 0 

McFrIndp 0 0 0 0 

Fires ph-2b 1110 
Totals 37 713 6 Totals 32 3 9 3 

Philadelphia 012 100 111-7 

Arizona 101 000 010-3 

E-C.Kelly 2 (8), McFarland (1), Segura 
(11). DP—Philadelphia4, Arizona2. LOB— 
Philadelphia 9, Arizona 5. 2B—Realmuto 
(25), Kingery (22), Haseley (5), D.Peralta 
(27), Flores (11). 3B-K.Marte (8). HR- 
Kingery (14). SB—Realmuto (5), Quinn 
(7). SF-E.Escobar (8). S-Velasquez (2). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Philadelphia 

Velasquez W,4-6 7 6 2 2 2 3 

Nicasio % 3 110 1 

J.AIvarez H,8 'AO 0 0 0 0 

Neris 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Arizona 

M.Kelly L,7-12 6 8 4 3 1 4 

R.Scott 'A 2 110 1 

Ginkel % 2 10 0 1 

McFarland 1 10 0 11 

G.Holland 1 0 112 0 

Ginkel pitched to 1 batter in the 
8th WP-G.Holland. T-3:05. A-18,319 
(48,519). 

Dodgers 8, Cardinals 0 

St. Louis Los Angeles 

ab r h bi ab r hbi 

M.CrpntSb 4 0 0 0 Pdersn rf-cf 4 2 2 1 

De.FwIrcf 3 0 10 Muncy 2b 2 10 0 

Kniznerlb 1 0 0 0 J.Trner3b 4 2 2 1 

Gldschmlb 3 0 0 0 Ru.Mrtn3b 10 0 0 

Heisleyp 0 0 0 0 Bllngrlb-rf 4 113 

Edmanph 1 0 0 0 Will.Smc 4 0 10 

Ozunalf 3 0 0 0 C.Sagerss 4 12 1 

DeJongss 2 0 0 0 Sadler p 0 0 0 0 

Y.Mnoz ph-ss 1 0 0 0 Negrn cf-ss 4 12 0 
J.Mrtin rf 3 0 0 0 Beaty If 4 0 2 2 

Wong 2b 2 0 10 Gnsolinp 2 0 0 0 

Wietersc 3 0 0 0 Chrgoisp 0 0 0 0 

Wachap 1 0 0 0 White ph-lbl 0 0 0 

A.Mejiap 0 0 0 0 

Thmas ph-cf 10 0 0 

Totals 28 0 2 0 Totals 34 812 8 
St. Louis 000 000 000-0 

Los Angeles 301 220 OOx—8 

DP—St. Louis 1, Los Angeles 1. LOB— 
St. Louis 4, Los Angeles 9. 2B-Wong (18), 
J.Turner (21), C.Seager (26), Beaty (15). 
HR-Pederson (24), Bellinger (37). SB- 
Ozuna (9), J.Turner (2). S—Gonsolin (1). 

IP H R ER BB SO 

St. Louis 

Wacha L,6-5 ZVi 7 6 6 2 3 

A.Mejia l'/3 4 2 2 0 0 

Heisley 3 1 0 0 4 2 

Los Angeles 

Gonsolin W,1-1 6 2 0 0 1 7 

Chargois 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Sadler 2 0 0 0 1 0 

HBP-by Sadler (Wong). WP-A.Mejia 
2. T-2;59. A-45,254 (56,000). 

NL leaders 

RBIs— Bell, Pittsburgh, 89; Escobar, 
Arizona, 89; Bellinger, Los Angeles, 88; 
Freeman, Atlanta, 87; Rendon, Washing¬ 
ton, 86; Yelich, Milwaukee, 84; Arenado, 
Colorado, 83; Alonso, New York, 80. 

ERA— Ryu, Los Angeles, 1.53; Scherzer, 
Washington, 2.41; Soroka, Atlanta, 2.46; 
Castillo, Cincinnati, 2.63; deGrom, New 
York, 2.77; Kershaw, Los Angeles, 2.85; 
Greinke, Houston, 2.90. 

STRIKEOUTS-Scherzer, Washington, 
189; deGrom, New York, 182; Ray, Arizona, 
178; Strasburg, Washington, 175; Castillo, 
Cincinnati, 164; Corbin, Washington, 164; 
Nola, Philadelphia, 163. 
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John Locher/AP 

Gregg Popovich speaks with the media last week in Las Vegas. USA Basketball opened training camp on 
Monday for the FIBA World Cup, which starts Aug. 31 in China. 


Pop gets his turn to lead 


USA Basketball gathers to begin preparations for World Cup 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Gregg Popovich walked into USA 
Basketball’s first team meeting in advance of World 
Cup training camp, and it seemed to some in the 
room that he was having a little difficulty keeping 
his emotions in check. 

He talked about tradition, about what it means to 
play for your country, about expectations, about sac¬ 
rifice, about playing the right way, about respect for 
opponents. 

The only downside was that when he was done 
speaking, the first practice was still about 18 hours 
away. 

“Shoot, from the get-go, I think everybody was 
ready to play a game or run through a brick wall 
for him after that talk,” Brooklyn guard Joe Harris 
said. 

With that. Camp Pop had arrived. 

Popovich’s first training camp practice as coach 
of the US. men’s national team went into the books 
Monday, less than a month before the Americans 
will begin play at the FIBA World Cup in China. The 
US. has won the last two World Cup gold medals, 
both won under now-former coach Mike Krzyze- 
wski, and now it’s Popovich’s turn to lead the red, 
white and blue. 

“It’s been on my mind every day, what I want to do 
and what needs to be done,” said Popovich, the long¬ 
time San Antonio Spurs coach who was picked as 
Krzyzewski’s successor nearly four years ago. “It’s 
been like thinking about two teams at the same time 
for that period. But Coach K did that for 12 years. So 
I think I can probably try to do the same.” 

Popovich was all over the floor in his first prac¬ 
tice, pulling some guys aside for 1-on-l chats during 
a scrimmage and other times gathering the entire 
team around him to discuss the nuance of proper 
box-out technique. 

“You can’t help but teach here and there,” Popo¬ 
vich said. 

Popovich calls it “a huge responsibility” to both 
represent the country and continue the program’s 
long tradition of winning. He and his assistants have 
been meeting for weeks, going over every possible 
detail. 

“He is so passionate about this project and he’s so 
well-prepared,” Golden State coach and USA Bas¬ 
ketball assistant Steve Kerr said. 

There is also some pressure, of course. 

When the Americans start World Cup play in 
Shanghai on Sept. 1 against the Czech Republic, it’ll 
be exactly 13 years since the national team program 
lost a game at the world championships, now known 
as the World Cup, or in Olympic competition. 


On Sept. 1, 2006, the U.S. lost to Greece in the 
world championships semifinals. Since then, the 
Americans are 76-0 — a run that started with the 
bronze medal game in the 2006 worlds followed by 
gold-medal runs in the 2007 FIBA Americas tour¬ 
nament, the 2008 Olympics, the 2010 world champi¬ 
onships, the 2012 Olympics, the 2014 World Cup and 
finally the 2016 Olympics. 

USA Basketball has lost at times since 2006, in¬ 
cluding twice during the 12-game World Cup quali¬ 
fying run. 

But none of the defeats came against the full- 
fledged U.S. varsity, the level that Popovich is now 
overseeing. 

“He’s taken on the challenge of leading the USA 
team and he’s taking on the challenge with serious¬ 
ness,” said Atlanta coach Lloyd Pierce, a Popovich 
assistant this summer. “The first conversation I had 
with him, he said that we would enjoy this and we 
would have fun. But when we meet as coaches, you 
walk into the room and there are tables full of notes 
and easels full of notes already. He’s not taking this 
for granted.” 

There are some natural, and coincidental, paral¬ 
lels with Popovich following Krzyzewski as national 
team coach. 

Both were military and service academy men: 
Krzyzewski graduated from West Point in 1969, 
Popovich from the U.S. Air Force Academy in 1970. 
The Army put Krzyzewski into its Hall of Fame; 
the Air Force Academy did the same for Popovich. 
Krzyzewski has five NCAA titles; Popovich has five 
NBA titles. 

In 2016, Krzyzewski called the pending coaching 
change “succession” — another term heard often in 
military circles when talking about the transfer of 
leadership. “I have the unit right now,” Krzyzewski 
said in 2016. “He’s going to take command of the 
unit.” 

That day has arrived, and it was a long time com¬ 
ing for Popovich. 

He was announced as Krzyzewski’s successor 
as national team coach on Oct. 23, 2015 — nearly a 
year before the Rio Games ended, nearly four years 
before the first game he’ll actually coach for the red, 
white and blue. 

Popovich oversaw a two-day minicamp in Las 
Vegas last summer, a couple of light practices that 
became a get-to-know-you session for invitees and 
little else. But Monday’s was the first practice of the 
Popovich national-team era with an actual game 
in sight, and came less than two weeks before the 
World Cup roster is selected and planes are boarded 
to Australia for final pre-China preparations. 

“This is beyond playing for an NBA team,” Popo¬ 
vich said. “This is the highest level you can be.” 


10 things to know 
about World Cup 


By Tim Reynolds 
Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS—USA Basketball 
opened training camp Monday 
for the FIBA World Cup, which 
starts Aug. 31 in China. Here are 
10 things to know about the tour¬ 
nament and the Americans’ quest 
for an unprecedented third gold 
medal in the event. 

What is it?: The World Cup is 
a 32-team tournament running 
from Aug. 31 through Sept. 15, 
and used to be called the world 
championships before a rebrand¬ 
ing after the 2010 event. The 32 
teams heading to China qualified 
for the event over the past cou¬ 
ple of years, and were randomly 
drawn into one of eight different 
four-team groups. The top two 
finishers in each group will ad¬ 
vance to the second round. 

Why the schedule switch?: 
World Cups are an every-four- 
years event, just like the Olym¬ 
pics. Except this time, five years 
have passed between World Cups. 
The primary reason for the extra 
year is because FIBA, basket¬ 
ball’s governing body, wanted to 
avoid having its World Cup in the 
same year as FIFA, soccer’s gov¬ 
erning body, holds its World Cup 
for men. So there was no World 
Cup of basketball in 2018, shift¬ 
ing instead to this year. 

What’s at stake?: Besides the 
World Cup itself, the tournament 
is a qualifier for the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics. There are seven teams 
— two from the Americas, two 
from Europe and one each from 
the Africa, Asia and Oceania 
regions — that will qualify for 
Tokyo based on their finish at the 
World Cup. Another four spots 
will be decided in qualifying in 
July 2020. The only spot clinched 
already for the 12-team bracket 
in Tokyo is the one that went to 
Japan, which automatically quali¬ 
fied as host. 

Who’s playing in the World 
Cup?: China got the only auto¬ 
matic bid, as the tournament 
host. The Chinese are in Group 
A, along with Venezuela, Poland 
and the Ivory Coast. 

Other groups are: 

Group B: Russia, Argentina, 
South Korea, Nigeria. 

Group C: Spain, Iran, Puerto 
Rico, Tunisia. 

Group D: Angola, Philippines, 
Italy, Serbia. 

Group E: United States, Tur¬ 
key, Czech Republic, Japan. 

Group F: Greece, New Zealand, 
Brazil, Montenegro. 

Group G: Dominican Republic, 
France, Germany, Jordan. 

Group H: Canada, Senegal, 
Lithuania, Australia. 

Who will the US send to 
China?: That is still to be deter¬ 
mined. There was a list of 35 play¬ 
ers picked in the spring of 2018 as 
part of the “player pool” for the 
World Cup and Olympics, and 
most of those players withdrew 
from World Cup consideration 
long ago (though remain eligible 
for the Olympic team). There 
are 15 national team players in 


training camp in Las Vegas, and 
another 14 more “select team” 
players who can move up. The 
U.S. — winners of the World Cup 
in 2010 and 2014 — will release 
its 12-man team for China on 
Aug. 17. 

Is this a “Dream Team?”: Not 

really. The 12 players going to 
China for the US. will all be NBA 
players, but it seems like more 
than half of the final roster will 
be made up of players who haven’t 
been All-Stars yet. The biggest 
U.S. stars, like LeBron James, 
Kawhi Leonard, Stephen Curry, 
James Harden, Paul George, 
Kyrie Irving and Anthony Davis 
are all passing on the World Cup 
for various reasons. But it isn’t 
uncommon for the World Cup 
roster to be younger in nature, 
while the Olympic roster tends to 
have much more star power. 

Why aren’t the big stars play¬ 
ing?: There are a lot of reasons 
for that, but mainly because of 
the schedule. Take Leonard and 
George as an example. They’re 
now teammates with the Los An¬ 
geles Clippers, a team that many 
people think could reach the NBA 
Finals. If they make a deep playoff 
run, this is how the 2019-20 sea¬ 
son would look for them — World 
Cup, followed by about a week off 
before training camp, then the 
season, then the playoffs and then 
Olympic team duties in July 2020. 
That’s a lot of basketball without 
a break, and it definitely scared 
some people off from being part 
of the World Cup. 

Is the US favored?: Yes, by a 
wide margin, even with the roster 
uncertainty. Serbia, which will 
be led by Nikola Jokic, figures 
to be a very strong contender at 
the World Cup. Spain and France 
should be very good, as well, but 
the Americans — ranked No. 1 in 
the world by FIBA — will be the 
team to beat. 

Who is coaching the US?: San 

Antonio’s Gregg Popovich was 
picked as Mike Krzyzewski’s 
successor with the national team 
in 2015, about a year before the 
Duke coach finished his USA 
Basketball tenure with another 
Olympic gold at the Rio Games. 
Popovich oversaw a brief camp 
last summer, but this World Cup 
will be his first real competition 
as head coach for the Americans. 
He’ll be assisted in China by 
Golden State’s Steve Kerr, Atlan¬ 
ta’s Lloyd Pierce and Villanova’s 
Jay Wright. 

How did the US qualify?: Be¬ 
cause many of the qualification 
“windows” — there were six two- 
game sets scheduled at various 
times over the last 18 months — 
conflicted with the NBA season, 
the U.S. used G League players 
to get through those rounds. Jeff 
Van Gundy (who will be part of 
the support staff for Popovich for 
the World Cup as well) coached 
the Americans in qualifying 
and had essentially six different 
teams for those 12 games, during 
which 52 players saw time. The 
Americans qualified comfortably 
even without NBA assistance. 
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Phelan M. Ebenhack/AP 


Hawks forward Vince Carter, right, has agreed to terms with the 
team and is returning for his 22nd season in the NBA. 

Carter returning 
to Hawks for record 
22nd NBA season 

By Paul Newberry 


Briefly 

Rooney to leave MLS after 
season, return to England 



Nick Wass/AP 


D.C. United forward Wayne Rooney will be leaving Major League 
Soccer to join second-tier English Championship team Derby County 
as player-coach after this season ends. 


ATLANTA — Vince Carter is 
putting off retirement for at least 
one more season. 

With that, he’ll claim the lon¬ 
gest career in NBA history all to 
himself 

A person familiar with the situ¬ 
ation confirmed that Carter has 
agreed to terms on a one-year 
contract to return to the Atlanta 
Hawks for his record 22nd sea¬ 
son. The person spoke to The 
Associated Press on condition of 
anonymity because the deal has 
not been announced. 

The 42-year-old Carter never 
wavered in his desire to play with 
someone this season. He is tied 
with Robert Parish, Kevin Gar¬ 
nett, Kevin Willis and recently 
retired Dirk Nowitzki — all of 
whom played for 21 seasons 
— for the longest career in NBA 
history. 

“Just waiting for the right op¬ 
portunity,” he said on a recent 
conference call to discuss the 
upcoming Jr. NBA Global Cham¬ 
pionship, when questioned by a 
reporter from the Atlanta Jour¬ 
nal-Constitution. “Nothing has 
changed as far as that goal and 
that dream of mine.” 

The deal was first reported by 
ESPN. 

Essentially an extra coach 
during his first season with the 
Hawks, Carter served as a men¬ 
tor to some of the NBA’s most 
promising young talent, includ¬ 
ing point guard Trae Young and 
forward John Collins. 

This year, the Hawks added 
first-round picks D’Andre Hunt¬ 
er and Cam Reddish, giving the 
team two more players who will 
surely benefit from Carter’s ex¬ 
perience and leadership. 

Carter also showed last season 
that he’s still got some hoop skills. 
He was a valuable member of the 
playing rotation on a rebuilding 
team, playing in 76 games with 
nine starts, averaging 17.5 min¬ 
utes and 7.4 points per contest. 

While Carter is likely to get less 


playing time after the additions of 
Hunter and Reddish, the Hawks 
wanted him back and finish off 
what is expected to be a 14-man 
roster this season. 

Carter entered the league in 
1998 — the same year Young was 
bom — as the fifth overall pick 
out of North Carolina. He sparked 
a wave of “Vinsanity” in Toronto, 
where his high-flying style made 
him one of the league’s top play¬ 
ers. He began a run of 10 straight 
seasons where he was selected to 
the All-Star Game and averaged 
more than 20 points a game. 

Carter was dealt to New Jersey 
in a blockbuster trade early in the 
2004-05 season and spent nearly 
five seasons with the Nets. Since 
then, he bounced around to Or¬ 
lando, Phoenix, Dallas, Memphis 
and Sacramento before landing in 
Atlanta last season. 

The only blemish on his resume 
is the lack of an NBA title, which 
isn’t likely to change in Atlanta. 
The Hawks, who are in the midst 
of a total roster makeover focused 
on young talent, went 29-53 last 
season and are again pegged as 
a longshot to make the playoffs in 
the Eastern Conference. 

After reporting for train¬ 
ing camp a year ago in Atlanta, 
Carter said he still feels like a 
20-something when a new season 
rolls around. 

“This is like I’m in my third, 
fourth, fifth year,” he said. “I’m 
excited about the opportunity. I’m 
excited about playing. I still love 
playing. I still love competing.” 

Coach Lloyd Pierce, who is 
heading into his second season 
with the Hawks, loved having 
Carter around to give players 
such as Young and Collins an 
extra shoulder to lean on during 
their transition to the NBA. 

Pierce is only eight months 
older than Carter. 

“When we have our locker 
room and on-the-bus debates and 
conversations, he’s on our side,” 
Pierce joked. “He can relate a 
little closer to the coaching staff 
than he can with the players.” 


Associated Press 

DERBY, England — Wayne 
Rooney will be leaving Mqjor 
League Soccer after less than two 
seasons to return to play in Eng¬ 
land and be closer to his family. 

The 33-year-old former Eng¬ 
land captain will remain at D.C. 
United until the end of the season 
before joining second-tier Cham¬ 
pionship team Derby County as 
player-coach from January. 

Rooney has signed an 18-month 
contract that can be extended 
until the end of the 2021-22 
season. 

“I am very excited about the 
opportunity that Derby County 
have provided me with,” Rooney 
said. “I am sure I can make a 
big contribution and can’t wait 
to meet everyone, especially the 
supporters. I am equally excited 
to begin my coaching career at 
Derby County working with both 
the first team and academy.” 

Rooney, who is the record goal 
scorer for Manchester United 
and England, had another two 
years remaining on the contract 
he signed with D.C. United after 
joining from Everton in 2018. 

“After speaking to Wayne and 
understanding his difficult situa¬ 
tion of being so far away from his 
family, we have accepted that this 
is the best decision for all parties,” 
said D.C. United co-chairmen 
Steve Kaplan and Jason Levien. 
“Wayne is an exceptional leader 
and one of the most iconic players 
to play the game, so we look for¬ 
ward to his continued contribu¬ 
tions to the team this season.” 

The Washington-based team 
remains in contention for the 
MLS playoffs, so the striker’s stay 
in the United States could end in 
November. 

“I must also take this opportu¬ 
nity to thank D.C. United, their 
owners, executives and support¬ 
ers who have been superb to 
work with,” Rooney said. “I want 
them to know that I will give my 
all in support of our push for the 
playoffs.” 

Derby has been out of the Pre¬ 
mier League since 2008 and lost 
a playoff final in May to return to 
the top division. Rooney’s former 
England teammate, Frank Lam- 
pard, was in charge of Derby last 
season before moving to manage 
Chelsea. 

“Wayne Rooney is an extremely 
talented and top-class footballer,” 
said Phillip Cocu, who succeeded 
Lampard as Derby manager. “He 
has enjoyed a wonderful career, 
both in club football and for Eng¬ 
land, and he still has so much to 
give as well. 

“His credentials speak for 
themselves. But to have a player 
with his leadership, skill, experi¬ 
ence, character and work ethic 
will be huge for us. He knows 
what it takes to succeed as a 
player and I have no doubt he 


will have a positive impact right 
across the club. The inspiration 
and motivation this can generate 
is massive for all of our players 
from the first team right through 
to the youngsters in the Academy. 
It is entirely in keeping with, and 
in support of, the club’s philoso¬ 
phy and approach.” 

Cubs place closer 
Kimbrel on IL 

CHICAGO — The Chicago 
Cubs placed closer Craig Kimbrel 
on the 10-day injured list Monday 
and announced All-Star catcher 
Willson Contreras will be side¬ 
lined for four weeks with a right 
hamstring strain. 

The pair of injuries will test 
Chicago’s depth and the ingenu¬ 
ity of its front office as it tries to 
win the roller-coaster NL Central 
for the third time in four years. 
While manager Joe Maddon has 
some veteran bullpen options, the 
catching situation is more peril¬ 
ous and the team can’t trade for 
help under a new set of rules that 
began this year. 

Kimbrel, who got a late start 
this year after he finalized a $43 
million, three-year deal with the 
Cubs in June, is dealing with in¬ 
flammation in his right knee. He 
said it started bothering him while 
he was closing out Saturday’s 4-1 
victory over the Brewers. 

“We assessed it yesterday 
morning and it looked like there 
was a strain and some swelling in 
there and we’re just going to let it 
calm down,” Kimbrel said before 
Chicago’s 6-5 victory over Oak¬ 
land. “Instead of trying to throw 
through it, which I’m pretty 
confident that I could, instead of 
making it a bigger problem than 
it is, just letting it calm down.” 

Kimbrel had meniscus surgery 
on his left knee in 2016, but he 
said this isn’t nearly as bad. The 


IL stint is retroactive to Sunday, 
and he thinks he will be ready 
when he is eligible to return. 

“This is just some discomfort 
that I’m going to get some time 
and then everything should be 
fine,” he said. 

Kimbrel is 0-2 with a 5.68 ERA 
and nine saves in 14 games. But 
the right-hander posted score¬ 
less outings in 10 of his past 11 
appearances. 

Asked about closing games 
while Kimbrel is out, Maddon 
said: “It’s committee time.” He 
mentioned Steve Cishek, who has 
132 career saves, Brandon Kint- 
zler, rookie Rowan Wick and Kyle 
Ryan as possibilities. Pedro Strop 
also is progressing after going on 
the IL with neck tightness. 

Panthers to hold out 
Newton, Kuechly 

SPARTANBURG, S.C. — Cam 
Newton’s return to game action 
will have to wait. 

Panthers coach Ron Rivera 
said Newton and linebacker Luke 
Kuechly will not play in Thursday 
night’s preseason opener against 
the Bears in Chicago, adding he’s 
being extra cautious with both 
players. 

Newton is working his way 
back into form after having ar¬ 
throscopic surgery on his right 
shoulder in January, while Kue¬ 
chly missed time last week after 
he got “rolled up on” during 
practice. The six-time Pro Bowl 
linebacker wouldn’t disclose the 
exact nature of the injury. 

In other NFL news: 

■ The Indianapolis Colts have 
claimed running back D’Onta 
Foreman off waivers from Hous¬ 
ton. He was cut by the Texans on 
Sunday after coach Bill O’Brien 
expressed displeasure with Fore¬ 
man, Houston’s third-round pick 
in 2016 out of Texas. 
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Cooper, Prescott dismiss money talk 


Dallas stars seeking new deals, 
but refuse to skip training camp 


By Schuyler Dixon 

Associated Press 



Photos by Michael Owen Baker/AP 


Dallas Cowboys quarterback Dak Prescott talks to the media following practice July 27 at the team's 
training camp in Oxnard, Calif. Prescott is entering the final year of his current contract. 

to get Cooper signed comes from 


OXNARD, Calif. — Dal¬ 
las Cowboys quarterback Dak 
Prescott pretends he can’t hear 
questions about a new contract, 
while receiver Amari Cooper 
steadfastly says he simply doesn’t 
think about his negotiations. 

Both reported to training camp 
on time as they prepare for the 
final year of their deals, unlike 
running back Ezekiel Elliott. The 
two-time rushing champion has 
been holding out for more than 
a week, seeking a new contract 
with two years left on the exist¬ 
ing one. 

“Different strokes for different 
folks,” Cooper said. “Everybody’s 
situation is different.” 

By that. Cooper means he’s 
about to make $10 million more 
than Elliott ($13.9 million to $3.9 
million). But Cooper also talks to 
Melvin Gordon, the San Diego 
running back who also is holding 



Cowboys wide receiver Amari 
Cooper steadfastly says he 
simply doesn't think about 
what might be happening in his 
contract negotiations. 


out. 

“I have a fifth-year option com¬ 
ing up to where I get paid a sig¬ 
nificant amount of money if I play 
on that,” Cooper said. “But the 
running back position, you know 
Melvin is one of my good friends, 
and he tells me the contract he 
would play on this year isn’t even 
... it’s nothing. It’s peanuts to an 
elephant.” 

Cooper was the fourth over¬ 
all pick of the draft in 2015, a 
year before Elliott went with the 
same choice. Elliott’s salary is 
supposed to jump to $9.1 million 
next year. Gordon was drafted 11 
spots behind Cooper, putting his 
fifth-year salary at $5.6 million 
this season. 

All three of those players sur¬ 
pass the $2 million base salary 
for Prescott, drafted 131 spots 
behind Elliott in the fourth round 
before winning NFL Offensive 
Rookie of the Year honors in 2016 
after Tony Romo got hurt. The 
Cowboys have two NFC East titles 
and a 32-16 record with Prescott. 

But there was never talk about 
Prescott staying away from Cali¬ 
fornia. He acknowledged during 
the offseason that “generational 
money” was coming (his deal 
could surpass $30 million annu¬ 
ally) and he had faith an agree¬ 
ment could be reached. 

“I’m not here to talk about my 
contract and that stuff,” Prescott 
said early in camp. “For me it’s to 
come out here and focus on this, 
not be distracted by any of that 
stuff, any of that conversation, 
just focus on being better, just 
being the best player I can be and 
making sure everyone around me 
is, as well.” 

After that answer, Prescott 
started responding with vari¬ 
ous versions of, “I couldn’t hear 
you.” He got the idea from owner 


Jerry Jones, who opened camp by 
pretending he couldn’t hear a re¬ 
porter asking about what it would 
take for Jason Garrett to get an¬ 
other contract. The coach’s five- 
year deal is expiring this year, as 
well. 

Jones and executive vice presi¬ 
dent of personnel Stephen Jones, 
his son, face the daunting task of 
getting their three offensive stars 
signed with deals and a pair of 
emerging linebackers in Jaylon 
Smith and Leighton Vander Esch 
looming in coming years. 

Stephen Jones says the club 
tries to sell players on taking less 
money because of what they can 
make through the visibility of the 


Cowboys, although that argument 
could use a boost from a trip past 
the divisional round of the play¬ 
offs. Dallas hasn’t done that in 
almost 25 years. 

Jerry Jones alluded to the 
added value of playing for Dallas 
while reiterating that he doesn’t 
have any concern about getting 
deals done with all three. 

“The results are too good for 
them and too good for the Cow¬ 
boys,” Jerry Jones said Sunday. 
“Think about it a minute. The 
results are too good for them and 
too good for the Cowboys. That 
always happens when it’s good for 
both of them.” 

The incentive for the Cowboys 


giving up this year’s first-round 
pick in a midseason trade with 
Oakland last year. While his ca¬ 
reer highs are modest (1,153 yards 
receiving, seven touchdowns), his 
arrival was a significant boost for 
a stagnant offense. 

Like Prescott, staying away 
from camp wasn’t a consideration 
for Cooper. 

“I guess I’m just optimistic 
about it and it’s something that’s 
going to happen, whether it’s 
today, tomorrow or whenever,” 
Cooper said. “I’m not worried 
about me getting hurt or some¬ 
thing like that and it not happen¬ 
ing. I just don’t think like that.” 


Touches; McCaffrey won’t be a decoy 



FROM BACK PAGE 

All other NFL running backs 
played fewer than 750 snaps. 

But too often the Panthers felt 
McCaffrey was needlessly used 
as a decoy when he could have 
benefited from taking a few plays 
off and been fresher and even 
more explosive when he touched 
the football. 

“We want the ball in Christian’s 
hands,” Rivera said. “When he’s 
on the field, there’s no reason for 
him to be a decoy or be a swing 
guy.... What we want to do is take 
away the excess plays that he 
doesn’t have to be out there.” 

McCaffrey’s 326 touches aren’t 
even in the same league as some 
of the previous running backs 
Turner has coached. 

Emmitt Smith and Ricky Wil¬ 
liams each had two seasons 


where they had more than 400 
touches under Turner, while La- 
Dainian Tomlinson had one sea¬ 
son with 398 touches and another 
with 375. 

So Turner isn’t afraid to lean 
heavily on his No. 1 back. 

McCaffrey has worked hard 
this offseason on his stamina in 
anticipation of a greater workload. 
He’s added plenty of muscle in his 
upper and lower body, although 
he downplayed it by shrugging 
his shoulders and saying it’s “only 
one or two pounds.” 

He said he’s been more focused 
on improving his speed. 

“I prepare so that I can be in 
the whole game,” McCaffrey 
said. “I felt great all last year, felt 
great all offseason, and I feel re¬ 
ally good right now. The goal for 
me is be ready to play, be ready 
to get the ball as many times as 


possible.” 

Rivera has no doubt McCaf¬ 
frey is ready for what’s ahead this 
season. 

“He constantly tells me, ‘Coach, 
if we play 1,000 plays, I want to 
play 1,000 plays,”’ Rivera said. 
“He does not want to leave the 
field. But for his own well-being 
as a football player, we have to be 
smart and be judicious as to when 
he’s out there.” 

Turner said that means finding 
someone else to give McCaffrey a 
breather, something he hopes to 
accomplish in the upcoming pre¬ 
season games. 

Cameron Artis-Payne returns 
for this fifth season with the Pan¬ 
thers and is the odds-on favor¬ 
ite to be McCaffrey’s primary 
backup. Reggie Bonnafon is an 
intriguing player with a similar 
skill set to McCaffrey, and the 


team also drafted Jordan Scarlett 
and signed undrafted rookie Eli¬ 
jah Holyfield, the son of former 
heavyweight champion Evander 


Holyfield. 

“We have a good mix of guys 
and we have to find the answers,” 
Rivera said. 
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Jags' Foies sharp in 
practice with Ravens 



Nam Y. Huh/AP 


Chicago running back David Montgomery works on the field during training camp on 
July 27. Thursday’s preseason game against the Panthers will be the first real chance 
for the Bears to see how he fits in coach Matt Nagy’s attack. 

Bears looking forward 
to Montgomery’s debut 


By Gene Chamberlain 
Associated Press 

BOURBONNAIS, Ill. — Chicago Bears 
quarterback Mitchell Trubisky has priori¬ 
ties when it comes to preseason games. 

One thing Trubisky is hoping to see from 
the Bears’ offense when they open the pre¬ 
season Thursday at home against the Car¬ 
olina Panthers is the running game. 

“I’m really excited to watch David Mont¬ 
gomery to continue to run the ball live,” 
Trubisky said. 

The Bears traded running back Jordan 
Howard to Philadelphia in the offsea¬ 
son and drafted Montgomery in the third 
round to lead a revamped running game. 
They haven’t had much chance in practice 
to see Montgomery play to his strengths of 
breaking tackles 
and making tack- 
lers miss, although 
he did break four 
tackles on one run 
last week. 

They’ll have the 
first real chance 
to see how he fits 
in coach Matt Na¬ 
gy’s attack against 
the Panthers. 

The running 
game is just one 
of two questions 
about the offense 
the Bears hope 
to answer against 
Carolina, but every indication so far is 
that Montgomery can handle stepping into 
a versatile role as a runner, pass receiver 
and pass blocker. 

“Nothing is going to change from what 
we saw on tape at Iowa State,” Nagy said. 
“He has some of the best vision that I’ve 
seen in a long time. He feels where the de¬ 
fenders are before they show up. 

“Now, the defenders in this league are 
a little bit bigger, they’re a little bit faster 
and they hit a little bit harder, and the one 
thing he did in his career was he protected 
that football. And that’s what he’s going to 


have to continue to focus on. I know that 
he’ll do that.” 

Montgomery has seemed at ease catch¬ 
ing passes, but running pass routes in a 
complex offense requires time to master. 

“It’s definitely something new to me as 
far as coming from college and not run¬ 
ning a lot of routes,” Montgomery said. 
“But I’m definitely capable of getting bet¬ 
ter and running better routes.” 

Bears running backs coach Charles 
London is seeing similar positive results in 
Montgomery’s blocking technique. 

“Pass pro is usually something in college 
that guys aren’t asked to do a lot,” London 
said. “He’s understanding how we want to 
attack guys and how the best way to pass 
protect is. So we’re happy with him there.” 

Montgomery hasn’t found Nagy’s thick 
playbook too complicated to handle. 

“It’s a great playbook for any guy who 
wants to come out here and work hard 
and try to run the ball and try to do what 
(Nagy) asks for,” Montgomery said. 

The Bears have one other key concern 
now besides their running game. 

The health of their top two tight ends is 
in question. First Adam Shaheen missed 
a series of practices because of back stiff¬ 
ness. After Shaheen returned, starter Trey 
Burton missed the last three practices fol¬ 
lowing what Nagy labeled “sluggish” ear¬ 
lier practices. 

Burton had offseason sports hernia sur¬ 
gery and has started slowly before going to 
the sideline. 

“It’s not a setback,” Nagy said Monday. 
“It’s more of, for us. I’m trying to protect 
him a little bit. I need him and we need him 
100% for Week 1.” 

Nagy said he has no timetable for Bur¬ 
ton’s return, but it shouldn’t be surprising 
Burton is still not ready to go 100%. 

“He didn’t do a lot, with the surgery and 
everything for five months,” Nagy said. 
“It’s hard to come back and just be thrust- 
ed in and try to look like yourself 

“We’re trying to slowly do it. We’ll pick 
it up. We’ll start getting him more reps as 
we go here. But I’m protecting him right 
now.” 


By David Ginsburg 

Associated Press 

OWINGS MILLS, Md. — A year ago, the 
Los Angeles Rams joined the Baltimore 
Ravens for a couple of training camp prac¬ 
tices before opening the preseason with a 
game in Baltimore. 

From there, the Rams went on a journey 
that took them to the Super Bowl. 

The Jacksonville Jaguars can only hope 
to follow a similar path. 

“That’s not why we’re here, but if it hap¬ 
pens we’ll take it,” Jacksonville coach Doug 
Marrone said Monday before the Jaguars 
and Ravens held the first of two daily joint 
practice sessions. 

The main reason the Jaguars arrived in 
Maryland well in advance of Thursday’s 
preseason opener was to get some good- 
quality work against outside competition. 

“You get a greater evaluation of your 
team,” Marrone said. “Our focus isn’t the 
players for the Ravens; we’re trying to fig¬ 
ure out who’s going to be on our team. We 
think this is a great opportunity to do this. 
It also helps with the quarterback. You’re 
getting him a lot of good reps in a con¬ 
trolled environment, where you don’t have 
to worry about him getting hit.” 

Signed as a free agent during the offsea¬ 
son, Nick Foies looked sharp during the 
2 y 2 -hour practice while competing against 
a Baltimore defense that last year was 
ranked No. 1 in the NFL. 

“It’s always exciting to go up against 
another team, especially one as talented 
as Baltimore,” Foies said. “I thought both 
sides handled it really well. Offensively we 
were efficient. We got to work a lot of dif¬ 
ferent situations against them, which was 
awesome.” 

The Jaguars reached the AFC Cham¬ 
pionship game two years ago before fad¬ 
ing badly last season. With Foies calling 
the shots, expectations are high again in 
Jacksonville. 

“It gives us more confidence, but you 
can’t expect good things to happen if you 
don’t put the work in,” defensive end Calais 
Campbell said. 


A joint practice enables the teams to go 
hard at each other with less chance of in¬ 
jury as in a preseason game. Rarely did a 
play end with the runner on the ground, 
and all the quarterbacks went virtually 
untouched. 

“The plays are different. The tempo’s 
different. Everything’s different,” Ravens 
coach John Harbaugh said. 

After burning Ravens defensive backs 
over the past couple of weeks, Lamar 
Jackson went up Jacksonville’s defense for 
much of the afternoon. He won’t see nearly 
as much action on Thursday night. 

Jacksonville’s James Onwualu had to be 
carted off the field after being injured on 
a kickoff drill, but that appeared to be the 
only casualty of a practice that was without 
a scuffle. There are times when the com¬ 
bination of heat, helmets and competition 
results in fighting, but not this time. 

“We met with the leaders of both teams 
and we talked about it,” Marrone said. 
“There’s no need for that in our game.” 

No, this was just a chance for the Ravens 
and Jaguars to go up against guys wearing 
a different color uniform. 

“Them as much as us, you get tired of 
going up against your own guys,” Ravens 
comerback Marlon Humphrey said. “It’s 
good to see where you’re at, going against 
another team.” 

All of the benefit of a preseason game, 
without much of the risk. 

“I think this is actually better because 
you’re getting good work, but you’re taking 
a step back,” Humphrey said. “You basi¬ 
cally get to play in the game but take a step 
back instead of hit the guy.” 

Pads were popping, but at the end of 
the play it was nothing more than touch 
football. 

“It wasn’t a physical practice. It was 
tag-off, which is good and fine,” Harbaugh 
said. “It was a good, fast practice. We’re 
going to look at the details — the footwork, 
the angles, the hand placement, the assign¬ 
ments, the eyes, the communication — all 
those things when you’re going against an¬ 
other team that you’re not used to.” 



John Raoux/AP 


Jaguars quarterback Nick Foies throws a pass as head coach Doug Marrone, far left, 
looks on during practice on Friday in Jacksonville, Fla. 


He has some 
of the best 
vision that IVe 
seen in a iong 
time. He feeis 
where the 
defenders are 
before they 
show up. ^ 

Matt Nagy 

Bears coach 
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Ramping up 


Panthers' McCaffrey 
to get more touches 

By Steve Reed 

Associated Press 

SPARTANBURG, S.C. 

T he Panthers hope less means more for 
Christian McCaffrey in 2019. 

Offensive coordinator Norv Turner wants 
to increase McCaffrey’s touches this season 
while reducing the number of plays he’s on the 
field after the running back racked up a franchise-record 
1,965 yards from scrimmage. 

“He told me he was going to give me the ball more and that’s 
music to my ears. I got excited,” McCaffrey said. 

The 23-year-old McCaffrey had 1,098 yards rushing on 219 
carries and 867 yards receiving on 107 receptions in 2018 
— the most ever in a single season by an NFL running back 
— and earned second-team All-Pro honors. 

It came during a season where McCaffrey rarely left the 
field when the Panthers had the ball. 

He played a ridiculous 91.3 percent of Carolina’s offensive * 
snaps in 2018 despite playing only 10 snaps in a meaningless 
Week 17 game against the Saints. 

That’s by far the most of any running back in the league. 
McCaffrey’s 965 offensive snaps outpaced the Cowboys’ 
Ezekiel Elliott (890), the Giants’ Saquon Barkley (853) and 
the Rams’ Todd Gurley (825). 

SEE TOUCHES ON PAGE 30 


Running back Christian McCaf 
and the Panthers want to increase that number even more this 
year — all while cutting his overall number of plays on the field. 

Chuck Burton/A P 
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